
FSAID 
The FSA ID - a username and password - has replaced the Federal Student Aid PIN and must be used to log in 
to certain U.S. Department of Education websites. Your FSA ID confirms your identity when you access your 
financial aid information and electronically sign Federal Student Aid documents. If you do not already have an 
FSA ID, you can create one when logging in to fafsa.gov, the National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS®) at 
www.nslds.ed.gov, Studentloans.gov, StudentAid.gov, and Agreement to Serve (ATS) at www.teach-ats.ed.gov. 
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You can use your FSA ID to sign a FAFSA right away. Once the Social Security Administration verifies your 
information in one to three days, or if you have linked your PIN to your FSA ID, you will be able to use your 
FSA ID to access the websites listed above. For help, visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid. 
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WHAT is federal student aid? 
Federal student aid comes from the federal government 
specifically, the U.S. Department of Education. It's money that 
helps a student pay for higher education expenses (i.e., college, 
career school, or graduate school expenses). 

Federal student aid covers such expenses as tuition and fees, 
room and board, books and supplies, and transportation. 

There are three main categories of federal student aid: grants, 
work-study, and ioans. Check with your school's financial aid 
office to find out which programs the school participates in. 

WHO gets federal student aid? 
Every student who meets certain eligibility requirements can 
get some type of federal student aid, regardless of age or family 
income. Some of the most basic eligibility requirements are that 
you must 

• demonstrate financial need (for most programs-to learn 
more, visit StudentAid.gov/how-calculated); 

• be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen; 
• have a valid Social Security number; 
• register (if you haven't already) with Selective Service if 

you're a male between the ages of 18 and 25; 
- 

• maintain satisfactory academic progress in college or career 
school; 

• sign the certification statement on the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form stating that 
o you are not in default on a federal student loan and do 

not owe money on a federal student grant, and 
o you will use federal student aid only for educational 

purposes; and 
• show you're qualified to obtain a college or career school 

education by 
o having a high school diploma or a General Educational 

Development (GED) certificate or a state-recognized 
equivalent; or 

o completing a high school education in a home-school 
setting approved under state law; or 

o enrolling in an eligible career pathways program. 

Find more details about eligibility criteria 
at StudentAid.gov/eligibility. 

HOW do you apply for federal student aid? 
1. To apply for federal student aid, you need to complete the 

FAFSA® form at fafsa.gov. If you plan to attend college from 
July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019, you'll be able to submit a 
2018-19 FAFSA form beginning on Oct. 1, 2017. You'll be 
required to report income and tax information from 2016. 
Schools and states often use FAFSA information to award 
nonfederal aid, but their deadlines vary. Check with the 
schools that you're interested in for their deadlines, and find 
state deadlines at fafsa.gov. 

2. Students and parents are required to use an FSA ID, made 
up of a username and password, to submit their FAFSA 
form online and to access sensitive information on U.S. 
Department of Education websites. Your FSA ID is used to 
confirm your identity and electronically sign your federal 
student aid documents. Your FSA ID has the same legal 
status as a written signature. Don't give your FSA ID to 
anyone or allow anyone to create an FSA ID for you. To 
create an FSA ID, visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid. 

3. After you apply, you'll receive a Student Aid Report, or SAR. 
Your SAR contains the information reported on your FAFSA 
and usually includes your Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC). The EFC is a number (not a dollar amount) used 
to determine your eligibility for federal student aid. Review 
your SAR information to make sure it's correct. The 
school(s) you list on your FAFSA will get your SAR data 
electronically. 

4. Contact the school(s) you might attend. Make sure the 
financial aid office at each school you're interested in has 
all the information needed to determine your eligibility. If 
you're eligible, each school's financial aid office will send 
you an aid offer showing the amount and types of aid (from 
all sources) the school will offer you. You can compare the 
aid offers you received and see which school is the most 
affordable once financial aid is taken into account. 

5. Completing and submitting the FAFSA form is free and 
quick, and it gives you access to the largest sources of 
financial aid to pay for college or career school-federal, 
state, and school sources. If you need a paper FAFSA form, 
request one at edpubs.gov or call toll free at 1-877-433-7827. 

Federal 
Student 
Aid 
An OFFICE of th~ 
U.S. OEPARTMt:NT of EDUCATION 

PROUD SPONSOR of 
the AMERICAN MIND" 

D-AID (l-800~433-3243) foIÍ-fr~e .. 
. ,' ~ . ' -_ ... ', -_ ., .. , :· __ ;._:· 



FEDERAL STU.DENT AID AT .A GLANCE 
' . • • I ~- l· • ~ . • - • . V •• ·.- -' • 

• . - - , I ' ' - • - • ' ~\"- 

Program and Type of Ai~, Program Jnformation . · Annual Award Amount (subject to change)' 
Federal Pell Grant 

Grant: does not have 
to be repaid 

.. 
For undergraduates with financial need who have not earned bachelor's or 
professional degrees; in some cases, a student enrolled in a 
posfbaccalaureate teacher certification program may also receive a Federal 
Pell Grant 

, A student can receive a Federal Pell Grant for no more than 12 semesters or 
the equivalent (roughly six years). 

Am;unts can change annually. For 2018-19 
(July 1, 2018, to June 30, 2019), the award 
amount is up to $6,095. 

Visit SttidentAid.gov/pell-grant for more information. 

Teacher Education 
Assistance for College and 
Higher Education (TEACH) 
Grant 

Grant: does not have to 
be repaid unless converted 
to a Direct Unsubsidized 
Loan for failure to carry out 
teaching service obligation 
as promised 

For undergraduate. postbaccalaureate, and graduate students who are Up to $4,000. 
completing br plan to complete course work needed to begin a career in 
teaching. As a condition for receiving this grant, a student must sign a TEACH Visit StudentAid.gov/leach for more information. 
Grant Agreement to Serve ln which the student agrees to perform four years of 
'qualifylngteaching service and meet other requirements. · 

Federal Work-Study 

Work-Study: money is 
earned; does not have 
to be repaid 

For undergraduate and graduate students; part-time.jobs can be on campus 
or off cârnpus. Money is earned while attending school. 

No annual minimum or-maximum amounts. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/workstudy for more ,, 
information. · 

Direct Unsubsidized Loan 

Loan: must be repaid 
with interest 

For undergraduate and graduate or professional students; the borrower is 
responsible for interest during all periods; a student must be enrolled at least 
half-time; financial need is not required. Interest rate is 4.45% (undergraduate) 
and 6% (graduate or professional) for loans first disbursed on or after July 1, 
2017, and before July 1, 2018, and fixed for the life of the loan. Visit 
StudentAid.gov/interest for more information. 

Up to $20,500 (less any subsidized amounts 
received for same period), depending on grade 
level and dependency status. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/sub-unsub for more 
information. 

Federal Perkins Loan 

Loan: must be repaid 
with interest 

For undergraduate and graduate students with exceptional financial need. 
Eligibility depends on the student's financial need and availability of funds at 
the school. For questions on Perkins Loan eligibility, students must contact 
the school's financial aid office. The interest rate is 5% and fixed for the life of 
the loan, 

Undergraduate students: up to $5,500; 
graduate and professional students: up to 
$8,000. 

Visit StudentAid.gov/perkins for more 
information. 

Note: Information was compiled in spring 2017; Federal Pell Grant amount updated April 2018. For- updates or additional information, visit StudentAid.gov. 
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Try StudentAid.gov/scholarships for tips on where to look and for a link to a free online scholarship search. 



MytJ,s About Financial Aid 
Don't fall for these myths about federal student aid and the application 
process! 

"Federal student aid is just 'free money' like grants." 

Reality: Federal student aid includes three different kinds of financial help: grants, low-interest loans, and 
work-study funds (a part-time job on or near campus). To learn more about the different types of federal 
student aid, visit StudentAid.gov/types. 

"My parents make too much money, so I won't qualify for aid." 
Reality: There is no income cut-off to qualify for federal student aid. Many factors-such as the size of your 
family and your year in school-are taken into account. And remember: when you fill out the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form, you're also automatically applying for funds from your state, and 
possibly from your school as well. ln fact, some schools won't even consider you for any of their scholarships 
(including acadernic scholarships) until you've submitted a FAFSA form. Don't make assumptions about what 
you'll get-fill out the FAFSA form and find out. 

"Only students with good grades get financial aid." 

Reality: While a high grade point average will help a student get into a good school and may help with 
academic scholarships, most of the federal student aid programs do not take a student's grades into 
consideration. Provided a student maintains satisfactory academic progress in his or her program of study, 
federal student aid will help a student with an average academic record complete his or her education. 

"I don't have good credit, so I can't get a student loan." 

Realty: You don't need to get a credit check for most federal student loans (except for Direct PLUS Loans). 
Also, you won't need a cosigner to get a federal student loan in most cases. 

"My ethnicity or age makes me ineligible for federal student aid." 

Reality: There are basic eligibility requirements (which you can find at StudentAid.gov/eligibility), but 
ethnicity and age are not considered. 

"My parents aren't U.S. citizens, so there's no way I'll get aid." 

Reality: Your parents' citizenship status is NOT a factor, and the FAFSA form won't even ask you about it. If 
your parents don't have Social Security numbers, they must enter 000-00-0000 when the FAFSA form asks 
for their Social Security numbers. 

"The FAFSA® form takes forever to fill out, and it's really hard to do." 

Reality: If you've got 30 minutes to spare, you're good. Because that's about how long it takes to fill out the 
FAFSA form. It's also not nearly as hard as you might think. 
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"I support myself, so I don't have to include parent information on the FAFSA® form." 

Reality: This is not necessarily true. Even if you support yourself and file taxes on your own, you may still be 
considered a dependent student for federal student aid purposes. If you are considered dependent, you must 
provide your parents' information on the FAFSA form. The form asks a series of questions to determine your 
dependency status. You can preview the questions at StudentAid.gov/dependency. 

"I can't file my FAFSA® form in October because I haven't applied to any schools." 

Reality: Actually, you CAN complete your FAFSA form before submitting any college or career school 
applications. You'll need to tlst at least one school on your FAFSA form, but go ahead and add every school 
you're considering, because some schools have early deadlines to apply for their limited funds. Then later, 
you can add or delete schools on your FAFSA form. 

"I'll have to update my FAFSA® form after I file my taxes in the spring, won't I?" 

Reality: Nope! Just enter the tax information the form asks for-or better yet, transfer it directly from the 
Internal Revenue Service if you're offered that option while applying-and you're good to go. No need to 
update later. 

Remëmber: The FAFSA form asks for your and yoúr parents' tax information from the tax year thafwas two 
years prior to the start of the school year for which you're applying for aid. For¡ example, the 2018-19 FAFSA 
form asks for 2016 tax and income information, while thé 2019-20 FAFSA form will ask for 2017 tax and 
income information. 

"I didn't qualify for financial aid last year, so filling out the FAFSA ® form again is just a 
waste of time." 
Reality: It's super important to fill out a FAFSA form every year you're in college or career school. Why? 
Because things can change. For instance, your school or state might create a new grant or scholarship, or the 
factors used to calculate your aid could change from one year to the next. Either way, if you don't submit a 
new FAFSA form, you're out of luck. 

So what's next? 

Go to fafsa.gov and fill out the form. If you applied for admission to a college or career school and have been 
accepted-and you listed that school on your FAFSA form-the school will receive the information from your 
FAFSA form, calculate your aid, and send you an electronic or paper aid offer telling you how much aid you're 
eligible for at the school. 

Have questions? Contact or visit the following: 

Œ:studentAid .gov 
~ school's financial aid office 
illlstudentaid@ed.gov 

ill11-800-4..:FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) toll free 
illJTTY for the deaf or hard of hearing: 

1-800-730-8913 

Find this fact sheet at StudentAid.gov/resources#myths and share it with others! December 2017 



What To Do After Completing the FAFSA 

There is more to just completing the FAFSA. Refer to the tips below to ensure you are satisfying all steps 
in the financial aid process. 

• Based on your FAFSA data, the government creates a Student Aid Report (SAR) and sends it to 
you, via e-mail and to all the colleges you listed on your FAFSA. Review your SAR for accuracy. 
If necessary, correct inaccurate items online at www.fafsa.gov. 

• If you did not use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool when completing your FAFSA online, please go 
back in and select that option to ensure that data presented is accurate. 

• Promptly respond to any school that requests additional information or documents, such as IRS 
Transcripts or verification worksheets. 

• If you have extenuating circumstances, such as a change in income or large medical expenses, 
provide detailed information about those circumstances to the Office of Financial Aid. 

• You will receive an "Award Notification" from each college you have been accepted to. Compare 
all awards. Understand what you are being offered. Most financial aid funds have conditions for 

, -. ~ . 
receipt and renewal, such as earning a certain grade point average (GPA) or being enrolled full- 
time. Contact the college's Office of Financial Aid if you have any questions about your award. 

• Finalize your financial plan. Accept the offer of your choosing. 

• Complete the promissory note for any loan(s) you are offered and wish to accept. Make sure you 
read and understand all of your loan rights and responsibilities. Check with the college's Office of 
Financial Aid regarding any loan counseling you must complete before you may receive the loan 
proceeds. 

• If you have been awarded student employment, find out the details of possible job opportunities, 
how to apply for jobs, and what the wages are. · 

• Promptly notify your college's Office of Financial Aid of any cutside or private scholarship, grant, or 
other type of student aid you expect to receive. 

• Make copies and maintain files of all application materials for future reference. 

• Complete the FAFSA annually to continue receiving financial aid! 
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OTHER RESOURCES 

Maryland Higher Education Commission 

I 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR 

FINANCIAL EDUCATION 

Portn,ring/or FiMncial IVeU-&ing 

The State of Maryland awards financial aid to more than 57,500 Maryland 
residents, Students use this aid at Maryland community colleges, independent 
colleges and universities, private career schools, and the State's 13 public four-year 
institutions. The Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA), a division of the 
Maryland Higher Education Commission, awards State financial aid fünds. 

Programs are classified in one of five categories: 
* Need-based Programs 
* Legislative Programs 
* Merít-based Programs 
* Career and Occupational Programs 
* Unique Population Programs 

For a complete listing of all State financial aid pro~rams visit ·www.MDgo4it.or~ 

Scholarships - In addition for federal and state aid, apply for as much gift money as 
possible 
* Identify scholarship sources 

o Start by using Naviance and free scholarship searches online: 
* www.collegeboard.com 
* www.fastweb.org 
* www.finaid.org 
* www.knowhowtogo.org 

o Find out if scholarships are offered through your high school, local civic 
organization, and/or your parent's employer 

* Make a list of scholarships you want to apply to, their deadlines, and a plan to 
complete the applications 

Important contact information 
* 1-800-4 FED AID (federal phone number to obtain basic information about the 
financial aid process, including FAFSA) 
* www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov (federal Web site to obtain basic information 
about the financial aid process, including FAFSA) 
* www.pin.ed.gov (federal financial aid PIN site to obtain personal ID number and 
electronic signature to complete FAFSA on the Web) 
* www.fafsa.gov (to complete your FAFSA on the Web) 



Types of Financial Aid 

Grants: This type of aid does not have to be 
repaid, butthere may be an obligation regard i," 
grades while in college, selection of major, or :· 
employment upon graduation. Grants are awar •. 
that may be based on financial need or eligibility cr'ït 

Scholarships: Scholarship recipients may have to meet criteria such as academic 
achievement, extra curricular activities, community involvement, etc. They may also require 
certain criteria to be met while in college. 

Loans: These usually have lower interest rates than commercial loans and must be repaid 
generally after you have graduated or left college. 

Student Employment of Work Aid: This may mean a job that the college located for you 
or employment you found on your own. 

How to Apply for Financial Aid FAF1SA 
Fl.11 MnJCAllON FOI. ßDH.Al. ST\JD£NT A.ID 

Contact the colleges to which you are applying, either online or by mail, 
to request information about scholarship and financial aid. Complete the applications neatly 
and accurately. Make sure you meet your deadlines! Be careful of scams. 

You can find some scholarships listed on your school website but you should begin your search 
in September of your senior year. Scholarships are available throughout the year. Criteria for 
scholarships vary widely: academic merit, leadership, service to school and community, talent, 
financial need, etc. Scholarships are announced throughout the school year. lt is your 
responsibility to complete applications and meet submission deadlines. 

The FAFSA is the U.S. Department of Education's free application for federal student aid. You 
will need to visit the following website to request a pin number that will be needed in order to 
complete the FAFSA: http://pin.ed.gov. The form should be done online starting on October ist 
by visiting the following website: www.fafsa.ed.gov. Most colleges award financial need 
monies based on the determination of need on the FAFSA report. You will need your pin 
number to access the student aid report (SAR) online. 

The State of Maryland requires that you complete the FAFSA to be considered for any State 
financial aid programs. Information about scholarships available through the Maryland Higher 
Education Commission can be accessed at: www.MDgo4it.org/FinancialAid/descriptions.asp. 




