Students Offer Solutions for Common College
Anulicatiun Mistakes
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Students applying to college experience immense pressure when trying to avoid making large, critical mistakes
on their applications. Understanding how to recover from these mistakes, should they occur, is another stress
trigger in and of itself.
A slight oversight is sometimes inevitable, especially given the overwhelming number of tasks thrown at
students during the admissions process. It is thus crucial that high school students learn the best ways to salvage
their applications in the event of such missteps. Here, three college students -- and tutors with Varsity Tutors -share their application missteps and how they made up for them.
Mistake 1: Waiting too long to request recommendations·
Eric Holakiewicz, a senior at Marquette University, says obtaining letters of recommendation was one of his
weaker points during the application process.
"I procrasti:riatedthis task until it became difficult to find a good candidate," he says. "Teachers are busy during
the school year and need a bit of time to put one of these letters together for you. This is especially true when
these teachers have many other students approaching them to write letters as well."
The solution: Enhance other areas of the application
Holakiewicz says putting extra effort into his admissions essays helped make up for the fact that he didn't
priorítize the recommendations highly enough.
"Putting a lot of time into my college essays helped a great deal in the long run,'' he says. "The essay was my
opportunity to let the admissions counselors get a glimpse of who I am and what I do."
Mistake 2: Rushing through the applications
Thomas Riley, senior at the University of Texas-Austin, says he committed the notorious mistake of
procrastinating when it carne to his various application tasks.He notes that he left much of the work for the last
few weeks before his deadlines and "immediately regretted" the decision.
·
"Not only did I find myself having to rush to fill out the extensive applications required by different schools, I
also discovered that in regards to competitive schools, your best chance of being admitted comes when you
submit your applications early," he notes.
While this may not always be the case with every school, Riley found it to be an obstacle that could have been
prevented in his situation.

The solutìon: Request feedback from multiple sources during the process
Especially in the case of a rushed application that may have errors, obtaining feedback from various people you
trust can only help in giving that application the extra boost it needs to impress admissions staff. Riley says he
used this tactic to help make his application stronger in order to make up for his tardiness.
"To me, the-most useful thing you can do for your application is have multiple people review your essays," he
says. "Whether it's friends, parents, teachers, advisers, counselors or Someone else, have multiple people read
your essays and give you constructive criticism."
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Mistake 3: Forming opinions too early
Domenic Redmond, a freshman.at Arizona State University, began researching colleges when he was in eighth
grade -- well before he was really able to have a concrete idea of what he wanted to study or what he needed
from' a university.
"Not only was it a huge waste of time, but I started to form opinions early that were hard to change later," he
says. "I wish I had started research late in my junior year."

The solution: Ensure your options are flexible
Regardless of when students begin to research schools, they should avoid locking themselves into just one path.
It is important to remember that most colleges will offer you the ability to transition to different majors or
programs, even if your application was originally filled out with one particular course of study in mind.
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"The biggest way to recover from or counter this mistake is to pick a school with a lot of options," Redmond
says. "That way, if you do change your mind and decide to do something else, you aren't stuck."
The truth is that students can spend all stages of their lives learning more about themselves, and all of this can
ultimately come together in the end to help make an informed college decision.

"With all the resources available, you can find the best school to fit your interest quickly," Redmond says,
"Spend your earlier years discovering your true interests and passions so that when it does come time to start
looking, you know what you're looking for."
Cathryn Sloane is a marketing coordinator for Varsity Tutors. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in English from the
University of Iowa.

'-,.

