
Intermediate Grades: 
4th 
9rade, 

Possible Materials: 
Anthology 
Independent novels/books 
Articles/Passages 
Each day choose one story, article, or passage to read. Then, choose from the possible 
reading and writing activities below: 

Possible Reading Activities: 
1. Choose three questions from the Reading Response Questions list (1 Thinking Within the Text, 1 Thinking 

Beyond the Text, and 1 Thinking About the Text) and respond in writing. 
2. Choose one of the graphic organizers to complete and use that graphic organizer to write a paragraph. 
3. Use your reader's notebook to respond to your reading in any way you choose. 

Possible Writing Activities: 
If you've read a narrative, choose one of the prompts and respond in writing. 

• Think about the story you've just read. Who is telling the story? How would the story change if a 
different character was telling it? Retell the story from a different character's perspective. Be sure to 
use all that you've learned about narrative writing in your story. 

OR 
• Think about the story you've just read and what you've learned about the main character (thoughts, 

feelings, motivations). What would happen if the story continued? Use what you know about the 
character, to extend the story from where it leaves off. Be sure to use all that you've learned about 
narrative writing in your story. 

OR 
• Think about one of the characters you've just read about. What is your opinion about them? Write an 

opinion essay stating your opinion, include reasons and text evidence to support your thinking, and a 
concluding sentence. 

If you've read an informational text, choose one of the prompts and respond in writing. 

• Write an essay explaining what you've learned about your topic. Use evidence from the text to 
support your writing. Be sure to use all that you've learned about informative writing in your essay. 

OR 
• Write an essay explaining how the author organized the information in this text, and how he/she 

helped you to learn about this topic. Be sure to use all that you've learned about informative writing in your 
essay. 

OR 
• Think about the topic you've just read about. What is your opinion about this topic? Write an opinion 

essay stating your opinion, include reasons and text evidence to support your thinking, and a 
concluding sentence. 



Reading Response Questions 

Thinking within the Text 
Summarizing 

o Summarize the important events or episodes from the text in the order that they happened. 
o Summarize ideas and facts from a text and tell how they are related. 
o What was the problem in the story? o How did the characters solve the problem? 
o How did the story end? If applicable, what was the surprise at the end? o What new information 

did you learn about ? o Look at the photograph/drawing on page . What 
did you learn? (Draw attention to captions.) 

o Look at the (glossary, heading). How does it help you? Give an example of a (word from the 
glossary or an idea under that heading). 

o Summarize the important events at intervals during the reading of a longer text. 
o Sequence the actions from a graphic text. 
o What was the big problem in the story? What other problems did the characters encounter? 
o Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 

actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
o Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the 

central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

Thinking beyond the Text 
Predicting 

o After reading the text, predict what might happen next. What clues from the book or 
personal experience helped you with this prediction? 
Can you think of another book that is similar to this one? 

o How is the (topic, characters, ending) similar to (title of another book)? 
o How is the character the same in this book as in previous books? 
o What connection can you make (personal, text, world)? Explain how they are connected. 

Based on a similar experience that you have had, what connection can you make to the 
character or events? 

Synthesizing 
What new information has been added to what you already knew about the topic? 

o After reading, has the new information changed your thinking about the topic? 
o What did you learn about after reading this book? Tell where you found this 

information. 
o How has your thinking changed after reading? 
o Why are important to us? 
o Explain in your own words. 
o What lesson did the character learn in the story? 
o How are and alike? How are they different? 



Reading Response Questions (continued) 

Inferring 
Look at the dialogue in the text. What does the dialogue tell you about how the 
characters are feeling or thinking? 

o How did the character change from the beginning of the story to the end? Why? 
o What happened to cause the character to feel or act ? 
o How would you feel if happened to you? Would you solve the problem the same 

way the character did? 
o What caused the problem or outcome? 
o What is the big idea/theme of the text? How do they apply to our lives today? 
o If applicable, what information can you gather about (setting, character's traits and feelings, and 

plot) from the illustrations in graphic novels (texts)? 
o Let's discuss the story. Did anyone understand the story differently? What makes you think 

this? 
o What were the major events that led to the problem or the solution? 
o How did the characters feelings towards each other change from to ? Why? 

Thinking about the Text 
Analyzing 

o What did the author do to make the characters or situation interesting? 
o What is the genre of the book? What are the aspects of this genre that you noticed? (fiction, 

nonfiction, realistic stories, traditional literature, fantasy) o What types of illustrations are in the 
book (photographs, drawings, etc.)? 

o What text features did you notice in the book? How did they help you understand the book? o 
Could this story really happen? Why or why not? 

o What descriptive language did the author use? How did it add to your enjoyment or 
understanding of the text? 

o What is the text structure of this book? Why did the author choose this? (description, compare 
and contrast, temporal sequence, cause and effect, problem and solution) 

o What nonfiction text features do you notice? Why did the author choose these features? 
(headings, photograph, caption, pictures, bold, italics, etc.) 

o What writing techniques did the author use? ( example: question and answer format) 
o How does the author show what (character) was like even if he/she wasn't in the story most of 

the time? 
o Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words 

in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 
o Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author 

about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 
o Find the part of the story where the writer showed _ 
o What did the writer want you to learn from this book? 
o How is your point of view different or the same as the narrator or characters in the text? 



Reading Response Questions (continued) 

Critiquing 

o What did you like/dislike about this (book, beginning, characters, ending)? 
o What did you think about (book, beginning, characters, ending)? Why? 
o What was the most important part of the story? Why? 
o What do you think ( character) was thinking? Why? 
o How does the author help you learn about ? 
o Do you agree or disagree with ? Why or why not? 
o Do the pictures or graphics add to your understanding of the book? How or why not? 
o How could the characters have behaved differently? 
o What did the author do to make this topic/book interesting, funny, or exciting to read about? 

Why? 
o Is this a realistic portrayal of what could happen in this situation or time period? Why or why 

not? (i.e. historical fiction) 
o Was the title of the text a good one? Why or why not? 
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ReadWorks" Siblings 

Siblings 
by ReadWorks 

Mikey was eating breakfast on a Saturday morning when her mom came into the kitchen to 
ask where her older brother was. 

"I don't know," she said. "He's probably playing video games." She slurped another mouthful 
of cereal off her spoon and heard her mom calling to Henry to get out of the basement for 
once. She turned the page of the book she was reading. 

Henry had turned 16 a few weeks before, and since then, he had spent most of his weekends 
in the basement-there was an old TV set up with his video game console, a mini-fridge filled 
with sodas, and a beat-up, old futon their dad had in college. The washing machine and dryer 
were also located down there, and Mikey knew her mom hated it when Henry wouldn't leave 
the basement long enough for her to do the laundry in peace. 

Their mom walked back into the kitchen and sat down across the table from Mikey. 

"I just don't understand that boy anymore," she said. "Does he talk to you?" 

"He stopped talking to me in the third grade, when he started coming home late on school 
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks" Siblings 

days," Mikey said. She shrugged and put her book down. 

They used to be best friends, Mikey and Henry. They took their golden retriever Scout on long 
walks through the undeveloped forest area behind their house every day after school. They 
would pretend to be in Middle Earth, like the characters from the Lord of the Rings series 
(which Henry used to read obsessively). Mikey was basically interested in anything Henry 
was and happy to be Gollum or an ore or whatever evil creature Henry felt like vanquishing 
that day. (Scout was always on Mikey's side, because she had a disadvantage, being 
younger than Henry and the evil character.) When it got dark, they would make their way back 
through the trees to the wide lawn in the backyard of their house, and then in through the 
sliding glass doors to the kitchen for a snack. Henry liked to eat peanut butter sandwiches 
and would make three: two for him and one for Mikey. Their mom would come home a little 
while later, and they would pretend to be starving for dinner. 

But at some point in the last year, everything changed. Henry started making plans with his 
friends after school, and the house would be empty-except for Scout-when Mikey was 
dropped off from carpool after school. Sometimes Henry didn't come home until after Mikey 
and her parents were already sitting down to eat dinner. lt soon became Mikey's job to take 
Scout on a walk by herself, but it was becoming winter, and the sun was setting early, and 
Mikey was nervous to go into the undeveloped woods by herself. 

"Really, Mom, the person it bothers the most is Scout. She absolutely hates having to walk on 
the streets in the neighborhood. Dogs were made for running around trees, not for walking on 
asphalt." Mikey shrugged again. 

Her mom smiled at her sadly and reached across the table to take Mikey's cheek in her hand, 
but Mikey brushed it off quickly. She always did that when she felt sorry for Mikey. 

"I'm sorry, sweetie," she said. "Do you want me and Dad to talk to Henry about Scout's 
predicament?" 

Mikey shook her head emphatically. "He would just resent Scout," she said. 

Her mom nodded. "Maybe. I'm sure he'll grow out of this phase soon." 

Mikey picked her book up again. "I doubt it," she said. 

Her mom stood up and left the kitchen. Sunlight was streaming in through the big windows 
that surrounded the room, and Scout was lying in a patch of warmth under Mikey's chair. She 
supposed this was how it would always be: her and Scout, hanging out and growing old 
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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together as if Henry had never existed. 

Suddenly, the whirring sound of the washing machine rose up from the basement. Henry 
walked into the kitchen and sat down where their mom was sitting before. 

"Hey, Mikey," he said. "Want to take Scout on a walk?" 

Mikey put her book down and smiled. "Sure," she said. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks" Siblings - Comprehension Questions 

Name: Date: ---------------- ------- 
1. According to Mikey, where has Henry spent most of his weekends since he turned 16? 

A. in the woods 

B. with his sister 

C. in his room 

D. in the basement 

2. What main problem does Mikey face? 

A. Her brother Henry does not spend much time with her anymore. 

B. Her brother Henry no longer makes her sandwiches after school. 

C. Her dog Scout does not want to go on walks on the streets in the neighborhood. 

D. She always has to pretend to be the bad guy when she plays with her brother. 

3. Mikey looks up to her older brother Henry and likes being with him. What evidence from 
the passage best supports this conclusion? 

A. "They took their golden retriever Scout on long walks through the undeveloped forest area 
behind their house every day after school." 

B. "Scout was always on Mikey's side, because she had a disadvantage, being younger than 
Henry and the evil one." 

C. "Mikey was basically interested in anything Henry was and happy to be Gollum or an ore 
or whatever evil creature Henry felt like vanquishing that day." 

D. "They would pretend to be in Middle Earth, like the characters from theLord of the Rings 
series (which Henry used to read obsessively)." 

4. Why does Mikey tell her mom that Scout is most bothered by Henry not spending time 
with them? 

A. because Mikey thinks this will get Henry to spend time with her again 

B. because Mikey does not want to tell her mom how much she misses Henry 

C. because Mikey is worried about Scout's emotional well-being 

D. because Mikey wants her mom to tell Henry to take Scout on walks again 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReaclWorks" Siblings - Comprehension Questions 

5. What is this story mostly about? 

A. a brother and sister who stay close friends as they grow up 
B. a girl who likes taking walks in the woods with her dog 
C. a boy grows up and develops new interests 
D. a girl who misses spending time with her brother 

6. Read the following sentences: 

"Really, Mom, the person it bothers the most is Scout. She absolutely hates having to walk 
on the streets in the neighborhood. Dogs were made for running around trees, not for 
walking on asphalt." Mikey shrugged again. 

"I'm sorry, sweetie," she said. "Do you want me and Dad to talk to Henry about Scout's 
predicament?" 

As used in this sentence, what does the word "predicament" mean? 

A. a difficult or unpleasant situation 
B. an argument with someone 
C. a question that is easy to answer 
D. a pleasant and enjoyable situation 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

______ , Mikey and Henry spent a lot of time together, but now Henry spends most 
of his weekends alone in the basement. 

A. Specifically 
B. Previously 
C. Although 
D. Finally 

8. Why does Mikey have to take Scout on walks by herself now? 

9. How has Mikey and Henry's relationship changed since Henry turned 16? 

1 O. How has the change in Mikey and Henry's relationship affected Mikey? Identify and 
explain an example from the passage that shows how Mikey feels about her relationship 
with Henry. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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The Farmer, the Snake, and the Eggs and Bacon 
by Vinnie Rotondaro 

The farmer woke up just as the sun crested his windowsill. Rays of light poured over his face. 
His eyelids cracked open. 

The farmer lifted his rough, powerful hands to his face and began to rub away the last of his 
dreams. Yawning, he pushed himself up onto his bottom and shook his head. His hair was a 
mess. He swung his legs off the bed, rose to his feet, straightened out his body and shot his 
arms into the air, stretching this way and that. lt was time to start the day. 

He had a mean hunger that morning. Truth be told, the farmer had a mean hunger every 
morning. Farm work is hard work, and for this farmer, like any other, breakfast was the most 
important meal of the day. "It's like putting a big old log on the fire," he often said about the 
meal. "You get that one big log on, get it burning real hard, and that fire will keep going all day 
long." That's how the farmer viewed breakfast. Eat something healthy, and eat much of it. 

"What should I eat this morning?" the farmer thought to himself. 

He thought and thought, rubbing his chin with those rough, powerful hands of his. Then it hit 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReaclWorks" The Farmer, the Snake, and the Eggs and Bacon 

him. 

"Ah," he said. "Eggs and bacon." 

The farmer didn't always eat eggs and bacon. Too many eggs and too much bacon too often 
isn't a healthy way to start one's day. But eaten every now and again it is a great way to get a 
healthy dose of protein, which is especially useful when one has much work to do - as the 
farmer often did. 

"Yes," the farmer said to himself. "Today I will treat myself." 

He was giddy at that thought. There was nothing better in the farmer's estimation than two 
farm fresh eggs cooked over-easy and laid atop some bacon strips. The sight of it, the smell 
of it, the taste of it - the whole of it just gave the farmer that good and happy feeling. lt filled 
him with love for life. 

The bacon had been curing for some time in a shed outside his kitchen, and was ready to go. 
The eggs were another matter. The farmer would have to go to the chicken coop to collect 
them. So that's what he decided he would do. 

The farmer slipped on his overalls and laced up his boots and put on a broad, round-rimmed 
leather hat. He combed down his bristly beard and pulled his long, stringy hair back into a 
ponytail, and walked out the door. 

The chicken coop was a short distance away from the farmhouse, down past the pigpen and 
the garden. 

"I'll be picking some of you," the farmer thought as he passed the lettuce patch. "And some of 
you," he thought passing the tomatoes. "And you I already have," he thought, passing the 
pigs. 

But something seemed off when he neared the chicken coop. The chickens were making a 
fuss, clucking and flapping and swirling about all together in a corner of the coop. Usually they 
were relaxed, but this morning, no, they weren't relaxed. Something was wrong. 

The farmer grew suspicious, and when he got closer, he saw what was wrong. A big, black, 
mean-looking snake had snuck into the coop. 

"A snake, great," the farmer thought. "Okay, let's get to solving this problem." 

"I'll need to find a long stick," he thought. "Preferably with a hook on the end of it." 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®. Inc. All rights reserved. 
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The farmer was almost put in a bad mood by the turn of events, but he tried hard to keep a 
positive attitude - to keep that love of life coursing through him. He darted off to the woods 
and spent a couple of minutes rummaging around through the brush. Then he found it - the 
perfect stick, long, strong and hooked at the end. 

"Eureka!" he exclaimed. 

The farmer ran back to the chicken coop with the stick in hand. He opened the door to the 
coop and poked at the snake. He was far away enough not to risk getting bitten, and it hissed 
and stabbed its head out, showing its fangs. 

The farmer poked at it again, and this time, when it shot its head out he started pulling the 
rest of its body along with the hook on the end of the stick. Scooting back with his feet, he 
pulled that snake plumb out of the chicken coop and then whacked the snake on the butt. 

"Get outa here you stupid snake!" he yelled. 

The farmer shook his head in disbelief. "The things I have to go through to get some eggs and 
bacon," he thought. 

Then he thought about what lay in store for him, and his eyes opened wide with anticipation. 
He grabbed two eggs, darted back to the garden, picked some lettuce and a tomato and ran 
to the shed where he kept the cured bacon. 

The food was bundled up high in his hands as he nudged the farmhouse door open with his 
foot, and walking into the kitchen, he let it all fall out onto the big wooden cutting board he had 
by the stove. 

"Ready to roll!" the farmer said. 

He washed the lettuce and the tomato, and cooked up the bacon. When it was crispy he took 
it out of the pan and, using the leftover fat, he cooked up those eggs. 

"Man!" the farmer said, laying the eggs overtop the bacon, alongside the lettuce and 
tomatoes. "Man, does that breakfast look good!" 
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ReadWorks" The Farmer, the Snake, and the Eggs and Bacon - Comprehension Questions 

Name: Date: _ 

1. Which of the following meals was most important for the farmer? 

A. brunch 

B. breakfast 

C. dinner 

D. lunch 

2. What problem did the farmer encounter when he went to get eggs from the chicken 
coop? 

A. The snake in the coop had eaten all the eggs. 
B. A snake had snuck into the coop and he needed to get the snake out. 

C. The chickens had not laid any eggs so he could not make his breakfast. 

D. He couldn't find a stick with a hook at the end. 

3. Read the following sentence: "The farmer was almost put in a bad mood by the turn 
of events, but he tried hard to keep a positive attitude - to keep that love of life coursing 
through him." 

Based on this evidence, what conclusion can be made about the farmer's personality? 

A. The farmer gets angry easily. 

B. The farmer doesn't care about keeping a positive attitude. 

C. The farmer is generally a positive person. 

D. The farmer is usually in a bad mood. 

4. Why did the farmer need to eat a big, healthy breakfast? 

A. He only ate one meal a day so he made sure it was a big, healthy one. 

B. He had not eaten for days. 

C. He was going on a long trip and needed a lot of energy. 

D. He needed a lot of energy to do the hard farm work. 
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ReadWorks" The Farmer, the Snake, and the Eggs and Bacon - Comprehension Questions 

5. What is this story mainly about? 

A. the importance of breakfast 

B. the recipe for eggs and bacon 

C. what a farmer does to prepare breakfast for himself 

D. how to get a snake out of a chicken coop 

6. Read the following sentence: "The farmer lifted his rough, powerful hands to his face 
and began to rub away the last of his dreams." 

What does the author mean when he writes that the farmer began to "rub away the 
last of his dreams"? 

A. The farmer was rubbing his face when he was sleeping. 

B. The farmer was dreaming that he was rubbing his face. 

C. The farmer felt like he was dreaming when he was awake. 

D. The farmer rubbed his face to wake up and begin his day. 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

The farmer found a snake in the chicken coop he was able to get it out. 

A. because 

B. but 

C. so 

D. after 

8. What did the farmer have to do in order to take the snake out of the chicken coop? 

9. Describe the steps the farmer took to prepare his breakfast. 

1 O. Should the farmer have gone through the trouble of treating himself to a breakfast of 
eggs and bacon? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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The Magic Glasses 
by Rebecca White 
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Violet had always worn glasses, for as long as she could remember. Being ten years old, it 
was possible she'd been wearing them for ten years. Maybe she was born with glasses! 

Violet couldn't see things that were far away from her, but she also had trouble reading. Her 
eyesight was very poor. 

Sometimes, while she was doing her homework in study hall, her glasses would slide down to 
the tip of her nose. Once, they even fell off her face and landed on the floor. 

"Violet, what's going on?" her teacher, Mrs. Shellsworth, asked when she saw Violet crawling 
on the floor once with her hands stretched out. 

"I can't find my glasses," replied Violet, shyly. The rest of the students looked up from their 
books and started to laugh. 

When Violet found the brown specs behind her desk, she quickly put them back onto her 
face. But they wouldn't stay on; they were broken. 

Not wanting to draw any more attention to herself, Violet held her glasses onto her face with 
her index finger and pretended to read. 

That night, she told her mother what had happened. 

"We're going to have to get you new glasses," she said, sternly. Violet's mother was a doctor, 
and she worked long hours. When she came home, she was often too tired to do much of 
anything other than watch television with Violet. Her father didn't live with her. He'd moved out 
of the house when Violet was just a little girl. She visited her father on weekends, though. He 
lived in a nearby town and always took her to baseball games in the summer. 
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But it wasn't summer yet. Violet still had three months left of school, and that meant three 
more months of being made fun of because of her silly loose glasses. 

Violet hated her glasses. 

The day after her glasses had fallen to the floor, Violet's mother took her to the eye doctor. 
They did all sorts of tests to see whether she needed a new prescription. After the tests, 
which showed that her eyes had gotten worse since the last time she'd been there, it was 
time to pick out new glasses frames. 

Violet looked at the shiny glass case that was almost as tall as she was. There were boring 
brown frames and simple black frames. But there were also some pink and blue frames, and 
even some sparkly yellow frames. 

"Mom, can I get those?" Violet said, pointing to the sparkly yellow frames. 

"No, you cannot. Those glasses are not appropriate for school," said her mother tersely. 

"But..." said Violet. 

"No 'buts.' You will get these frames right here," said her mother, pointing to some round gray 
glasses that Violet hadn't even noticed. 

Violet was sad, but there was no use arguing with her mother. She was stuck with the gray 
frames. 

Still, Violet wasn't about to put them on right away. She decided to pout, instead, all the way 
home. 

The next day was a Saturday. lt was raining hard, and Violet wouldn't have gone outside if her 
father weren't coming to take her to the movies. 

"You all ready, Bug?" her dad asked, when he came to pick her up. He always called her Bug. 
"Where are your glasses?" he asked, when he saw her squinting up at him. 

"I got new ones," said Violet. Worried that her father wouldn't like them, she'd put them in her 
backpack and was going to wear them in the dark theater where she knew no one could see 
them. 

"Well, where are they?" he said. 
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Violet, not wanting to cause a scene, reached into her bag and put the round gray frames 
onto her face. She didn't like them and was hoping maybe she could convince her dad to buy 
her new ones. 

On the way to the movie theater, she noticed something very strange while peering through 
her new glasses. Way in the distance, a small bird was smiling at her. Flapping its wings and 
smiling. 

That can't be right, she thought. Then she looked around and noticed that other birds were 
making faces as well. A pigeon in a tree almost a mile away looked as if it had smelled 
something strange; its beak was twisted to the side as if in disgust. Then, on the sidewalk 
near a park they were approaching, she could see a squirrel sneeze, rub its nose, then move 
its lips as if to say, "Excuse me!" 

Immediately, she pulled the glasses off of her face, in shock. 

"What's wrong?" asked her father. 

But Violet didn't want to say what she had seen. Were animals supposed to be so animated? 
Were these magical glasses? 

She didn't know, but one thing was for sure: she'd never seen such things before in her life, 
and she wanted to see more. 

Slowly, she put the glasses back on. They were almost at the movie theater, so she made 
sure to look at as many trees as possible in search of more squirrels, more birds, and more 
little creatures. 

Pushing her face up against the car window to her right, she started to stare intently and 
noticed a man walking his dog. The man was walking slowly, playing with his cell phone while 
his white poodle was pulling hard on its leash. Violet started to focus on the poodle, and she 
could have sworn she saw the pet roll its eyes and shake its head. 

"Hurry up!" she said loudly, as her car went by the man with the cell phone. "Your dog is 
getting bored!" 

"Excuse me?" said her father. "Who are you yelling at?" 

"Oh, nothing," said Violet. Her new glasses were her little secret, for now. And she couldn't 
wait to explore the world through a new set of eyes! 
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