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Message from Mrs. Forbush

Happy Spring to everyone! Hopefully the weather
will get warmer so that you are able to spend more
time doing outside activities. It is hard to believe that
we are nearing the end of the 2018-2019 school year!
The fourth and final marking term for this school year
begins April 8th. Students and teachers have worked
diligently to be ready for the next grade. I encourage
you to contact your child’s teacher if you have concerns about his/her progress
academically and/or socially. As we begin the process of ending the school year, I want to
take the opportunity to remind parents about the importance of student engagement
during the summer months. Have you heard the term “Summer Slide?” Certainly, summer
break is a time for relaxation, vacations and simply spending quality time together.
However, children who do not read during the summer could lose significant reading skills.
In this month’s newsletter, please read the important information regarding the
Benchmark Assessment System, Summer Slide and how to ensure your child does not lose
reading levels during the summer months. EVERY kindergarten, first and second grade
student at Fruitland Primary School has a BAS Alpha Level. The article explains in greater
detail the purpose of the BAS, what it measures and offers suggestions for purchasing
books to read during the summer. If after reading the article you have additional questions,
please don’t hesitate to call your child’s teacher for further clarification.
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What is The Benchmark Assessment System and Why is it Important?
The BAS (Benchmark Assessment System) is a reading assessment given to every K-2 student in
Wicomico County.
At Fruitland Primary School, it is given one-on-one to each student by the classroom teacher. The test
gives each student the opportunity to read books and talk about what they have read. The test shows
us:
⧫ How well your child can decode and break words apart⧫
⧫ How fluently your child reads⧫
⧫ How well your child comprehends what they have read⧫
The books used for the BAS, as well as the books used for instruction at FPS are organized according to
alpha-levels, with Level A being the easiest and Level Z being the hardest. Once completed, the BAS lets
us know exactly where your child is reading instructionally. It also helps us to determine whether your
child is reading below, on, or above grade level. Our goal is for students to be reading at a level D or
higher by the end of kindergarten, level J or higher by the end of first grade and level M by the end of
second grade.
How can I find appropriate books to read with my child at home? First, check with your child’s teacher
to find out his or her current alpha-level. This will give you an idea of the level that your child can
successfully read with some support. If you want your child to be able to read the books independently,
go down a level or two. This will also help to improve your child’s reading fluency. Once you know your
child’s reading level, it’s time to find the right books!
• Check the front or back cover of the books you have. Some publishers are starting to put a Guided
Reading Level right on the cover of their books.
• Check out the Reading IQ website: This is an awesome website that contains thousands of books for
kids 2-12. Just click on the “guided reading” tab to see the titles organized by alpha-level! Become a
member and the first month is free!
• Go to the website https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/


to find the alpha-level of a book that you already own, type the title of the story in the top white box
which says, “What are you searching for?”, select Guided Reading on the drop-down menu, and click
GO!
 to find a list of books at a particular alpha-level, use the drop-down menus just below the “What are
you searching for?” box. You can select the exact guided reading level, as well as genre, and subject.
Change the filters as desired and you will get a long list of books to choose from!

What is Summer Slide and how can we avoid it?
Summer Slide is the term often used to describe the skills and content that some children lose over the
summer break. We find that although many children end the school year reading on-grade level, some
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drop 1-2 levels over the summer. Because young children are such new readers, they need to continue
reading daily over the summer break in order to keep those valuable reading skills and strategies!

Registration Fair for 2019-2020 School Year
We are pleased to announce that the Wicomico County Public Schools
will hold the Registration Fair for new students in prekindergarten and
kindergarten on April 15th -18th at the Wicomico Youth and Civic
Center. (Current Pre-K students do not need to enroll).
Soon, we will be sending home additional information about the
scheduled day for our school and the documents needed to complete the
registration process. Registration forms will be available on the
WCBOE website closer to the time of the event. All families are
encouraged to download the required forms off the WCBOE website to
make the visit to the Civic Center more efficient. If you know of
families who will be registering a new Prekindergarten or Kindergarten
student for the coming year, please share this news with them. Thank
you for your attention and we look forward to welcoming your child
into Fruitland Primary this fall.

Nurse’s Notes
Did you know that getting a good night’s sleep can lower stress, improve your mood, increase your ability
to learn new things and help you maintain a healthy weight? The National Sleep Foundation suggests at
least 7-9 hours of sleep every night. The following are some tips to help you get a good night’s sleep.

Establish a consistent sleep and wake schedule and stick to it, even on weekends

Make sure your bedroom is comfortable (quiet, cool and dark)
Have a bedtime snack rich in complex carbohydrates such as toast, granola or oatmeal

Try to clear your mind of worries

If you exercise at night, exercise at least 3 hours prior to bedtime

Limit the use of computers and mobile devices before bed or use a device that is not backlit
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School Attendance Is Important!

Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways you can prepare your child for success—both in school and in
life. When you make school attendance a priority, you help your child get better grades, develop healthy life habits, avoid dangerous
behavior and have a better chance of graduating from high school.
When students are absent for fewer days, their grades and reading skills often improve—even among those students who are struggling
in school. Students who attend school regularly also feel more connected to their community, develop important social skills and
friendships, and are significantly more likely to graduate from high school, setting them up for a strong future.
But when kids are absent for an average of just two days of school per month—even when the absences are excused– it can have a
negative impact. These absences can affect kids as early as Pre-Kindergarten. For example, young elementary school students who miss
an average of just two school days per month often have difficulty keeping up with their peers academically and tend to fall behind in
reading. But when students can read on grade level by the end of third grade, which is when kids transition from learning to read to
reading to learn, they are three to four times more likely to graduate high school and attend college, post-graduate, or professional
development classes than their peers who struggle with reading.
Please know that our school is rated on our student attendance. The WCBOE’s attendance policy requires us to do the following to
ensure that students attend school regularly as required by law.
 4 days unexcused: letter sent home to notify parents of absences and attendance policy
 6 days unexcused: 2nd letter sent to parents to share future steps taken and conference held with student
 8 days unexcused: Home visit conducted by Home School Liaison and Pupil Personnel Worker
 10 days unexcused: Formal referral made to Pupil Personnel Dept. (doctor’s note required after 10 days)
 15 days unexcused: Pre-truancy court conference held
 20 days unexcused: Parents referred to Truancy Court
 25 days unexcused: Failure to Send charges filed with State’s Attorney’s Office

ATTENDANCE COUNTS
March 2019
Grade Level

Average Daily Attendance
94% Required

Pre-Kindergarten – AM

88%

Pre-Kindergarten – PM

88%

Kindergarten

90%

First Grade

93%

Second Grade

93%

Overall Attendance

92%

Rating

Classroom Attendance Winners

The following 3 rooms will showcase the attendance trophy for their grade level for having the winning
attendance percentage for the month of March:
Kindergarten:
1st Grade:
2nd Grade:

Mrs. Maunes’ Class
Mrs. Cadwallader’s Class
Mrs. Karsnitz’s Class
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Grade Levels at A Glance
Our Pre-Kindergarten students will be sharing what they’ve learned from their most recent unit of study in a
culminating activity on April 5th. Students will be beginning a new theme in April, “Growing Our Garden”.
Throughout this unit, the children explore growth over time by investigating gardens and the living things within
them. Students will learn about what plants needs to grow, what creatures live in and benefit gardens, and how people grow
gardens for food. Additionally, children will build on concepts of letters and sounds as they blend sounds into words. For math,
our pre-k children will explore a variety of shapes and learning to describe their attributes and identify them.

As Spring is finally showing its beauty, Kindergarten is excited to welcome baby
animal visitors! As part of our unit of study – Life Cycles, the students will be
getting a firsthand look at the life cycles of ducks, chickens, butterflies and bunnies. Kindergarten will be enjoying 2
opportunities to take our learning out of the classroom and into the community. April 18th we will be celebrating Earth day by
participating in a community clean-up at Fruitland Little League and April 26 th we will travel to the Delmarva Discovery Center
to learn about a variety of animals that are native to the Eastern Shore.
As the end of the year is quickly approaching, we want to finish strong. Have you been working on your sight word rings? Can
your child count to 100? Can they compare sets using Math terms (greater & less than and equal to)? Can they identify
attributes of measurement? Can they identify numbers as well as number words?
As the weather is getting warmer and days getting longer, be sure to put the technology aside and get outside!

Math: Children will be learning about the many attributes of shapes: defining and nondefining, fact families,
building fluency in addition and subtraction problems, finding unknown numbers in problems, telling time on
a digital clock and continuing to work with 2 digit number stories, making tens and near doubles.
ELA: Students will begin our Poetry unit in Writing. Students will be given the opportunity to listen to, read and write poetry!
We will continue to build fluency and comprehension skills through our interactive read alouds and small group instruction.
*Keep your eyes out for a permission slip for our upcoming field trip to Trap Pond!

Math: Children will explore addition and subtraction strategies and use them to add three or more
numbers. Students will use units of yards and meters to measure distances. They will collect data and
display it in a frequency table and a line plot. Students will continue to work on fact fluency, story problems, place value, time
and money.
ELA: Students will be reading, writing and listening to poetry. The children will continue to work on comprehension, central
message, vocabulary and fluency during whole group and guided reading. Students will apply word analysis skills to decode
words and share key understandings about fiction and non-fiction texts.
* Reduce, Recycle and Reuse projects will be due on Thursday, April 18 th.

Incentive Update
Our schoolwide Positive Behavior Quarterly Incentive for the 3rd term was LUNCH WITH A FRIEND. The
students had a great time and loved eating with a friend in their grade. Students are already working
towards the April Monthly Incentive to be held on April 30th and attending the 4th term incentive to be held on June
3rd. We hope that by rewarding students exhibiting positive behaviors, other students will be challenged to adjust
their behavior. See the requirements below:
4/4/19
Quarter 4 Incentive

No referrals
45 green dojos with 90% Positive

4/30/19
April Incentive

No referrals
90% positive dojos

PBIS Survey5

PTA News
Dates to Remember:
May 6th - 10th (Teacher Appreciation Week)
May 9th - 10th (Scholastic Book Fair: BOGO Free) (9:30-3:00)
May 10th (Spring Fair at FPS) (5-8 pm)

Spring Fair
Join us for a night of family fun with carnival games, bounce houses, delicious treats and silent auction! Follow ‘Fruitland Schools
PTA’ on Facebook for updates and sneak peeks of auction items! Volunteers and donations of baked goods are needed to make
this event possible. It you are able to contribute in anyway, please contact us at fruitlandschoolspta@gmail.com
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