PITTSVILLE PIPELINE
December 2021
A Message from Mrs. Gosnell

Please note the recent calendar changes that were approved at the November Board meeting. The following dates are now 3 hour early dismissal dates:

•

Wednesday, December 8, 2021

•

Friday, January 14, 2022

•

Friday, February 18, 2022

•

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

•

Friday, April 1, 2022 (was previously virtual day scheduled for April 4th)

•

Wednesday, April 13, 2022

•

Wednesday, May 11, 2022

As we begin the month of December and anticipate a much needed holiday break, we ask that you assist us by continuing to encourage students at home to
maintain expectations and continue putting forth appropriate effort. We were pleased by the majority of students meeting with tremendous success during
the first marking term and encourage students to keep their momentum throughout the second marking term.
We hope that our families are able to enjoy time together over the holiday break!

Publisher/Editor: Mrs. Kristin DeFelice
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Bus Referral Policy

•

Cell Phone Policy

Elementary Students:

1st Bus Referral: Student may be suspended off the
bus. School -based administrator can give more days
off the bus.

•

2nd Bus Referral: Student may be suspended off the
bus. School -based administrator can give more days
off the bus.

•

3rd Bus Referral: Student is suspended off the bus until
a successful conference is held in the Transportation
Office.

•

4th Bus Referral: Student is suspended off the bus for
30 days.

•

5th Bus Referral: Student is suspended off the bus for
the remainder of the school year.

•

Middle School Students:

Car riders are dropped off and picked up in the
back of the school.

•

Car riders are not to be dropped off in the morning
or picked up in the afternoon in the front of the
school building.

May use cell phones in the morning during homeroom with teacher
permission.

•

At the start of class students are to have cell phones put away.
Classrooms have a phone station for that purpose.

•

Students may use their cell phones at lunch. Phones may be used to
play games, music (with ear buds), watch videos but may not be used
to take pictures or videos of others.

Please refer to the Dress Code Document that can be
found on the BOE Web Site and on our school web
site.

Bus riders are dropped off and picked up in the
front of the school.

•

•

Dress Code Policy

Car Riders/Bus Riders Safety

•

Are not permitted to have cell phones on school property.

A copy of the policy can be picked up in the main
office of the school.

Absences

AM: 7:20-7:45 am
PM: 2:30-3:10 pm.

•

When a student is absent from school a doctor’s note
or a parent note must be submitted within 5 days
following the absence. Beyond 5 days the absence
will be unexcused.

•

Students will have one day for every day absent to
make up work.

•

If you request make-up work, teachers will need 24
hours to compile the work.

•

If you are planning an extended vacation you will
need to fill out an absence form for approval. A total
of 3 days per year are permitted and will be excused.

Parent Advisory Team
We are excited to have a wonderful group of
parents who will serve on our school’s Parent
Advisory Team. The purpose of this team is to
serve the needs of the students here at Pittsville.
Please send your thoughts and suggestions to Mrs.
Jessica Smith at jesmith@wcboe.org.
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Gr eetin gs f rom 4th Grad e

In reading and Language, students will continue to learn and read Nonfiction text.
Students are listening to short stories and comparing them to each other. Students
will continue to work on their informational writing pieces in class.
In math, students will continue their progress through unit 3 of the Everyday
Mathematics curriculum. During this unit, students are working with fractions and
decimals and identifying equivalent fractions, comparing fractions, and will soon be
multiplying a fraction by a whole number. Please continue to work with your student
at home on their multiplication facts. Being fluent in their multiplication facts will
increase their success in the coming months.
In science, students will finish up their natural disaster projects and then we will
begin our Life Science unit. We learn about plants and animals during this unit.
In social studies, students will be learning about the regions of the United States.
*Students are starting to run low on school supplies, check with your child to make
sure they have enough glue, pencils, crayons, or color pencils.
*If your student is absent, please make sure to check Google Classroom for the
work they missed in their classes.
*As the weather starts to get cooler, please be sure your child wears a coat or
sweatshirt to school. Thank you for your help!
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5th Grade Team
Thanks to everyone that helped make our HALO donations successful! Our students really enjoyed learning
about the HALO organization and the understanding of why we conducted the donation drive.
In Reading, we are continuing to work on nonfiction text, text organizational structure, and informational
text. In Writing, we are continuing to work in our informational unit.
In Math, we are learning about fractions and reviewing basic math facts. We will be baking cookies from
scratch using our math skills learned with fractions. In Social Studies, we are learning all about the states within the
United States, working on learning about the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. And, in Science, we are

continuing our focus on the Earth and recycling.
Some important dates to remember for December:
12/8 – Early Dismissal
12/15 - Progress Reports available online
12/17: Annual Holiday Read-in – more information forthcoming
12/20-1/2: School Closed for Winter Holiday
Please continue to encourage best behavior and respect, completing all assignments in a timely manner, and
following our PBIS core values: being respectful, being responsible, being safe, and being scholarly. Please be sure
your child comes to school with a fully charged computer and charging cord each day. This is incredibly important.

And, as you get ready to send your child back to school in January, please take inventory of their supplies and
replenish them as needed. Disinfectant wipes are appreciated as they are used daily.
As a reminder, Mrs. Deao will continue her maternity leave until early March 2022. Mr. Lionel Batson will
continue to be the long-term substitute in the classroom. If you need to contact Mr. Batson, his email address is
lbatson@wcboe.org.
Lastly, remember the best way to contact Mrs. Deao: rdeao@wcboe.org / Mr. Batson: lbatson@wcboe.org
or Mr. Foster: jfoster@wcboe.org is through email or class dojo messaging. Click this link to sign up for DOJO:
https://www.classdojo.com/invite/?c=C83VCGZ
The best way to contact Mrs. Jones is through email: crjones@wcboe.org or Remind. Click this link to sign up for
Remind: https://www.remind.com/join/21-22jones
From our families to yours, we want to wish you Happy Holidays and a safe New Year. We look forward to your
return, Monday, January 3, 2022 .If you need to reach us, please e-mail us at:
crjones@wcboe.org - Mrs. Crystal Jones
lbatson@wcboe.org – Mr. Batson
rdeao@wcboe.org – Mrs. Deao
jfoster@wcboe.org – Mr. Joe Foster
Have a holly jolly December!!
~Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Deao, Mr. Batson, and Mr. Foster
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6th G r ade B ri efs

Second quarter has begun. Please make sure you have checked your
students grades in parent portal. Semester courses end at the end of
this marking term, so this quarter is very important for half year
courses including Science and History. Multiplication facts need to
continue to be practiced for Math as these will be used for years to
come.

7th Grade Brie fs
The 7th grade students will study Financial Literacy using resources by Junior
Achievement during December. Students will be reading the drama “A
Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley” during the month of December.
Students will be working on a long-term essay, analyzing Scrooge’s character
and his transformation as a result of each ghost’s visit. In science students
will study “Traits and Inheritance.” Instruction in Mr. Benjamin’s World
History class will be about the Middle East and Africa.
Please track your child’s academic progress utilizing the Family Portal.
Midterms for the 2nd marking term will be available on Wednesday,
December 15th. The second marking term ends on Friday, January 28th.
Thank you and enjoy the holiday break!
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Eighth Grade News
It is extremely important that students submit all work on time, as
well as completing any online make up work while they are at home due
to sickness or quarantine. Students should be completing 30 minutes a
week of the ALEK online Math program, as well as 45 minutes of
I-Ready. In ELA, all students have novels assigned and are expected
to be reading at home each night. In History, students are continuing
their unit on the American Revolution. Service Learning opportunities
have been given in ELA and Science, and are forthcoming in Math and
History.

PBIS
We are starting off the year with many students being able to participate in our
first ice cream social incentive. Many students had numerous stamps, which is
very encouraging! In order to be able to participate in incentives students must
have the minimum number of stamps, not have 3 or more unexcused absences
or any in or out of school suspensions.
To earn stamps students must show the 4 B's- being respectful, responsible,
safe and scholarly.
Please continue to reinforce these values at home- this program works best
together!
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PITTSVILLE BAND
NOTABLE EVENTS
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Concert Band

Practices
• December 2 (7th & 8th Grade only)
• December 9 (7th and 8th Grade only)
Performances
December 3: 6th - 8th Grade Bands perform at Center @ Salisbury
• On the stage in front of Boscov’s at 1:00
• Chorus is also performing
• Lunch in the food court before performance
• Parents are welcome!
December 16: Holiday Concert at Parkside High School
• All 6th - 8th grade advanced band students will perform
• Report time is 6:30 PM, Concert begins at 7:00
• Concert will end around 7:45
• Please wear PPE and practice appropriate social distancing
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Marching Band, Drum Line and Colorguard
Practices
December 7
December 14

•

Parades
Sunday, December 5: Salisbury Christmas Parade
• Meet at school in full uniform at 11:00 AM
• Parade begins 1:00
Parade route is on downtown Main Street ending near Mill Street
Saturday, December 18: Willards Christmas Parade
• More information to come on report time, etc.

Practices end at 4:30 and students are to be picked up in front of the school.
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Chorus News...

Pittsville Middle & Elementary
Choir

December has arrived! Please see the dates below for our events this month.
Dec. 1st 3:10 – 4:15pm Mandatory After School Rehearsal for Middle School Choir students
Dec. 3rd 11:15 – 2:30pm Middle School Choir Field Trip to Center of Salisbury
Dec. 9th 6:30 – 7:15pm Middle School Choir Holiday Concert at Pittsville (students report at 6pm to
gym)
Dec. 13th 3:10 – 4:15pm
Mandatory After School Rehearsal for Elementary Choir Students
Dec. 15th 6:30 – 7:00pm Elementary Choir Holiday Concert at Pittsville (students report at 6:15 to
gym)
Concert Attire:
• Middle Schoolers should wear their choir polos and blue jeans.
• Elementary Schoolers should wear a festive outfit with focuses of green and red. Consider appropriate shoe height for walking on a stage.

Page 9

The Pittsville PIPELINE

News from Media Center...
News from the Media Center
Our school has read about 10 MILLION WORDS so far!
Our students are doing a terrific job reading books and quizzing themselves using Accelerated Reader. Please
continue to encourage your child to read anything they can get their hands on, especially over the winter break,
and talk about what they’re reading. Reading allows their brain, and yours, to grow stronger and smarter!

If your child enjoys reading on the computer or tablet, go to Clever. Access the school’s Pittsville Destiny catalog
or the Sora app (for middle schoolers) and find a variety of eBooks they can read. There are also resource links in
Clever, for research projects students are doing in class.

The Pittsville Branch of the Wicomico Public Library also has many free resources,
eBooks and reading game sites, which appeal to all ages. Best yet, all of it is free 24/7,
with your library card or your child’s virtual library card! Go to wicomicolibrary.org.
Click on Services – Databases & Magazines, to see the list of options.
If you are looking for something to do inside with your children, check out the events
calendar to see what’s happening at the Pittsville Branch or a Salisbury Branch. All
events are free!

“Winter quote”: Allyson Pearl. Pinterest. 13 Nov 2017.

5th G r ade HAL O D onat ion D r ive
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Service-Learning Hours
Middle school students can log their service learning hours in X2Vol which can be accessed through Clever,
under the Naviance tab. All students have a Naviance account and use their computer login information to access it. I have been impressed by the number of students who have already acquired service learning hours. I
will be in classes to show students how to input hours and navigate X2Vol.
Here are some guidelines to follow if you are unsure if an activity meets the criteria for service learning:
(These examples would NOT be considered service learning.)
Any service-learning activity that violates federal or state law which prohibits discrimination on the basis
of race, color, sex, age, national origin, religion, or disability cannot be counted toward the service-learning
graduation requirement.
Any service-learning activity that compensates a student with money, goods, or services such that the service-learning activity is performed in expectation of both the service-learning credit and the money, goods,
or services cannot be counted toward the service-learning graduation requirement.
Any service-learning activity whose chief purpose is to convert others to a particular religious, moral, or
spiritual view and/or which denigrates the religious, moral, or spiritual views of others cannot be counted
toward the service-learning graduation requirement.
Any service-learning activity whose chief purpose is to help prepare and/or participate in the performance
of a religious service cannot be counted toward the service-learning graduation requirement.
Any service-learning activity whose chief purpose is to serve the student’s own family, and which does not
extend the benefit of the service activity to other families in need cannot be counted toward the servicelearning graduation requirement.
Any service-learning activity that is done independently by the student without adequate preparation or
reflection components as verified by designated school personnel, or in the absence of such designated personnel by the school Principal cannot be counted toward the service-learning graduation requirement.

Any service-learning activity that replaces a paid staff worker of the participating agency or institution with
a student earning service-learning credit cannot be counted toward the service-learning graduation requirement.
Any service-learning activity whose chief purpose is to increase the amount of revenue for a private, for
profit business or to generate new revenue for that business cannot be counted toward the service-learning
graduation requirement.
I encourage students and parents to talk with me or read the guidelines on the county website:
www.wcboe.org under the Student Services tab prior to completing an activity if you have any questions.
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