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The staff at Fruitland Primary joins me in welcoming both our new and returning
students for what is certain to be an exciting school year. Our Pre-Kindergarten and
Kindergarten students begin the 2018-19 school year taking their first steps into
discovering the many joys of learning in school. They join a motivated group of first grade
and second grade students who have already taken those first steps into finding success in
learning. This SUCCESS for all students is the cornerstone of our instructional programs at
FPS.
Over the summer, I rejoined the staff at Fruitland Primary as principal. My career in
education began in 1994 in Somerset County then transferred to Wicomico County Public
Schools in 2010. My experience as a teacher and administrator in Somerset and Wicomico
ranging between primary, elementary, middle and high school will prove invaluable to the
staff and Fruitland community during the years ahead. I have already begun working with
community partners to benefit school based initiatives here at FPS.

I join a group of professional educators at Fruitland Primary who remain committed to
engaging and motivating our students’ passion for learning. All instruction at FPS is
research driven and supported by the Maryland College and Career Readiness Standards.
Students will not only continue to learn the phonics necessary to decode words, but they
will continue to be motivated to discuss text through meaningful and effective questioning.
Students will write about what they read, what they are thinking, what they have learned,
and what they are interested in. Based on the National Next Generation Science
Standards, students will explore science through hands-on and at times messy discovery
based learning. Students will define geographic boundaries and experience the value of
civic leadership and community jobs in social studies. Students in all grades will move
beyond rote memorization of math facts to learn more about how numbers work.
Students will see that math is used to solve authentic problems while discovering that
math is as much about “understanding” as it is about “doing.” Finally, all FPS students will
have access to the latest technology as a medium for motivating and capturing their
learning successes.
In the year ahead, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s classroom teacher or
the school administration with any concerns or questions that you may have. It is through
positive, informed, and effective communication that we as educators and guardians can
best support the needs of each child.
With warmest regards,
Lisa Forbush
Principal
301 N. Division Street, Fruitland, MD 21826

410-677-5171

fps.wcboe.org
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PBIS at FPS
FPS will host monthly and quarterly incentives for
students who have demonstrated the 3 R’s that make up
the FPS Code of Conduct. Our students are RESPECTFUL,
RESPONSIBLE and READY TO LEARN. Our PBIS incentive
program will be monitored through the Class Dojo online
system. Class Dojo represents each student with a
character. Throughout the day, classroom teachers will add points for students’
positive actions and on occasion negative points if a student is in need of correction.
By September 17th, your child’s teacher will invite you to monitor your child’s
progress through Class Dojo. By accepting this invitation, you will be able to track
your child’s daily progress through your computer or mobile device and communicate
directly with your child’s classroom teacher.

FPS Welcomes New Faces
FPS is proud to welcome the following NEW staff members to our school.
Lisa Forbush, Principal
Christy Brasure, Special Education Teacher
“A TEACHER
takes a HAND,

Melissa Johanning, Guidance Counselor
Kodi Nordahl, School Counselor
Kiya Lofland, Home School Liaison

opens a MIND,

Jennifer Spear, Kindergarten Instructional Assistant

and touches a

Trevor Adams, Kindergarten Instructional Assistant

HEART”

Kathrine Muir Instructional Assistant

Car Riders
If you would like your child to be an every day car rider,
please visit the office to secure a car rider tag for dismissal.
New Car Rider Numbers are assigned each year. The students will enter and exit the
doors to the side parking lot. School administration and assistants will be on duty to
assist you. It will take us a few days to learn cars but it usually takes about 15 minutes
for all students to be picked up. For any questions or concerns, please feel free to
contact the school office.
FRUITLAND

PRIMARY

SC HOOL

Attendance
A child’s consistent attendance, punctual arrival, and on time dismissal directly impacts a student’s
performance in school. Maryland law and the Wicomico County Board of Education policy require that
students be in attendance at school on a regular basis. Further, Maryland law upholds that a student’s
attendance at school is a parent’s responsibility. In adherence with the Wicomico County Student
Attendance Policy and Procedures Handbook, please take note of the following attendance procedures
which are enforced at Fruitland Primary School.
Student Absence:
All student absences are considered unexcused and unlawful unless the following documentation is
presented to the school office.

1) A doctor’s note excusing a student from school for the specific dates that a child is absent is accepted.
2) The school receives a note from a legal guardian stating that a student is sick, that a student is observing
a religious holiday or that there has been a death in the immediate family. Please understand that a
phone call alone WILL NOT excuse a child’s absence.
3) A note from a legal guardian stating that a student is participating in a family vacation presented to
Mrs. Forbush at least 10 days before the vacation. Notes requesting an excused absence for family
vacations presented after the child has returned will not be excused. Finally, absences for a family
vacation may be identified as unexcused by Mrs. Forbush if the student in question has already
demonstrated excessive absences for the school year.
4) A parent conference with the school principal will be required for all students who accrue 10 days of
combined excused and unexcused absences, not counting absences excused from a doctor. Failure to
attend this meeting with the principal will result in an immediate referral to a Pupil Personnel Case
Worker and the Wicomico County Truancy Reduction Program.
Late Arrival to School:
Students reporting to school after 9:15 AM will be considered tardy. Students should report to the main
office with a parent and note specifying the reason for the tardiness. Students who are late because of
medical / dental appointments must present a note from the medical professional’s office for the tardiness
to be excused. Any other reason for tardiness will be considered unexcused, but can be appealed to the
school principal. A parent conference with the school principal will be required for all students who
accrue 10 unexcused late arrivals. Failure to attend this meeting with the principal will result in an
immediate referral to a Pupil Personnel Case Worker and the Wicomico County Truancy Reduction
Program.
Early Dismissal:
Leaving school before 3:45 PM is considered an unexcused early dismissal. A student leaving school for
medical appointments must present a note from the medical professional’s office upon the student’s
return to be considered an excused dismissal. Any other reason for early dismissal will be identified as
unexcused. A parent conference with the school principal will be required for all students who accrue 10
unexcused early dismissals. Failure to attend this meeting with the principal will result in an immediate
referral to a Pupil Personnel Case Worker and the Wicomico County Truancy Reduction Program.

Captain’s Cafe
Breakfast and lunch are served daily.
Breakfast WILL NOT be served if there is a
two hour fog delay. Students purchasing
breakfast will receive a bag breakfast which
will be eaten in the classroom. Menus will
be sent home each month. NO
CARBONATED BEVERAGES ARE PERMITTED
IN THE CAFÉ. Parents are able to put money
on student accounts or send it in daily.
Please keep all accounts current. Students
use an account number daily. Please assist
your child in memorizing this number.
Our school provides free and reduced
breakfast and lunch for students whose
families meet the Federal Guidelines
established for the program. Applications
have been sent home to all students.
Additional packets can be obtained from the
school office. Please note that a new form
MUST be completed each year and
returned to the school. All applications are
processed through the Board of Education.

Cafe Menu
Breakfast - $1.40

Ice Cream - $0.50-0.75

Lunch - $2.60

Snacks - $0.50

Milk - $.0.50

Sunny D - $0.60

Homework
Homework is a reinforcement of your child’s instruction. Each night your child should have reading and math homework. Homework assignments are the same from class to class within a
single grade level. Check your child’s agenda
nightly for their homework. Discuss with your
child what they are studying in all subjects. The
more questions that you ask, the more information your child will share. Most importantly
make sure the homework is returned and not left
at home. The student agenda is a great way to
communicate between home and school. If your
child loses their agenda, please notify the school
office. The first agenda is provided by the school.
Replacement agenda’s will cost $5.30.
Homework time
Pre K & K - 10 minutes
Grade 1 - 10- 20 minutes
Grade 2 - 15-20 minutes
Please keep in contact with
your child’s teacher!

Please continue to update the office when
you change phone numbers or e-mail
addresses. Calls from the school regarding
your child, emergencies, delays, closings and
early dismissals will use the current number
in X2 which is the number your supplied on
the most recent updated emergency form.

PTA Update

Hello and Welcome!
I hope everyone is off to a great start this
school year! As much as I hated letting go of
lazy summer mornings and long days on the beach, I
have to admit I felt a bit of excitement when I
stepped foot into Fruitland Primary and saw the
shiny floors, the bright decorations and new names
on all of the doors. It is obvious that our teachers
and staff have been working hard to create
exciting learning environments for our children.
The Fruitland School’s PTA Executive Team has
been working hard planning for this school year as
well and I would like to share a few events we
scheduled:
September 12th-26th: Yankee Candle Fundraiser

September 17th: FPS PTA Back to School Night (5:00-7:00)

November 12-16: American Education Week

Once again, I hope everyone is enjoying the start to
this school year! Please feel free to contact me with
any questions or concerns you may have!
Amy Morandi

PTA President
amorandi1012@gmail.com
PTA Officers

Vice President: Angela Streng
Treasurer: Tammi Valenzano
Secretary: Shaina Adkins
Volunteer Coordinator: Elizabeth Jimmerson
Membership: Sabrina Emge
Box Tops: Erin Mareck

Last year, Fruitland Schools raised over $3500
through the Box Tops for Education program.
For every Box Top, the school receives 10
cents. As you can tell, 10 cents at a time adds
up quickly. The following is a short list from
100’s of products which have Box Top Labels.
 Hanes
 Betty Crocker
 General Mills
 Ziploc
 Yoplait
 Green Giant
 Pillsbury
 Progresso
 Old El Paso
 Scott
 Mott’s
 Fiber One
 Ocean Spray
 Hefty
 Land O’Lakes

A complete list of supporting products can be
found at www.boxtopsforeducation.info/
participating-products . Try also
downloading the Box Tops app for Apple and
Android devices to earn special BONUS Box
Tops Points for our school.
Think about if all FPS students brought in 10
Box Tops a month, FPS would receive over
$475 a month or $4,250 a year…
Box Tops Collection Sheet is located on the
last page of this newsletter.

Grading Policy

FUNDRAISER

The complete policy can be found on the Board webpage,
www.wcboe.org under the Leadership tab. As it relates to your
child at Fruitland Primary, please note some highlights below:

Back by popular demand, this year we will
once again be selling Yankee Candle
products. Fundraising packets will go home
with students on September 12th and the
fundraiser will end on September 26th.
Profits will be used to enhance instruction
to best meet the needs of all students. This
is our LARGEST fundraiser of the year!



In late September, all first and second grade parents will
have access to view student grades LIVE through the Parent
Portal system. Login information will be circulated shortly.





Students in grades 1-2 will now receive an S, O, or U in
Media each quarter.
Letter grades in first and second grade will be calculated
using the following formulas.
Academic Awards will include student performance in all
academic and special areas including Physical Education,
Music, Art, Media, Spelling, Language, Science, Social
Studies, Math, and Reading. Awards include Academic
Excellence (All A, O, and S) and Academic Achievement (All
A, B, O, and S)

10% Homework (Graded for completion, not
accuracy)
Math

A detailed list of incentives will come home
with the fundraiser packet . Once again,
families who have children at both FIS and
FPS will be eligible for combined incentives.
Please share these products with your
family and friends to help support our
school. We do not want students to go
door to door for safety reasons. Let’s make
this year our most successful fundraiser
ever!

40% Classwork
20% Quiz or Projects
30% Tests

Science
Social Studies
Language

50% Classwork and/or Labs
50% Tests

Spelling

10% Homework

(2nd Grade

40% Classwork

Only)

50% Tests
40% - Based on instruction at students
current performance level.

Reading

60% - Based on student performance of
on-grade level instruction

Thank you in advance for your assistance
and support.

IMPORTANT DATES
September 12

Yankee Candle Fundraiser packets go home

September 13

Fall Individual Picture Day

September 17

Back to School Night 5:00-7:00 PM - PTA meeting and classroom visitations

September 18

Bookmobile Visit

September 26

Fundraiser Ends - Please have all forms and money to the school office

September 28

PBIS Monthly Incentive - Extra Recess

Raptor Visitor Management System (Replacing Passage Point)
As we strive to create the most positive and safe learning environment for our students that we can
and to keep stride with the technology with visitor’s policy has updated to the Raptor Visitor Management System. Each visitor is required to provide their driver’s license for the front office staff to
be scanned. An immediate check is made against the national sex offender list, injunctions, court
orders, etc. With successful identification through the system, the visitor will be escorted to the desired building location. This protocol has been implemented to assist our school with added safety
and security.

Reminders for permitted visitors


Individual scanning their license must be listed as a contact on the emergency form and in X2.



Individual scanning their license must be 18 years of age or older.



Special circumstances will be approved by school administration.

One contributing factor of a highly effective school is the participation of parents and
families in school wide functions. To ensure the success of these functions, volunteers
are needed. Please scan the QR code below to complete a volunteer survey of how you
may be able to support FPS.

SURVEY HERE

One-on-one, comprehensive assessment to determine independent and instructional reading levels and for placing students on the Fountas & Pinnell
level system of A-Z.

One-on-one, comprehensive assessment to determine independent and instructional reading levels and for placing students on the Fountas & Pinnell
level system of A-Z.

RI (Reading Inventory) is a reading test year which helps determine a student's reading level using a Lexile score.

An assessment of cognitive abilities that includes verbal reasoning, sequences, analogies, and quantitative
reasoning. Used only as part of the Magnet qualifier.
Assesses English language proficiency for students who do not speak English or have limited English proficiency. All students who qualify for ELL services will take this assessment.

BAS
(Benchmark Assessment
System)

BAS
(Benchmark Assessment
System)

RI
(Reading Inventory)

InView Ability Test

Wicomico County
Mathematics Primary
Interim Assessment

Students have the opportunity to demonstrate their ability read and comprehend complex informational and literary texts and respond to evidence based
selected responses and complete writing tasks.
Students have the opportunity to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge
in the domains of operations and algebraic thinking, number of operations in
base ten, geometry and measurement and data.

The KRA will provide information about what children are able to do as they
transition into kindergarten. The KRA includes items that will measure the
domains of Social Foundations, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Language and Literacy, and Physical Well-Being and Motor Development.

KRA
(Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment)

ACCESS
(English Language Proficiency Test)
Wicomico County ELA
Interim Assessment

Description

Assessment

Fruitland Primary School
2018 – 2019 Testing Calendar

November 7
March 5
May 21 (Gr. 1)
May 21 – May 22 (Gr. 2)

February 20 – February 21

January 7 – February 8

December 5 – December 6

November 1 – November 14
January 2 – January 11
May 20 – May 22

January 2 – February 4
April 23 – May 25

September 17 – October 22
March 18 – April 18

September 4 – October 10

Dates

1st & 2nd

1st & 2nd

Kind. – 2nd

2nd

2nd

Kindergarten

1st & 2nd

Kindergarten

Grade

