
 
 
 
Great Prekindergarten Learning Taking Place in Wicomico Schools; Some Seats Available 
 

The school year is well underway for our youngest students, who are learning and growing in 
Prekindergarten classrooms around Wicomico County. A few seats remain open in our 
Prekindergarten classes, and now is the time for Wicomico families to complete the registration 
process so their children can experience all of the benefits of a transformative Prekindergarten 
education. 
 
“Our 3- and 4-year-old Prekindergarten students are going to grow up to be successful older 
students and successful adults in our community,” said Lauren Monroe, Lead Teacher for Early 
Childhood Programs and a former Prekindergarten teacher who was a Wicomico Teacher of the 
Year. “If they get all of the foundational skills they need in Prekindergarten, then when they 
enter Kindergarten they’ll be likely to be more successful. They’ll have a solid foundation in 
areas like how to interact with peers, and how and why we do what we do in the classroom. 
They will already have enjoyed an introduction to literature and writing, mathematical 
principles, and scientific processes.” 
 
Prekindergarten teachers and parents see the power of Prekindergarten learning not just from 
the beginning of the school year to the end, but every day. “The gain is monumental,” said 
Sandra Drummond, Supervisor of Early Childhood Programs and Title 1 Schools. “They are 
different children not just at the end of the year, but at the end of the first day. By the end of a 
month of Prekindergarten, the children have learned how we do school, so they’re prepared to 
learn and grow. It changes them as people.”  
 
Is your child eligible for Prekindergarten, either as a 4 year old or 3 year old? Did you submit an 
application for Prekindergarten that is not yet complete? Now is the time to turn 
Prekindergarten from a possibility into a daily opportunity for your child. 
 

• Step 1: Visit www.wcboe.org and click on School Locator under the Quick Links. Put in 
the child’s home address to find out which school the child would attend for 
Prekindergarten. 

 

• Step 2: Call the school to check on availability of Prekindergarten seats at that school.  
 
Full-day Prekindergarten-4 program for qualified children who turned 4 by Sept. 1, 2018: Judy 
Center catchment area of Beaver Run Elementary, and the Prekindergarten Expansion sites of 
Charles H. Chipman Elementary, Pemberton Elementary, Pinehurst Elementary, Prince Street 

http://www.wcboe.org/


Elementary and West Salisbury Elementary. At the Prekindergarten Expansion Grant schools, 
children must meet the Sept. 1 age deadline to be eligible for admission. Families must also 
meet the income level requirement for Prekindergarten Expansion schools. 
 
Half-day Prekindergarten-4 program for qualified children who turned 4 by Sept. 1, 2018: 
Delmar Elementary, Fruitland Primary, Northwestern Elementary, Westside Primary and 
Willards Elementary. Children may be eligible for early Prekindergarten admission to one of 
these schools if their birthday falls between Sept. 2-Oct. 15. On parent/guardian request, a 
child will be evaluated individually for early admission.  
 
Full-day Prekindergarten-3 program at Beaver Run Elementary and Pemberton Elementary. 
Qualified children must have turned 3 on or before September 1, 2018.   
 

• Step 3: If space is available in the school your child is districted to attend, visit the school 
with the required documentation to register the child to begin attending 
Prekindergarten. (Students may attend a school outside of their assigned attendance 
area if space is available, and if the family provides transportation.)  

 
To register or apply, parents/guardians will need to present the following documents at the 
school:  
 

• a child’s birth certificate or registration of birth 

• driver’s license or picture ID of parent or legal guardian 

• child’s immunization record and current physical 

• child’s Social Security card 

• two forms of proof-of-residency documentation, in the name of the parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s).  
◼ For homeowners: Mortgage/property tax bill and one of the following: Current 

utility (gas, water or electric) bill with service address.  
◼ For those living at a rental property: Current signed lease plus one of the following: 

Current utility (gas, water or electric) bill with service address.  
◼ For those living with someone else whose name is on the home and utility bills: 

Bring that person and the two forms of proof of residency listed above, and driver’s 
license or picture ID for both of you.  

• child’s IEP/IFSP (if applicable) 

• court custody papers 

• income verification (for Prekindergarten only, including both Prek 3 Year Old and Prek 4 
Year Old): 2017 Maryland tax return (if available) OR W2 AND either four most current 
consecutive pay stubs, or State of Maryland Benefit Eligibility Letter (if applicable) 

 
Prekindergarten is not mandatory, but it is so beneficial to student success in Kindergarten and 
beyond that Wicomico has expanded its offerings whenever possible, and is working toward 
the goal of universal Prekindergarten for all Wicomico 4 year olds. This year, with generous 
funding from Wicomico County, the school system added five Prekindergarten classrooms to 
provide Prek learning opportunities to even more Wicomico children. Thanks to a donation 



from the Wicomico County Education Foundation, each of those new classrooms received 
instructional technology to support student learning. 
 
Priority Prekindergarten admission is given to Wicomico County children and Delmar, Del. 
children meeting any of these criteria: 
  

• come from low-income, at-risk, or homeless situations 

• have prior participation in Head Start  

• experience challenges like emergency or health problems, limited English proficiency, or 
other home or family circumstances 

• recommended for the program by government or court referral 
 
 
 
 

 


