Intermediate Grades:

4th
9rade,

Possible Materials:

Anthology
Independent novels/books
Articles/Passages

Each day choose one story, article, or passage to read. Then, choose from the possible
reading and writing activities below:
Possible Reading Activities:
1. Choose three questions from the Reading Response Questions list (1 Thinking Within the Text, 1 Thinking
Beyond the Text, and 1 Thinking About the Text) and respond in writing.
2. Choose one of the graphic organizers to complete and use that graphic organizer to write a paragraph.
3. Use your reader's notebook to respond to your reading in any way you choose.

Possible Writing Activities:

If you've read a narrative, choose one of the prompts and respond in writing.
•

Think about the story you've just read. Who is telling the story? How would the story change if a
different character was telling it? Retell the story from a different character's perspective. Be sure to
use all that you've learned about narrative writing in your story.

•

Think about the story you've just read and what you've learned about the main character (thoughts,
feelings, motivations). What would happen if the story continued? Use what you know about the
character, to extend the story from where it leaves off. Be sure to use all that you've learned about
narrative writing in your story.

OR

OR

•

Think about one of the characters you've just read about. What is your opinion about them? Write an
opinion essay stating your opinion, include reasons and text evidence to support your thinking, and a
concluding sentence.

If you've read an informational text, choose one of the prompts and respond in writing.
•

Write an essay explaining what you've learned about your topic. Use evidence from the text to
support your writing. Be sure to use all that you've learned about informative writing in your essay.
OR

•

Write an essay explaining how the author organized the information in this text, and how he/she
helped you to learn about this topic. Be sure to use all that you've learned about informative writing in your
essay.
OR

•

Think about the topic you've just read about. What is your opinion about this topic? Write an opinion
essay stating your opinion, include reasons and text evidence to support your thinking, and a
concluding sentence.

Reading Response Questions
Thinking within the Text
Summarizing
o Summarize the important events or episodes from the text in the order that they happened.
o
o

Summarize ideas and facts from a text and tell how they are related.
What was the problem in the story? o How did the characters solve the problem?

o

How did the story end? If applicable, what was the surprise at the end? o What new information
did you learn about
? o Look at the photograph/drawing on page
. What

o
o
o
o
o
o

did you learn? (Draw attention to captions.)
Look at the (glossary, heading). How does it help you? Give an example of a (word from the
glossary or an idea under that heading).
Summarize the important events at intervals during the reading of a longer text.
Sequence the actions from a graphic text.
What was the big problem in the story? What other problems did the characters encounter?
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their
actions contribute to the sequence of events.
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the
central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

Thinking beyond the Text
Predicting
o After reading the text, predict what might happen next. What clues from the book or
personal experience helped you with this prediction?
Can you think of another book that is similar to this one?
o How is the (topic, characters, ending) similar to (title of another book)?
o How is the character the same in this book as in previous books?
o What connection can you make (personal, text, world)? Explain how they are connected.
Based on a similar experience that you have had, what connection can you make to the
character or events?
Synthesizing
What new information has been added to what you already knew about the topic?
o After reading, has the new information changed your thinking about the topic?
o What did you learn about
after reading this book? Tell where you found this
information.
o How has your thinking changed after reading?
o Why are
important to us?
o Explain
in your own words.
o What lesson did the character learn in the story?
o How are
and
alike? How are they different?

Reading Response Questions

(continued)

Inferring

o

Look at the dialogue in the text. What does the dialogue tell you about how the
characters are feeling or thinking?
How did the character change from the beginning of the story to the end? Why?
What happened to cause the character to feel or act
?
How would you feel if
happened to you? Would you solve the problem the same
way the character did?
What caused the problem or outcome?

o

What is the big idea/theme of the text? How do they apply to our lives today?

o

If applicable, what information can you gather about (setting, character's traits and feelings, and
plot) from the illustrations in graphic novels (texts)?

o

Let's discuss the story. Did anyone understand the story differently? What makes you think
this?
What were the major events that led to the problem or the solution?
How did the characters feelings towards each other change from
to
? Why?

o
o
o

o
o

Thinking about the Text
Analyzing
o What did the author do to make the characters or situation interesting?
o What is the genre of the book? What are the aspects of this genre that you noticed? (fiction,
nonfiction, realistic stories, traditional literature, fantasy) o What types of illustrations are in the
book (photographs, drawings, etc.)?
o What text features did you notice in the book? How did they help you understand the book? o
Could this story really happen? Why or why not?
o What descriptive language did the author use? How did it add to your enjoyment or
understanding of the text?
o What is the text structure of this book? Why did the author choose this? (description, compare
and contrast, temporal sequence, cause and effect, problem and solution)
o What nonfiction text features do you notice? Why did the author choose these features?
(headings, photograph, caption, pictures, bold, italics, etc.)
o What writing techniques did the author use? ( example: question and answer format)
o How does the author show what (character) was like even if he/she wasn't in the story most of
the time?
o Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words
in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).
o Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author
about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series).
o Find the part of the story where the writer showed
_
o What did the writer want you to learn from this book?
o How is your point of view different or the same as the narrator or characters in the text?

Reading Response Questions

(continued)

Critiquing
o
o
o

What did you like/dislike about this (book, beginning, characters, ending)?
What did you think about (book, beginning, characters, ending)? Why?
What was the most important part of the story? Why?

o

What do you think ( character) was thinking? Why?

o

How does the author help you learn about

o

Do you agree or disagree with

o

Do the pictures or graphics add to your understanding of the book? How or why not?

?
? Why or why not?

o

How could the characters have behaved differently?

o

What did the author do to make this topic/book interesting, funny, or exciting to read about?
Why?
Is this a realistic portrayal of what could happen in this situation or time period? Why or why
not? (i.e. historical fiction)
Was the title of the text a good one? Why or why not?

o
o
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Siblings
by ReadWorks

Mikey was eating breakfast on a Saturday morning when her mom came into the kitchen to
ask where her older brother was.
"I don't know," she said. "He's probably playing video games." She slurped another mouthful
of cereal off her spoon and heard her mom calling to Henry to get out of the basement for
once. She turned the page of the book she was reading.
Henry had turned 16 a few weeks before, and since then, he had spent most of his weekends
in the basement-there was an old TV set up with his video game console, a mini-fridge filled
with sodas, and a beat-up, old futon their dad had in college. The washing machine and dryer
were also located down there, and Mikey knew her mom hated it when Henry wouldn't leave
the basement long enough for her to do the laundry in peace.
Their mom walked back into the kitchen and sat down across the table from Mikey.
"I just don't understand that boy anymore," she said. "Does he talk to you?"
"He stopped talking to me in the third grade, when he started coming home late on school
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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days," Mikey said. She shrugged and put her book down.
They used to be best friends, Mikey and Henry. They took their golden retriever Scout on long
walks through the undeveloped forest area behind their house every day after school. They
would pretend to be in Middle Earth, like the characters from the Lord of the Rings series
(which Henry used to read obsessively). Mikey was basically interested in anything Henry
was and happy to be Gollum or an ore or whatever evil creature Henry felt like vanquishing
that day. (Scout was always on Mikey's side, because she had a disadvantage, being
younger than Henry and the evil character.) When it got dark, they would make their way back
through the trees to the wide lawn in the backyard of their house, and then in through the
sliding glass doors to the kitchen for a snack. Henry liked to eat peanut butter sandwiches
and would make three: two for him and one for Mikey. Their mom would come home a little
while later, and they would pretend to be starving for dinner.
But at some point in the last year, everything changed. Henry started making plans with his
friends after school, and the house would be empty-except for Scout-when Mikey was
dropped off from carpool after school. Sometimes Henry didn't come home until after Mikey
and her parents were already sitting down to eat dinner. lt soon became Mikey's job to take
Scout on a walk by herself, but it was becoming winter, and the sun was setting early, and
Mikey was nervous to go into the undeveloped woods by herself.
"Really, Mom, the person it bothers the most is Scout. She absolutely hates having to walk on
the streets in the neighborhood. Dogs were made for running around trees, not for walking on
asphalt." Mikey shrugged again.
Her mom smiled at her sadly and reached across the table to take Mikey's cheek in her hand,
but Mikey brushed it off quickly. She always did that when she felt sorry for Mikey.
"I'm sorry, sweetie," she said. "Do you want me and Dad to talk to Henry about Scout's
predicament?"
Mikey shook her head emphatically. "He would just resent Scout," she said.
Her mom nodded. "Maybe. I'm sure he'll grow out of this phase soon."
Mikey picked her book up again. "I doubt it," she said.
Her mom stood up and left the kitchen. Sunlight was streaming in through the big windows
that surrounded the room, and Scout was lying in a patch of warmth under Mikey's chair. She
supposed this was how it would always be: her and Scout, hanging out and growing old
ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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together as if Henry had never existed.
Suddenly, the whirring sound of the washing machine rose up from the basement. Henry
walked into the kitchen and sat down where their mom was sitting before.
"Hey, Mikey," he said. "Want to take Scout on a walk?"
Mikey put her book down and smiled. "Sure," she said.

ReadWorks.org · © 2014 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Siblings - Comprehension Questions

---------------- Date: -------

1. According to Mikey, where has Henry spent most of his weekends since he turned 16?
A. in the woods
B. with his sister
C. in his room
D. in the basement

2. What main problem does Mikey face?
A. Her brother Henry does not spend much time with her anymore.
B. Her brother Henry no longer makes her sandwiches after school.
C. Her dog Scout does not want to go on walks on the streets in the neighborhood.
D. She always has to pretend to be the bad guy when she plays with her brother.

3. Mikey looks up to her older brother Henry and likes being with him. What evidence from
the passage best supports this conclusion?
A. "They took their golden retriever Scout on long walks through the undeveloped forest area
behind their house every day after school."
B. "Scout was always on Mikey's side, because she had a disadvantage, being younger than
Henry and the evil one."
C. "Mikey was basically interested in anything Henry was and happy to be Gollum or an ore
or whatever evil creature Henry felt like vanquishing that day."
D. "They would pretend to be in Middle Earth, like the characters from theLord of the Rings
series (which Henry used to read obsessively)."

4. Why does Mikey tell her mom that Scout is most bothered by Henry not spending time
with them?
A. because Mikey thinks this will get Henry to spend time with her again
B. because Mikey does not want to tell her mom how much she misses Henry
C. because Mikey is worried about Scout's emotional well-being
D. because Mikey wants her mom to tell Henry to take Scout on walks again

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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5. What is this story mostly about?

A. a brother and sister who stay close friends as they grow up
B. a girl who likes taking walks in the woods with her dog
C. a boy grows up and develops new interests
D. a girl who misses spending time with her brother
6. Read the following sentences:

"Really, Mom, the person it bothers the most is Scout. She absolutely hates having to walk
on the streets in the neighborhood. Dogs were made for running around trees, not for
walking on asphalt." Mikey shrugged again.
"I'm sorry, sweetie," she said. "Do you want me and Dad to talk to Henry about Scout's
predicament?"

As used in this sentence, what does the word "predicament" mean?
A. a difficult or unpleasant situation

B. an argument with someone
C. a question that is easy to answer
D. a pleasant and enjoyable situation
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

______, Mikey and Henry spent a lot of time together, but now Henry spends most
of his weekends alone in the basement.
A. Specifically
B. Previously
C. Although
D. Finally
8. Why does Mikey have to take Scout on walks by herself now?
9. How has Mikey and Henry's relationship changed since Henry turned 16?

1 O. How has the change in Mikey and Henry's relationship affected Mikey? Identify and
explain an example from the passage that shows how Mikey feels about her relationship
with Henry.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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The Farmer, the Snake, and the Eggs and Bacon
by Vinnie Rotondaro

The farmer woke up just as the sun crested his windowsill. Rays of light poured over his face.
His eyelids cracked open.
The farmer lifted his rough, powerful hands to his face and began to rub away the last of his
dreams. Yawning, he pushed himself up onto his bottom and shook his head. His hair was a
mess. He swung his legs off the bed, rose to his feet, straightened out his body and shot his
arms into the air, stretching this way and that. lt was time to start the day.
He had a mean hunger that morning. Truth be told, the farmer had a mean hunger every
morning. Farm work is hard work, and for this farmer, like any other, breakfast was the most
important meal of the day. "It's like putting a big old log on the fire," he often said about the
meal. "You get that one big log on, get it burning real hard, and that fire will keep going all day
long." That's how the farmer viewed breakfast. Eat something healthy, and eat much of it.
"What should I eat this morning?" the farmer thought to himself.
He thought and thought, rubbing his chin with those rough, powerful hands of his. Then it hit
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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him.
"Ah," he said. "Eggs and bacon."
The farmer didn't always eat eggs and bacon. Too many eggs and too much bacon too often
isn't a healthy way to start one's day. But eaten every now and again it is a great way to get a
healthy dose of protein, which is especially useful when one has much work to do - as the
farmer often did.
"Yes," the farmer said to himself. "Today I will treat myself."
He was giddy at that thought. There was nothing better in the farmer's estimation than two
farm fresh eggs cooked over-easy and laid atop some bacon strips. The sight of it, the smell
of it, the taste of it - the whole of it just gave the farmer that good and happy feeling. lt filled
him with love for life.
The bacon had been curing for some time in a shed outside his kitchen, and was ready to go.
The eggs were another matter. The farmer would have to go to the chicken coop to collect
them. So that's what he decided he would do.
The farmer slipped on his overalls and laced up his boots and put on a broad, round-rimmed
leather hat. He combed down his bristly beard and pulled his long, stringy hair back into a
ponytail, and walked out the door.
The chicken coop was a short distance away from the farmhouse, down past the pigpen and
the garden.
"I'll be picking some of you," the farmer thought as he passed the lettuce patch. "And some of
you," he thought passing the tomatoes. "And you I already have," he thought, passing the
pigs.
But something seemed off when he neared the chicken coop. The chickens were making a
fuss, clucking and flapping and swirling about all together in a corner of the coop. Usually they
were relaxed, but this morning, no, they weren't relaxed. Something was wrong.
The farmer grew suspicious, and when he got closer, he saw what was wrong. A big, black,
mean-looking snake had snuck into the coop.
"A snake, great," the farmer thought. "Okay, let's get to solving this problem."
"I'll need to find a long stick," he thought. "Preferably with a hook on the end of it."
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®. Inc. All rights reserved.
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The farmer was almost put in a bad mood by the turn of events, but he tried hard to keep a
positive attitude - to keep that love of life coursing through him. He darted off to the woods
and spent a couple of minutes rummaging around through the brush. Then he found it - the
perfect stick, long, strong and hooked at the end.
"Eureka!" he exclaimed.
The farmer ran back to the chicken coop with the stick in hand. He opened the door to the
coop and poked at the snake. He was far away enough not to risk getting bitten, and it hissed
and stabbed its head out, showing its fangs.
The farmer poked at it again, and this time, when it shot its head out he started pulling the
rest of its body along with the hook on the end of the stick. Scooting back with his feet, he
pulled that snake plumb out of the chicken coop and then whacked the snake on the butt.
"Get outa here you stupid snake!" he yelled.
The farmer shook his head in disbelief. "The things I have to go through to get some eggs and
bacon," he thought.
Then he thought about what lay in store for him, and his eyes opened wide with anticipation.
He grabbed two eggs, darted back to the garden, picked some lettuce and a tomato and ran
to the shed where he kept the cured bacon.
The food was bundled up high in his hands as he nudged the farmhouse door open with his
foot, and walking into the kitchen, he let it all fall out onto the big wooden cutting board he had
by the stove.
"Ready to roll!" the farmer said.
He washed the lettuce and the tomato, and cooked up the bacon. When it was crispy he took
it out of the pan and, using the leftover fat, he cooked up those eggs.
"Man!" the farmer said, laying the eggs overtop the bacon, alongside the lettuce and
tomatoes. "Man, does that breakfast look good!"

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Date:

_

1. Which of the following meals was most important for the farmer?
A. brunch
B. breakfast
C. dinner
D. lunch
2. What problem did the farmer encounter when he went to get eggs from the chicken
coop?

A. The snake in the coop had eaten all the eggs.
B. A snake had snuck into the coop and he needed to get the snake out.
C. The chickens had not laid any eggs so he could not make his breakfast.
D. He couldn't find a stick with a hook at the end.
3. Read the following sentence: "The farmer was almost put in a bad mood by the turn
of events, but he tried hard to keep a positive attitude - to keep that love of life coursing
through him."
Based on this evidence, what conclusion can be made about the farmer's personality?

A. The farmer gets angry easily.
B. The farmer doesn't care about keeping a positive attitude.
C. The farmer is generally a positive person.
D. The farmer is usually in a bad mood.
4. Why did the farmer need to eat a big, healthy breakfast?
A. He only ate one meal a day so he made sure it was a big, healthy one.
B. He had not eaten for days.
C. He was going on a long trip and needed a lot of energy.
D. He needed a lot of energy to do the hard farm work.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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5. What is this story mainly about?
A. the importance of breakfast

B. the recipe for eggs and bacon
C. what a farmer does to prepare breakfast for himself
D. how to get a snake out of a chicken coop
6. Read the following sentence: "The farmer lifted his rough, powerful hands to his face
and began to rub away the last of his dreams."
What does the author mean when he writes that the farmer began to "rub away the
last of his dreams"?
A. The farmer was rubbing his face when he was sleeping.
B. The farmer was dreaming that he was rubbing his face.

C. The farmer felt like he was dreaming when he was awake.
D. The farmer rubbed his face to wake up and begin his day.
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.
The farmer found a snake in the chicken coop

he was able to get it out.

A. because
B. but
C. so
D. after

8. What did the farmer have to do in order to take the snake out of the chicken coop?
9. Describe the steps the farmer took to prepare his breakfast.

1 O. Should the farmer have gone through the trouble of treating himself to a breakfast of
eggs and bacon? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Violet had always worn glasses, for as long as she could remember. Being ten years old, it
was possible she'd been wearing them for ten years. Maybe she was born with glasses!
Violet couldn't see things that were far away from her, but she also had trouble reading. Her
eyesight was very poor.
Sometimes, while she was doing her homework in study hall, her glasses would slide down to
the tip of her nose. Once, they even fell off her face and landed on the floor.
"Violet, what's going on?" her teacher, Mrs. Shellsworth, asked when she saw Violet crawling
on the floor once with her hands stretched out.
"I can't find my glasses," replied Violet, shyly. The rest of the students looked up from their
books and started to laugh.
When Violet found the brown specs behind her desk, she quickly put them back onto her
face. But they wouldn't stay on; they were broken.
Not wanting to draw any more attention to herself, Violet held her glasses onto her face with
her index finger and pretended to read.
That night, she told her mother what had happened.
"We're going to have to get you new glasses," she said, sternly. Violet's mother was a doctor,
and she worked long hours. When she came home, she was often too tired to do much of
anything other than watch television with Violet. Her father didn't live with her. He'd moved out
of the house when Violet was just a little girl. She visited her father on weekends, though. He
lived in a nearby town and always took her to baseball games in the summer.
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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But it wasn't summer yet. Violet still had three months left of school, and that meant three
more months of being made fun of because of her silly loose glasses.
Violet hated her glasses.
The day after her glasses had fallen to the floor, Violet's mother took her to the eye doctor.
They did all sorts of tests to see whether she needed a new prescription. After the tests,
which showed that her eyes had gotten worse since the last time she'd been there, it was
time to pick out new glasses frames.
Violet looked at the shiny glass case that was almost as tall as she was. There were boring
brown frames and simple black frames. But there were also some pink and blue frames, and
even some sparkly yellow frames.
"Mom, can I get those?" Violet said, pointing to the sparkly yellow frames.
"No, you cannot. Those glasses are not appropriate for school," said her mother tersely.
"But..." said Violet.
"No 'buts.' You will get these frames right here," said her mother, pointing to some round gray
glasses that Violet hadn't even noticed.
Violet was sad, but there was no use arguing with her mother. She was stuck with the gray
frames.
Still, Violet wasn't about to put them on right away. She decided to pout, instead, all the way
home.
The next day was a Saturday. lt was raining hard, and Violet wouldn't have gone outside if her
father weren't coming to take her to the movies.
"You all ready, Bug?" her dad asked, when he came to pick her up. He always called her Bug.
"Where are your glasses?" he asked, when he saw her squinting up at him.
"I got new ones," said Violet. Worried that her father wouldn't like them, she'd put them in her
backpack and was going to wear them in the dark theater where she knew no one could see
them.
"Well, where are they?" he said.
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Violet, not wanting to cause a scene, reached into her bag and put the round gray frames
onto her face. She didn't like them and was hoping maybe she could convince her dad to buy
her new ones.
On the way to the movie theater, she noticed something very strange while peering through
her new glasses. Way in the distance, a small bird was smiling at her. Flapping its wings and
smiling.
That can't be right, she thought. Then she looked around and noticed that other birds were
making faces as well. A pigeon in a tree almost a mile away looked as if it had smelled
something strange; its beak was twisted to the side as if in disgust. Then, on the sidewalk
near a park they were approaching, she could see a squirrel sneeze, rub its nose, then move
its lips as if to say, "Excuse me!"
Immediately, she pulled the glasses off of her face, in shock.
"What's wrong?" asked her father.
But Violet didn't want to say what she had seen. Were animals supposed to be so animated?
Were these magical glasses?
She didn't know, but one thing was for sure: she'd never seen such things before in her life,
and she wanted to see more.
Slowly, she put the glasses back on. They were almost at the movie theater, so she made
sure to look at as many trees as possible in search of more squirrels, more birds, and more
little creatures.
Pushing her face up against the car window to her right, she started to stare intently and
noticed a man walking his dog. The man was walking slowly, playing with his cell phone while
his white poodle was pulling hard on its leash. Violet started to focus on the poodle, and she
could have sworn she saw the pet roll its eyes and shake its head.
"Hurry up!" she said loudly, as her car went by the man with the cell phone. "Your dog is
getting bored!"
"Excuse me?" said her father. "Who are you yelling at?"
"Oh, nothing," said Violet. Her new glasses were her little secret, for now. And she couldn't
wait to explore the world through a new set of eyes!
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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1. Violet visits the eye doctor after her glasses break. What happens when she visits the
eye doctor?
A. She refuses to do eye tests.
B. She breaks her new pair of glasses.
C. The doctor gives her medicine for her eyes.
D. She gets a new pair of glasses.
2. When in the story does Violet want to wear her glasses?
A. at the beginning of the story
B. in the middle of the story
C. at the end of the story
D. at the beginning and the end of the story
3. Violet hated her old glasses.
What sentence from the story provides a clue about why Violet feels this way?
A. "Violet couldn't see things that were far away from her, but she also had trouble reading."
B. "Violet still had three months left of school, and that meant three more months of being
made fun of because of her silly loose glasses."
C. "lt was raining hard, and Violet wouldn't have gone outside if her father weren't coming to
take her to the movies."
D. "Violet started to focus on the poodle, and she could have sworn she saw the pet roll its
eyes and shake its head."
4. How does Violet feel about her glasses at the end of the story?
A. angry
B. excited
C. upset
D. sad

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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5. What is this story mainly about?
A. a girl whose feelings about wearing glasses change after she gets a new pair that lets her
see facial expressions on animals
B. a girl who goes on a trip to the eye doctor with her mother and gets upset when she is not
allowed to choose new glasses with sparkly yellow frames
C. a pair of glasses that slide down to the tip of a girl's nose and finally break after falling off
her face
D. a pair of glasses that a girl has to hold against her face after she finds them lying broken
on the floor behind her desk

6. Read the following sentences: "Violet had always worn glasses, for as long as she could
remember. Being ten years old, it was possible she'd been wearing them for ten years.
Maybe she was born with glasses!"
Why does the author write, "Maybe she was born with glasses!"
A. The author is making a joke to show readers how long Violet feels like she has been
wearing glasses.
B. The author is describing what Violet felt like on the day that she was born to show readers
how unhappy she is.
C. The author is including a detail to help readers understand what it would be like to have
the name "Violet."
D. The author is providing a summary of all the events in the story to help readers keep track
of them.
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.
Violet puts on her new glasses

her dad asks where they are.

A. after
B. although
C. before
D. like
8. What is the first strange thing Violet notices after she puts on her new glasses?
9. At the end of the story, Violet cannot wait to explore the world through a new set of eyes.
What does the author mean by "a new set of eyes"?

1 O. Why is Violet excited to explore the world through a new set of eyes?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck warms up before an NFL preseason game on August 17, 2019, at Lucas Oil Stadium in
Indianapolis, Indiana. A week later, the 29-year-old announced his retirement, stunning the sports world. Photo by: Zach Bolinger/Icon
Sportswíre via Getty Images

The National Football League (NFL) season has yet to start. However, football fans have already
heard big news.
Andrew Luck shocked the sports world on August 24. He plays for the Indianapolis Colts. The
quarterback said he will retire. That means he plans to stop playing football. He is only 29 years
old.
The football star is a four-time Pro Bowl player. The Pro Bowl is the all-star game of the NFL.
Luck Gone Out

Luck may have had his best season last year. He had 39 touchdowns in 2018. He also threw almost
4,600 yards. That is the length of more than 38 football fields.

Luck has been hurt a lot over the years while playing football. He has hurt his shoulder, ribs,
abdomen and kidneys.
He has also had a concussion. A concussion results from a blow, usually to the head. Some of the
short-term effects of a concussion are headaches, dizziness and vomiting. Studies show
concussions also have long-term effects. These include memory and attention difficulties.
Luck also had pain in his leg and ankle this preseason. Those injuries kept him on the bench.
Luck said the cycle of injury, pain and recovery has taken away his joy of the game. That is why he
quit.
Walking Away Early

Luck's situation is different from that of kids who play sports. Kids are not paid millions of dollars.
Kids would also not have the long list of serious injuries like the professional football player.
However, kids who play sports do have something in common with Luck. They often walk away
from their games sooner than expected. They also walk away for similar reasons.
One poll a couple of years ago found that 7 in
was that "it's just not fun anymore."

10

kids quit playing sports by age

13.

One key reason

Kids' sports and youth leagues are similar to professional sports in some ways. The seasons are too
long. There is too much high pressure during games and tournaments. There are also too many
adults who take the kids' sports too seriously.
There is more of a focus on winning as kids get older. There is also more pressure to find the "best"
players.
Does lt Give You Joy?

Youth teams and youth leagues do not seem to have space for teenagers who just like to play. They
simply want to play but may not be the best at the sport. It is clear why so many of those kids think
they are not "good enough" to play.
"Joy" and "fun" are small words, but they are a big deal in sports.
One study a few years ago asked young athletes what made sports fun for them. The kids said
things such as getting time to play, getting along with teammates and trying their best. Winning
games and competing were not that important to them.
One thing is clear. Players will walk away when the games stop being fun for them or stop giving
them joy. That is the same for an NFL quarterback or a rz-year-old midfielder.

Quiz
Why does Andrew Luck want to retire?

2

3

4

(A)

because he is getting fewer touchdowns

(B)

because his injuries took away his joy of the game

(C)

because he wants to coach kids sports instead

(D)

because he thinks the seasons are too long

According to the article, how are kids sports and professional sports similar?
(A)

They both have players that do not get along.

(B)

They both involve a lot of serious injuries.

(C)

They both involve millions of dollars.

(D)

They both have a lot of pressure during games.

Which sentence from the article helps the reader understand what a concussion can do to a player?
(A)

He has also had a concussion.

(B)

A concussion results from a blow, usually to the head.

(C)

Some of the short-term effects of a concussion are headaches, dizziness and vomiting.

(D)

Studies show concussions also have long-term effects.

Which detail shows why kids walk away from sports?
(A)

Luck has been hurt a lot over the years while playing football. He has hurt his shoulder, ribs, abdomen
and kidneys.

(B)
(C)

They often walk away from their games sooner than expected. They also walk away for similar reasons.
One poll a couple of years ago found that 7 in 1 O kids quit playing sports by age 13. One key reason
was that "it's just not fun anymore."

(D)

One study a few years ago asked young athletes what made sports fun for them. The kids said things
such as getting time to play, getting along with teammates and trying their best.

mnewsela
Delay of game: black cat runs onto a football
field, changes a team's luck
By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 11.21.19
Word Count 729
Level710L

Image 1. Changing the luck of one of the teams, or so they say, a black cat runs onto the field during the second quarter of the New York
Giants and Dallas Cowboys football game at MetLife Stadium on November 4, 2019, in East Rutherford, New Jersey. Photo by: Emilee
Chinn/Getty Images

When something weird happens in sports, you have to hope the sports announcer will know what
to say. Kevin Harlan, a sports announcer, does. Luckily, he was there when a black cat ran onto the
football field in the middle of a game on November 4.
On "Monday Night Football," the Dallas Cowboys were playing the New York Giants at Metlife
Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey.
All of a sudden, a cat ran across the field and the game was stopped. The cat showed catlike skills.
"He's walking to the three," Harlan joked on the radio show. He pretended the cat was a football
player trying to score. "He's at the two, and the cat is in the CDW red zone!" The CDW red zone is
the part of the field that players have to get to in order to score a touchdown.
Comparing Cat To Football Running Backs

"Policemen and state troopers have come onto the field, and the cat runs into the end zone!"
Harlan said. "THAT IS A TOUCHDOWN !" He compared the cat to running backs. A running back
is a position in football. Running backs try to score while avoiding members of the other team.
The cat briefly ran into the stands. Then it returned to the field and scampered up a tunnel. The
cat was not seen after the game. However, people who work at the stadium promised to take it to a
veterinarian if it is found.
Didn't Have The Ball, Wasn't Wearing A Uniform

The touchdown the cat "scored" did not count, of course. Although the kitty crossed the goal line,
it did not have the ball with it. You need the ball with you to score.
Also, the cat was not wearing the correct team uniform.
Before the cat visit, the Giants were winning. After the break, the Cowboys scored more than them.
The Cowboys won with a final score of 37-18. Jerry Jones owns the Cowboys football team.
"Things did kind of change when that black cat came. What was amazing to me was how few
people wanted to go grab him," Jones said.
CDW is a technology company. It is a football sponsor
at that stadium. Company officials thought the cat
visit was funny. The company said in an email that it
enjoyed the cat's skills. The company said the cat
proved "what can happen when talent, hard work and
opportunity meet."
CDW also said that Harlan did a good job narrating
the event. The company thinks the way he described
the moment over the radio will be studied by
announcers for years.

Ml

_

Superstition About Black Cats

Some people believe a superstition about black cats. The belief is that if a black cat crosses your
path, you will have bad luck.
DeMarcus Lawrence is a player for the Cowboys. "I ran. I hate cats," he said. He knew the cat
meant that luck for the other team had ended, though. He said if a black cat runs on the field
during a football game "you might want to call it quits." He thought the Giants would have terrible
luck after.
Jabrill Peppers plays for the Giants. He agreed. "Any time I saw a black cat or it went across me
growing up, something bad happened," he said. He kind of grew out of it, but he still does not like
them, he said. He was not going to go get the cat.
Dak Prescott is a quarterback for the Cowboys. Prescott is not superstitious, but he said he was not
getting near the cat.
Ezekiel Elliott, who also plays for Dallas, had a good excuse. He is allergic to cats. Another
Cowboy, Amari Cooper, said the cat "came around the time that my knee was hurting." So he was

kind of happy because the break gave him time to rest his knee.
This is not the first time Harlan has had to react quickly while announcing for sports.
He was not the only one who had fun with the moment. Fans joked that the cat was able to score
more easily than the Giants.
Officials said that several wild cats live at the stadium. They come out after the game and eat
leftover food.

Quiz
Read the paragraph from the section "Comparing Cat To Football Running Backs."

"Policemen and state troopers have come onto the field, and the cat runs into the end zone!"
Harlan said. "THAT IS A TOUCHDOWN!" He compared the cat to running backs. A running back
is a position in football. Running backs try to score while avoiding members of the other team.
What inference can the reader make based on this paragraph?

2

(A)

Harlan thinks that black cats are a symbol of bad luck.

(8)

Harlan was making a joke about the black cat on the field.

(C)

Harlan thinks the black cat is better at football than the players.

(D)

Harlan was upset because the black cat stopped the game.

Which detail supports the idea that some of the football players are superstitious about black cats?
(A)
(B)

"I ran. I hate cats," he said. He knew the cat meant that luck for the other team had ended, though.
Dak Prescott is a quarterback for the Cowboys. Prescott is not superstitious, but he said he was not
getting near the cat.

3

4

(C)

Ezekiel Elliott, who also plays for Dallas, had a good excuse. He is allergic to cats.

(D)

Another Cowboy, Amari Cooper, said the cat "came around the time that my knee was hurting."

Why does Jabrill Peppers think that black cats are trouble?
(A)

because the cat interrupted him when he was on the radio

(8)

because he got hurt when the black cat went on the field

(C)

because he has allergic reactions when cats come near

(D)

because bad things used to happen when he saw black cats

Complete the sentence.
The interruption by the black cat caused:
(A)

the Giants to start making more touchdowns

(B)

the Cowboys to start losing to the Giants

(C)

Amari Cooper to have extra time to rest his hurt knee

(D)

Jerry Jones to start believing in bad luck

mnewsela
Sphynx cats make up for their creepy looks
with their big personalities
By How Stuff Works, adapted by Newsela staff on 06.12.19
Word Count 600
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Image 1. This momma cat and her litter of kittens show the wide variety of colors and shades the Sphynx cat can be despite being hairless.
Photo by: Vytenis Malisauskas, CanìgphotosíGetty Images

Some say Sphynx cats look a bit creepy. They've been called a mangled bag of brains. Others say
they look like naked mole rats.
Still, their appearance makes it easy to overlook something. They are some of the cuddliest, most
loving pets out there.
Sphynx are not slimy to touch, as some suspect. In fact, they are about 4 degrees warmer than
most other cats. And they're not truly hairless. They have a fine layer of feathery fuzz, much like a
fresh peach.
The cats still shed flakes of skin that can make you sneeze, though not as much as most other cats.
Still, it's their friendliness that makes owners love them most. "The thing about these cats is that
they have greater social needs than other cats," says Maria Trimarchi. She lives with two Sphynx,
Oliver and Sweet Lime. "They love people so much."

Not Connected To Egypt

These cats are named for the ancient sculpture in Egypt. However, the Sphynx has no connection
to that land. Hairless cats have been around forever, but the Sphynx is a relatively new breed of
cat. It all started in 1966 in Toronto, Canada. There a litter of kittens produced one hairless cat
named Prune.
Prune owned an unusual gene that made his body smooth. Genes are the instructions that tell the
body how to grow and work. How living things look depends on our genes.
Prune's owners mated their cat with other hairless cats. This breeding was a "purrfect" idea. When
Prune's kittens were born, some were bald. Others had thick manes. Other cat lovers soon began
breeding hairless cats for various traits and looks. In no time, these creatures became known as
the Canadian hairless cat. A bit later on, breeders adopted the Sphynx name.
Cats have many looks. The Angora, for example, is a fuzzy snowball whose face looks as if it was
punched by a boxer. Meanwhile, the Ninja-like Siamese looks as if it could slice up your face. Yet,
it is the Sphynx that really turns heads. Their owners quickly learn that these cats have big
personalities.
April Arguin owns a cattery in Florida. A cattery sells
and breeds cats. She admits the Sphynx might not be
for everyone. This is especially true for people who'd
rather let cats be independent.

I i

They Need Special Attention

Sphynx can also be pricey. Adoption fees for Spynx
kittens range between $1,800 and $2,500 each. And
because they are hairless, their skin can hold on to
dirt and dust and irritate them. That means they need
a bath at least once a week. Trimarchi makes sure she
cleans under her cats' armpits with cotton balls, as well as their undercarriage and ears.
The Sphynx must also be kept warm.
Arguin has put together a clever cabinet that her cat, Stub bin, can easily access. On top of the
cabinet is a hole with mesh wiring and a heat lamp. It keeps Stub bin toasty when his bald body
gets a chill. In fact, the cabinet is so comfortable that Arguin's chihuahua climbs in to keep warm,
too.
In colder climates, such as Oregon, sweaters work. Trimarchi has little fleece jackets for her
felines. Yet, she also has to make sure her cats are not lounging in a sunbeam for too long. "They
can get a sunburn," she says. Which brings us to another point: Sphynx cats should not go outside.
If they do, keep an eye on them. Bring them in when the sun gets too hot.

Quiz
Read the paragraph below from the section "Not Connected To Egypt."

Cats have many looks. The Angora, for example, is a fuzzy snowball whose face looks as if it
was punched by a boxer. Meanwhile, the Ninja-like Siamese looks as if it could slice up your
face. Yet, it is the Sphynx that really turns heads. Their owners quickly learn that these cats have
big personalities.
What conclusion can the reader make based on this paragraph?

2

(A)

Sphynx cats have an especially interesting look.

(B)

Sphynx cats are the most popular type of cat.

(C)

Siamese cats are friendlier than Sphynx cats.

(D)

Siamese cats have less hair than Sphynx cats.

Which selection from the article helps the reader understand that Sphynx cats need different treatment than other cats?
(A)

Still, their appearance makes it easy to overlook something. They are some of the cuddliest, most loving
pets out there.

(B)

Sphynx are not slimy to touch, as some suspect. ln fact, they are about 4 degrees warmer than most
other cats.

(C)

April Arguin owns a cattery in Florida. A cattery sells and breeds cats. She admits the Sphynx might not
be for everyone.

(D)

And because they are hairless, their skin can hold on to dirt and dust and irritate them. That means they
need a bath at least once a week.

3

4

Select the sentence that summarizes the article.
(A)

Sphynx cats have been around since 1966 and are named for a famous statue in Egypt.

(B)

Sphynx cats are unusual hairless cats that are very friendly but need special care.

(C)

Sphynx cats should be kept inside and wear special clothing if they are out in the sun or cold.

(D)

Sphynx cats need a lot of attention and are not for pet owners who want independent cats.

What is the author's main opinion about Sphynx cats?
(A)

The author believes that Sphynx cats are too much work to make good pets.

(B)

The author thinks Sphynx cats are expensive animals that most people cannot afford.

(C)

The author believes Sphynx cats are creepy looking and not good with people.

(D)

The author thinks Sphynx cats are very loving animals who look a little funny.

[anewsela
Teen baker feeds his passion - and the
homeless and hungry
By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 07.08.19
Word Count 577
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Image 1. Michael Platt makes a lemon cake at his home in Bowie, Maryland. The 13-year-old started Michaels Desserts and gives away one
cupcake to the homeless for every one he sells, Photo by: Katherine Frey/The Washington Post

BOWIE, Maryland - Michael Platt has always been interested in two things. He loves Martin
Luther King Jr. He also loves cupcakes.
Martin Luther King Jr. was a civil rights leader. He helped lead the fight for equal rights for
African-Americans in the U.S.
Michael wanted to help people like Dr. King. He learned about the number of children who go
hungry. He also loved watching videos online of bakers making desserts.
Three years ago, he had an idea. His parents gave him a pair of Toms shoes for Christmas. When
Toms sells a pair of shoes, the company gives a pair to people in need. Michael saw a way to
connect his passions. At age 11, he founded a bakery that works like Toms shoes. For every
cupcake that Michael sells, he gives one away. Twice a month, he passes out goodies around the
country's capital, Washington, D.C. He gives them to people who are homeless and hungry.

Michael is now 13 years old. He said he really enjoys handing out cupcakes to kids.
Home-Schooled Because Of Epilepsy

"I always wanted to have a purpose for what I do," he said. "It's all about helping people." He says
he thinks not just about himself, but asks, "How does this touch other things?"
Michael sells about 75 cupcakes a month. That means he also makes the same amount of treats to
give away.
Michael can spend time baking because he is homeschooled by his mother. He had to stop going to public
school in sixth grade. That is when he found out he
had epilepsy. Epilepsy is a brain condition. It causes
seizures that make a person's body shake. Michael's
seizures became too strong and happened too
often. He couldn't sit in a classroom, his mother
explained.
"It was a very, very difficult time," she said. "He had
to stop everything he loved: gymnastics, climbing
trees, diving. So that's when he kind of threw himself
into baking."
Michael says baking calms him.
Baking "Freedom Fighter Cupcakes"

Michael knew from the beginning that he wanted to do more than make money. That's why his
bakery's purpose is to fight hunger and give back. This idea carries through to his treats. Michael
calls his cupcakes "freedom fighter cupcakes."
"I choose a person each month," Michael said. He makes a special cupcake flavor for that month's
person. He also tells the person's story on his Instagram page.
June's freedom fighter is writer Maya Angelou. Her cupcake is banana pudding flavored. She loved
that dessert, Michael said. Nelson Mandela fought to end segregation in South Africa. Michael
makes a chocolate cupcake to honor him in November. He likes to shape the dark frosting to look
like Mandela's hair.
Martin Luther King Jr. is the only person to have two months. Michael honors him in January and
February. His cupcake is stuffed with sweet potato pie filling. "That's a traditional AfricanAmerican pie," said Michael's mother. Michael hopes his cupcakes teach people about the past.
Sometimes, Michael says he grows tired of being in the kitchen.
Then he remembers the homeless boy he met once while he was handing out cupcakes. A couple of
days later, the boy's father messaged Michael. He said that his son, encouraged by Michael's
example, now wants to become a baker.
That story keeps him going, Michael said.

Quiz
Read the following selection from the section "Baking Freedom Fighter Cupcakes."

Michael knew from the beginning that he wanted to do more than make money. That's why his
bakery's purpose is to fight hunger and give back.
Based on this selection, choose the statement that is TRUE .

2

(A)

Michael does not know how to make money from his bakery.

(B)

Michael's bakery makes money and fights hunger.

(C)

Michael's bakery made money at the beginning but now it does not.

(D)

Michael knew that the only way to make money was to fight hunger.

Read the following paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-5].

Three years ago, he had an idea. His parents gave him a pair of Toms shoes for Christmas.
When Toms sells a pair of shoes, the company gives a pair to people in need. Michael saw a way
to connect his passions. At age 11, he founded a bakery that works like Toms shoes. For every
cupcake that Michael sells, he gives one away. Twice a month, he passes out goodies around the
country's capital, Washington, D. C. He gives them to people who are homeless and hungry.
What conclusion can the reader make based on this paragraph?

3

(A)

Michael admires how the Toms company helps people.

(B)

Michael gave the Toms company his idea about how to help people.

(C)

Michael founded a bakery that sells cupcakes and Toms shoes.

(D)

Michael passes out cupcakes and Toms shoes to homeless people.

Complete the following sentence.
Epilepsy caused Michael __ .

4

(A)

to try doing different activities at school

(B)

to spend a lot of time sitting in the classroom

(C)

to spend time baking because it calms him

(D)

to become interested in Martin Luther King Jr.

How did Michael become involved with "freedom fighter cupcakes"?
(A)

They are a way to help teach people about the past.

(B)

They are a way to help people who want to be freedom fighters.

(C)

He wanted to make treats that taste like traditional African-American pies.

(D)

He wanted to find a type of food that is easy to make.

mnewsela
His favorite college makes fourth-grader's
homemade sign into shirt
By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 09.16.19
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Image 1. A fourth-grader was teased for his homemade University of Tennessee logo. Then the school made his drawing into a real shirt.
Photo by: Laura Snyder Facebook

A school in Altamonte Springs, Florida, held a "college colors" day on August 30. Laura Snyder
teaches fourth grade. One of her students wore an orange T-shirt. It was to show his favorite
school, the University of Tennessee (UT).
"He was SO EXCITED to show me his shirt. I was impressed that he took it one step further to
make his own label," Snyder wrote online on Facebook. She said that he drew his own UT logo
with pen and paper. He attached it to his shirt.
However, after lunch, the student came back to her room crying.
Bullied At Lunch

Snyder wrote that some girls at the lunch table next to his had made fun of his sign that he had put
on his shirt. The girls were not a part of college colors day. "He was DEVASTATED," Snyder said.

She said she knows kids can be mean. She knows that it is not the fanciest sign. However, her
student used what he had to be a part of a spirit day, she said.
She wanted to cheer him up. Snyder wrote that she planned to buy him a University of Tennessee
shirt. She asked on Facebook if anyone knew someone at the university "to make it a little extra
special for him."
Wh at happened next completely surprised her. Her post got really popular on Facebook. It
reached University of Tennessee fans and then the university itself. The university responded by
sending the student a package of UT gifts for him and his class.
"I'm not even sure I can put into words his reaction. It
was so heartwarming," Snyder wrote in an update to
her post. "My student was so amazed at all the goodies
in the box. He proudly put on the jersey and one of
the many hats in the box. All who saw had either
goosebumps or tears."
Later, things got even better.
The university's shop announced on September 5 that
it decided to use the student's logo. The shop will put
his design on shirts to sell. Some of the money earned
will be given to a group that fights bullying.
Design Being Made Into Real Shirt

"When I told him that his design was being made into a real shirt and people wanted to wear it, his
jaw dropped," Snyder wrote. "He had a big smile on his face, walked taller, and I could tell his
confidence grew today! Thank you to the UT Nation for that!"
The student's mother wrote a letter of thanks. Snyder posted it online. It said, "I can tell you that I
spent a lot of my day reading all the kind words in support of my son and I'm touched beyond
words."

Quiz
Read the following paragraph from the section "Bullied At Lunch."

"I'm not even sure I can put into words his reaction. lt was so heartwarming," Snyder wrote in an
update to her post. "My student was so amazed at all the goodies in the box. He proudly put on
the jersey and one of the many hats in the box. All who saw had either goosebumps or tears."
What inference can the reader make based on this paragraph?

2

(A)

The student was confused by the box of goodies he got.

(B)

The box of goodies did not have things the student liked.

(C)

The student asked the university to send the box of goodies.

(D)

The box of goodies helped cheer up the student.

Which detail shows that the student who made his own T-shirt design got bullied?
(A)

One of her students wore an orange T-shirt. lt was to show his favorite school, the University of
Tennessee (UT).

(B)

Snyder wrote that some girls at the lunch table next to his had made fun of his sign that he had put on
his shirt.

(C)

The university responded by sending the student a package of UT gifts for him and his class.

(D)

"When I told him that his design was being made into a real shirt and people wanted to wear it, his jaw
dropped," Snyder wrote.

3

Read the following paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-3].

"He was SO EXCITED to show me his shirt. I was impressed that he took it one step further to
make his own label," Snyder wrote online on Facebook. She said that he drew his own UT logo
with pen and paper. He attached it to his shirt.
Which word from the paragraph helps the reader understand the meaning of "logo"?

4

(A)

shirt

(B)

label

(C)

online

(D)

paper

Laura Snyder from the article said, "He was DEVASTATED."
Which answer choice explains what Snyder meant?
(A)

that the student was very mad

(B)

that the student was very confused

(C)

that the student was really hurt

(D)

that the student was really excited

IJ]newsela
The best and worst Girl Scout cookies, ranked
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By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 02.14.20
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Image 1. (From left) Mae Maney, age 1 O, Kimorra Buggs, age 13, and Ross Donlan, age 13, discuss the various flavors of Girl Scout
cookies. Photo: Marvin Joseph/Washington Post

It's a magical time of year: Girl Scout cookie season. With it comes the forming of fan groups. Are
you Team Samoa or a Thin Mint fan? Does peanut butter beat lemon?
To settle such matters, a newspaper called the Washington Post brought in judges. Two are
professional pastry chefs, Claudia Barrovecchio and Paola Velez. The other three judges are Girl
Scouts. Kimorra Buggs and Ross Donlan are 13 years old, and Mae Maney is 10 years old.
The Post got the eight cookie types being sold in the Washington, D.C.-area and added the regional
cookie, Lemonades. The judges tasted the cookies in the newspaper's Food Lab.
Here is how the group rated the cookies, from least favorite to cheer-worthy.
9. Toffee-Tastic

This one got a "nope" from all of the judges. "I don't like it in any regard," Ross said.

The tasters agreed that there weren't enough toffee chunks in these plain cookies. However, when
they hit a chunk of the toffee, they did not like the experience. "I thought my tooth had cracked,"
Kimorra said.
Velez said the cookie stuck to the inside of her throat. She pointed to the first ingredient listed in
the cookie: rice flour. She explained that rice flour swells as it absorbs water.
8. Trefoils

This shortbread cookie has the Girl Scouts logo on it. The kids found that there was not enough
going on with its flavor. "I think it tastes very plain," Mae said.
Its lingering flavor left a bad taste in some judges' mouths.
"What is that aftertaste?" Kimorra wondered.
The chefs found it to be a snooze, too. Barrovecchio said it was "just boring."
7. Girl Scout S'mores

Kimorra had a suggestion for how to make the Girl Scout s'more cookies taste more like actual
s'mores. "They're so good in the microwave," she said. "The marshmallows and the chocolate
melt."
"I like how the filling is sweet, but the cookie is not really sweet," Mae said.
Overall, the group found it a bit too sweet. They did not speak very highly of the fake
marshmallow, either.
"I was bummed that they didn't actually put marshmallow fluff in there," Velez said. "It was like
eating an Oreo but with graham crackers."
6. Lemon-Ups

This new lemon cookie was launched in 2020. It features positive messages written on them such
as, "I am a go-getter."
In taste, it made everyone reach for their glasses. "Ugh, can I have more water?" Ross asked.
"This one kind of dries up my whole mouth," Velez said. She thought the cookie might work well in
a crust for a lemon tart.
Barrovecchio disliked its "fake lemon" scent.
5. Tagalongs

The chocolate coating on these peanut-butter-topped cookies annoyed the judges.
"It gets messy," Mae said.
"The second I touched it, it started melting in my hand," Ross agreed. Ross also noted the peanut
butter doesn't go to the edge of the cookie, making for uneven bites.
Barrovecchio said that is something chefs think about. "How is the customer going to be eating it?"

Mae suggested a darker chocolate would be a better choice. Velez disliked the texture.
4. Lemonades

Judges liked the looks of this lemon crisp, which has the image of a citrus slice pressed into the
top. "The design is pretty," Ross said.
The citrus flavor missed the mark. "I thought it tasted
and smelled like manufactured lemon," Mae said.
3. Do-Si-Dos

The grown-ups seemed to like the salty and sweet
taste of the peanut butter sandwich cookie.
"I like that there are actual pieces of peanut in here,"
Velez said. She said it makes it more crisp.
"I like that it's salty and not too sweet," Barrovecchio said.
Kimorra thought there was just the right amount of filling in the cookie. Ultimately, the younger
judges didn't like it so much.
"It's good, but like when all the Thin Mints are gone and all the Samoas are gone, I'll eat this,"
Ross said.
2. Samoas

This ring-shaped cookie is topped with caramel, chocolate and coconut. There was silence as it was
served, a sign of its popularity. However, the coconut divided opinions. Mae loves coconut, but
Ross "despises it."
It won high scores from enough tasters to make it the runner-up. However, even among its biggest
fans, it seems the Samoa is best enjoyed in moderation. Kimorra suggested eating it in limited
amounts. "They're kind of heavy," she said.
1. Thin Mints

As this mint-infused chocolate cookie was passed out to the panel, the table started chanting,

"Thin Mint time! Thin Mint time!"
Some tasters preferred this cookie's darker chocolate coating. "I like that it's really chocolatey,"
Mae said.
Kimorra and Ross liked that it is vegan.
Its crunchy snap was a hit. "It's a good texture," Barrovecchio said. She found the minty flavor
more real than the others. "It's kind of refreshing."

Quiz
Mae said, "I thought it tasted and smelled like manufactured lemon."
Which answer choice explains what Mae meant?

2

(A)

that the Lemonades taste fake

(B)

that the Lemonades are boring

(C)

that the Lemonades are the best

(D)

that the Lemonades smell good

Read the following selection from the section "2. Samoas."

Kimorra suggested eating it in limited amounts. "They're kind of heavy," she said.
What does the author mean by "limited"?

3

4

(A)

small

(B)

large

(C)

extra

(D)

none

How is the grown-ups' point of view different than the younger judges' point of view?
(A)

The grown-ups really liked the Lemon-Ups, but the younger judges did not like them at all.

(B)

The grown-ups thought the Girl Scout S'mores were not tasty, but the younger judges loved them.

(C)

The grown-ups enjoyed the Do-Si-Dos, but the younger judges were not that excited by them.

(D)

The grown-ups had a hard time eating the Toffee-Tastic, but the younger judges liked the texture.

With which statement would the panel MOST likely agree?
(A)

Samoas are the plainest Girl Scout cookies.

(B)

Trefoils are the sweetest Girl Scout cookies.

(C)

Tagalongs are the worst Girl Scout cookies.

(D)

Thin Mints are the best Girl Scout cookies.
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Image 1. Akira (left) and Kodie live at the Wolf Sanctuary of Pennsylvania, a 40-acre space for rescued wolves and wolfdogs in Lititz,
Pennsylvania. Photo by: Anthony Celona/Wolf Sanctuary of PA

In most states, it is against the law to own a wolf or wolfdog. A wolfdog is a mixture of a wolf with
a pet dog breed. The Wolf Sanctuary of PA in Lititz, Pennsylvania, rescues these wolves and
wolfdogs.
Sophie is one of the wolfdogs at the Wolf Sanctuary. She was rescued from an apartment in New
York City.
"Even though she's a mix, she has a beautiful wolf howl," said Mandy Wagner. She is a tour guide
at the Wolf Sanctuary. She has volunteered there for 15 years. A sanctuary is a safe place. This
sanctuary is mostly woods. Chain fences keep the wolves in.
Unique Smell

Wagner put her hand through the fence to pet Sophie. Sophie wagged her tail in enjoyment. Pure
wolves have straighter tails with a black spot on them. This spot marks a scent gland. For wolves,

this gland produces its unique smell.
Sophie's mate recently died. The sanctuary tried to find her a new one. Wolves mostly prefer living
in packs, meaning they like to live with each other. The sanctuary tries to match wolves with others
based on their personalities. To test compatibility, caretakers might give the wolves a "playdate."
The sanctuary houses 54 wolves and wolfdogs. They have been rescued from across the country.
Among them are gray wolves and timber wolves, which are a subspecies of gray wolf.
Malnourished Or Mistreated

Most wolfdogs are part husky, German shepherd or malamute. Wagner said that many wolves
arrived to the sanctuary malnourished or mistreated. When she talked to them or gave them
attention, most of the wolves seemed to enjoy it.
A hundred years ago, wild gray wolves roamed the
Mid-Atlantic region. This region stretches from parts
of New Jersey down to parts of North Carolina. Now,
there are no wild wolves in this area. In 1995, gray
wolves were successfully reintroduced into
Yellowstone National Park. Packs are now in nine
states.
Since 1978, gray wolves have been classified as
endangered in the Lower 48 states, except for
Minnesota. An endangered species is a living thing
that has a high chance of dying off. Being labeled as endangered comes with certain protections.
However, in 2019 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed lifting those protections.
Bill and Barbara Darlington own the sanctuary. They began rescuing wolves in the 1980s. The
sanctuary became a nonprofit in 1993. The organization focuses on supporting the rescued
animals.
Usually Live 4 to 8 Years

The wolves and wolfdogs eat uncooked meat donated by restaurants, groceries and hunters. Wolf
jaws are powerful and can chomp bones easily. They are fed six times a week at the sanctuary. In
the wild, wolves may eat once a week. Wild wolves usually live four to eight years. At the
sanctuary, some of the wolves live longer. For example, Swayze is a 17-year-old pure wolf.
Little Girl, a timber wolf, and Jake, a wolfdog, did call-and-answer howls to each other. It is a myth
that wolves howl at the moon. Wolves can smell prey from miles away. Their eyesight is average,
though. So under a full moon, they see better to catch prey. If a wolf is howling on the night of a
full moon, they might be celebrating a meal.

Quiz
Which sentence from the article helps the reader to understand that the Wolf Sanctuary tries to help its wolves live happy lives?

2

(A)

Sophie is one of the wolfdogs at the Wolf Sanctuary.

(B)

The sanctuary tries to match wolves with others based on their personalities.

(C)

Among them are gray wolves and timber wolves, which are a subspecies of gray wolf.

(D)

Little Girl, a timber wolf, and Jake, a wolfdog, did call-and-answer howls to each other.

Read the paragraph below from the section "Usually Live 4 to 8 Years."

The wolves and wolfdogs eat uncooked meat donated by restaurants, groceries and hunters.
Wolf jaws are powerful and can chomp bones easily They are fed six times a week at the
sanctuary. ln the wild, wolves may eat once a week. Wild wolves usually live four to eight years.
At the sanctuary, some of the wolves live longer. For example, Swayze is a 17-year-old pure wolf.
What conclusion can the reader make based on this paragraph?

3

4

(A)

The wolves at the Wolf Sanctuary have more powerful jaws than wolves in the wild.

(B)

The Wolf Sanctuary has trouble finding enough food to feed its wolves.

(C)

The Wolf Sanctuary helps to protect wolves from predators they might encounter.

(D)

The wolves at the Wolf Sanctuary can be healthier than wolves in the wild.

How does the information in the section "Malnourished Or Mistreated" support the MAIN idea of the article?
(A)

lt contrasts gray wolves with German shepherds and other dogs.

(B)

lt shows why gray wolves need to be protected in the Wolf Sanctuary.

(C)

lt tells the names of the people who started the Wolf Sanctuary.

(D)

lt explains which states have healthy gray wolf populations.

Select the sentence that summarizes the article.
(A)

The Wolf Sanctuary is a place in Pennsylvania that tries to protect wolves because they have become
endangered in the wild.

(B)

The number of gray wolves has gone down over the last 100 years, and now there are none in the MidAtlantic region.

(C)

Even though wolves are known to howl a lot, it is a myth that they howl at the full moon.

(D)

Sophie is a wolfdog who lives at the Wolf Sanctuary after being rescued from an apartment in New York
City.
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February 29ths, like the one tacked to the end of this month. exist because Earth's orbit and human calendars are slightly out of sync. This is
why we have Leap Years. Illustration by: Mbbìrdy/Getty Images.

The calendar we use and the Earth's orbit are slightly out of sync. That is why we sometimes have
February 29. The planet completes its 584-million-mile trip around the sun in 365 days and 5
hours, 48 minutes and 46 seconds. Leap days are to make up for the extra time.
However, if two Johns Hopkins University professors had their way, 202o's leap day would be the
last of its kind. The university is in Maryland.
The professors would replace the calendar with a new version. Theirs is the Hanke-Henry
Permanent Calendar. It is 364 days long. It is predictable, as the year always begins on a Monday.
Birthdays are always on the same day of the week.
Exactly The Same, Every Year

Richard Conn Henry is one of the calendar's makers. "The calendar will be exactly the same, every
year," he said.

February would always have 30 days. So would January, April, May, July, August, October and
November. The other months would have 31 days.
There would be no February leap days. Instead, "every five or six years," Henry said, "we'll have an
extra week at the end."
About 46 B.C. (2,066 years ago), Julius Caesar reworked a 365-day calendar to include a leap
day. Caesar ruled the Roman republic. The calendar was called the Julian calendar for him. It was
more accurate than previous calendars, but it was not perfect. Each year added an extra 11 minutes

and 14 seconds.
Extra Minutes Added Up

Over the years, the extra minutes added up. The seasonal position of Earth and the calendar got
off track. The Easter holiday moved toward summer. This upset Pope Gregory XIII, the head of the
Roman Catholic Church, and he changed the calendar.
To fix the holidays, the pope skipped 10 days. In Italy, Spain and some other countries, they
jumped ahead in October 1582. The pope kept leap years, but there were fewer.
This Gregorian calendar set February 29 as leap day.
Outside Roman Catholic countries in Europe, countries were slower to use the calendar. Great
Britain did not follow it until 1752.
Denis Feeney is a professor at Princeton University in New Jersey. "There were riots in Britain that
year," he said. "People wanted their 11 days back."
We still use this calendar.
The calendar fits Earth's orbit around the sun. However, people don't really need that, Henry said.
"What we need is a calendar that is suitable for human beings to order their lives by."
Henry got Professor Steve H. Hanke to help him. Hanke said it would cost a lot of money to
change the calendar.
Still, not having to make calendars every year would save money, he said.
Having dates on the same day of the week every year helps to plan, Henry said.
Under their calendar, the major U.S. national holidays, except for Independence Day and
Thanksgiving, come on a Monday. Christmas would always be on a Sunday.
Saving Money

Hanke said a national holiday won't come in the middle of the week. Avoiding a break during the
week will save money, he said.
When he explains the new calendar, Hanke said, people seem upset over their birthdays. They
would always be on the same day of the week. He suggests people be more open to celebrating on
another day.
It took a Caesar, and then a pope, to change the calendar. Henry and Hanke say a president could
do it.

Henry said he thinks President Donald Trump might agree to it. That is because Trump would get
to name the calendar after himself, he said. It would follow the tradition of Caesar and Pope
Gregory.
He predicted the states would follow the national government, and then businesses and the world.

Quiz
What is the MAIN idea of the article?

2

3

4

(A)

The current calendar in use is very confusing.

(B)

The new calendar would be simple and easy to use when planning.

(C)

The calendar has experienced many changes over the years.

(D)

Everyone is excited about the new calendar the professors are proposing.

How does the information in the section "Exactly The Same, Every Year" support the MAIN idea of the article?
(A)

lt explains the details of the new calendar.

(B)

lt shows why Caesar's calendar was not widely accepted.

(C)

lt shows how leap years help fix the errors in the calendar.

(D)

lt explains that birthdays will change under the new calendar.

With which statement would Richard Conn Henry MOST likely agree?
(A)

Caesar's calendar is one of the most important inventions.

(B)

The Easter holiday should not occur close to summer.

(C)

The current calendar can be difficult to use for planning.

(D)

The new calendar will ruin the way people experience their birthdays.

Which answer choice accurately compares how Roman Catholic countries and Great Britain experienced the change of the
calendar?
(A)

Roman Catholic countries were slow to get used to it while Great Britain was excited to start using it
immediately.

(B)

People from both places were very excited to start using the new calendar.

(C)

People from both places were extremely upset about having to change to the new calendar.

(D)

Roman Catholic countries used the new calendar quickly while Great Britain fought it.
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It doesn't take eagle eyes to see that turkeys
are smart in the wild
By Orlando Sentinel, adapted by Newsela staff on 11.27.13
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A wild turkey flies up to its evening roost, a tree in the front yard of Mary Jane Froese's parents, on Staten Island, N.Y., on Nov. 11. 2013.
AP/Kathy Willens

You know that turkey you are going to eat for Thanksgiving dinner? Ben Franklin thought it
should have been the nation's symbol.
Franklin, one of our Founding Fathers, may have been right about turkeys being better than
eagles. The case can be made, with some humor.
The turkey is a "much more respectable bird," Franklin wrote. He meant wild turkeys. He didn't
mean the ones we find in the grocery store today. The bald eagle is a slob. It fools America by
looking like a powerful bird, ready for action. OK, those were not Franklin's exact words. But that
was the idea.
Evidence is found at one Florida landfill. Eagles there spend time with vultures. Vultures are lazy.
They do not hunt. They eat garbage. Turkeys never fight over garbage.
Turkeys Nuts About Nuts

Turkeys are fitness nuts. They eat acorns, seeds, mushrooms. Sometimes they eat frog legs.
Turkeys have the muscles to get away fast if bothered. They can run at 20 miles per hour and fly at
55 mph.
Some people say that a turkey is so stupid it will look up at rain and drown. That is not true.
Turkeys have sharp eyes and really good ears.
Hunters say turkeys can see them make a small move from a mile away. The birds can tell the
direction and distance of sound in heavy woods. It is amazing, scientists say.
Some people say that you are what you eat. If that is true, then turkeys taste like nature.

If eagles are what they eat at landfills full of garbage, then yuck. Eagles, like vultures, will eat dead
animals and plants they find on the ground.
Franklin was upset that the symbol of our nation is a thief. It will sit in a tree while another bird
works to snatch a fish from the water. Then the eagle will swoop in. It will scare the other bird
until it drops the fish, then take off with it.
Turkeys also are bullies. But they pick on themselves. They are known to see their reflections on
the side of a car and try to fight with what they see.
The Comeback Birds

An average male eagle in Florida stands 2 feet, 4 inches. It weighs less than 10 pounds. And it has
wings that measure nearly 6 feet from one wing tip to the other.
The average turkey stands 3 feet, 4 inches. It weighs 19 pounds and has a wingspan of 4 feet, 6
inches.
"They are a beautiful bird," said Roger Shields, a Florida scientist. "When they get the sun on
them, I think they are just as pretty as an eagle."
Both birds came back from big problems.
In the early 1960s there were fewer than 500 pairs of eagles in the 48 mainland states. Chemicals
meant to control bugs had killed many eagles. But there are more than 10,000 of them today.
The number of turkeys fell to a few hundred thousand in the early 1900s. Forests were being cut
down. But now there are more than 6 million.
Scientists see big differences when they try to nurse the birds back to health.
A wild turkey that's being held so it can be helped will go crazy trying to escape.
Sick eagles taken to the Audubon Center for Birds of Prey in Florida seem to think differently.
"Wow! Food, nice people, awesome vulture stink," they seem to say.
Hanging Out With Fast Friends

There is one very American thing about eagles at Florida landfills: they like the all-you-can-eat fast
food.

Workers at a Florida landfill said a single eagle showed up in the early 1980s. The next year there
were two. Four came the year after. One person counted 90 within 30 minutes two years ago.
Their behavior changed as more eagles showed up. They started eating garbage instead of hunting
for rats and other critters. Florida scientist Michelle Vandeventer thinks eagles also come to
landfills to make friends.
But the birds are definitely smart, Vandeventer said. "Mama eagles don't raise fools."

Quiz
What is this article MAINLY talking about?

2

3

(A)

lt describes what and where turkeys, eagles and vultures eat.

(B)

lt compares turkeys and eagles and shows that turkeys are pretty cool birds.

(C)

lt explains that Ben Franklin wanted the turkey to be the national bird of the United States.

(D)

lt argues that eagles should not be the national bird because they are just like vultures.

Which section of the article gives the most details to support the MAIN idea of the article?
(A)

Introduction [paragraphs 1-4]

(B)

"Turkeys Nuts About Nuts"

(C)

"The Comeback Birds"

(D)

"Hanging Out With Fast Friends"

Which word from this paragraph gives you the BEST hint about what a "landfill" is?

Evidence is found at one Florida landfill. Eagles there spend time with vultures. Vultures are lazy.
They do not hunt. They eat garbage. Turkeys never fight over garbage.

4

(A)

Florida

(B)

vultures

(C)

lazy

(D)

garbage

Define "wingspan" according to the paragraphs below.

An average male eagle in Florida stands 2 feet, 4 inches. lt weighs less than 1 O pounds. And it
has wings that measure nearly 6 feet from one wing tip to the other.
The average turkey stands 3 feet, 4 inches. lt weighs 19 pounds and has a wingspan of 4 feet, 6
inches.
(A)

how far back and forth a bird can flap its wings

(B)

how far it is from the top of one wing to the bottom of that wing

(C)

how far it is from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other wing

(D)

how wide each wing is across, from the left side of the wing to the right side
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Ad o rn Appiah of South Carolina in 2018. Photo courtesy of Marjorie Appiah

Adom Appiah is just 15 years old. Yet, he is already making a big difference in his community.
Adom learned about volunteering from his parents. When he was young, they organized book
drives for kids and served food to the hungry. They also delivered Christmas presents to children
with parents in jail. Adom would join his parents while they volunteered.
Adom lives in Spartanburg, South Carolina. Now, Adom chooses how to spend his time. He still
continues to volunteer.
Raising Money Through Basketball Games

Over the past three years, he has raised over $70,000 for charity. Charity is freely giving time or
money to help those in need. Adom raises money through basketball games.
"It's always been instilled in me to volunteer," Adorn said. He named his charity project
Ballz.Good. He donates the money he raises to various causes, including autism, the homeless and

abused children.
Adorn was awarded a 2019 Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes. He received $10,000. He is

giving half of the money to his charity. The other half will help pay for his college.
Every year, the Ball.rGood games sell out of tickets. This year, the men's and women's Ball.rGood
games raised more than $30,000. The money will go to community groups that help students and
others.
The first Ballaûood game in 2017 went really well. It led to the start of Adom's nonprofit.
"He represents hope for the future," Mary Thomas said. She advises Adorn.
Adorn uses his connections to get people to play in his games. He also calls people and uses social
media. He used Twitter to connect with one Ballz Good player. His name is Anthony Ianni. Adorn
admired Ianni. Ianni has autism. He is the first player known to have autism and play college
basketball. Adorn admired Ianni for how Ianni speaks out about his autism.
"I tweeted him and somehow he responded," Adorn said.
Hands-On Way Of Helping

Ianni said he liked Adom's hands-on way of helping others. He wanted to be a part of it. It was a
great chance for Ianni to spread his message of hope.
"I couldn't say no," Ianni said. "I wanted to help be a part of his mission."
Ianni was honored to speak at Balla Good's event.
Balla Good started as Adom's community service project in seventh grade.

Ballz Good connects two things Adom is passionate about: Sports and community.
"He found that sweet spot that drove him to work so hard at it," Kelsea Turner said. She was
Adom's seventh-grade history teacher. "He's a deeply purposeful guy."
Adom is involved in many activities. He is also in student government, band and a video game
club. He participated in the nationwide spelling bee twice. He speaks at schools and events to
encourage people to volunteer. He has even written a children's book.
Supported 18 Charity Groups

Since 2017, Adom and Ball4Good have given money to 18 charity groups. They range from helping
the homeless to supporting families of young people fighting cancer.
Adorn does more than just deliver the money to these groups. He still volunteers.
"Adorn is a doer," Greg Tolbert said. Tolbert works with Adom at the Boys & Girls Club.
Adorn says he wants Balla Good to go beyond his community. By getting others to join, his work
can reach more people.
"Adom sets out to make a difference in the world and help kids who are not as fortunate as he is,"
Adom's rô-year-old friend, Maxwell Booker said. "He aims high and dreams big."

Quiz
1

2

3

How did Adorn Appiah's parents have an impact on him?
(A)

They taught him how to be a good basketball player.

{B)

They taught him the importance of volunteering.

(C)

They showed him how to connect with people on Twitter.

(D)

They showed him how to win a spelling bee.

WHY did Adorn start his Ball4Good charity project?
{A)

to get a spot in student government

(B)

to teach people how to play basketball

(C)

to raise money for various causes

(D)

to win the Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes

Read the selection below from the section "Raising Money Through Basketball Games."

His name is Anthony Ianni. Adam admired Ianni. lanní has autism. He is the first player known to
have autism and play college basketball. Adam admired Ianni for how Ianni speaks out about his
autism.
What does the word "admired" mean?

4

(A)

is scared of

(B)

has respect for

(C)

is friends with

(D)

has controlled

Read the selection below from the section "Hands-On Way Of Helping."

He participated in the nationwide spelling bee twice. He speaks at schools and events to
encourage people to volunteer. He has even written a children's book.
Which word could replace "encourage" WITHOUT changing the meaning of the selection?
{A)

inspire

(B)

prevent

(C)

ignore

(D)

copy
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Four friends out surfing come to the rescue of
two drowning brothers
By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 12.03.19
Word Count 462
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Image 1. (From left) Adrian York, Spenser Stratton, Taj Ortiz-Beck and Narayan Weibel at Trinidad State Beach in California several days
after they rescued two swimmers who were in danger of drowning. Photo by: Eva York/Washington Post Photo by: Eva York í Handout f
Washington Post

On November 11, four friends were surfing in California. They stopped in the water to take a rest.
It was then that they heard cries for help.
The boys looked through the fog. They saw two heads going in and out of the cold ocean and arms
waving in the air.
"We all looked at each other and knew these guys were about to drown," said Narayan Weibel. He
was in a summer lifeguard program with his friend, Spenser Stratton. Both Narayan and Spenser
are 16 years old.
The boys quickly swam over to the troubled swimmers. Their friend Taj Ortiz-Beck went, too. He is
15 years old. Adrian York was the other surfer friend. Adrian is also 16 years old. He is a lifeguard.
He raced to shore to find help.

"Calm Down, We Got You!"

The struggling swimmers were a pair of brothers ages 15 years old and 20 years old.
"We were paddling to get there as fast as we could," said Taj. He and his friends were wearing wet
suits to keep them warm. There wasn't time to think and that helped Taj stay calm, he says.
The swimmers were wearing only T-shirts and shorts.
The friends lifted the brothers onto their surfboards.
"We told them, 'Calm down, we got you!"' said
Narayan. He compared being in the cold ocean to
being in an ice bath. The brothers were having a hard
time keeping their heads above water.
Adrian found somebody on shore to call 911. Then he
jumped back into the water to help. The boys paddled
the brothers back to safety on the shore.
Boys Were Brave To Help

The brothers had been out for some afternoon fun with their family. They went too far into the
ocean. Quickly, they were pulled away into deep water, said Dillon Cleavenger. He is a lifeguard for
California State Parks. Cleavenger was one of the people who responded to the 911 call.
The swimmers' family couldn't see them in the fog after they were pulled in. The water was very
cold. The brothers weren't strong swimmers.
Cleavenger believes the surfers saved the brothers' lives. He thinks the friends were brave for
being willing to help.
The four friends made sure the brothers were still breathing when they reached the shore. Doctors
looked them over, too. They went home with their family.
The boys' parents said they were proud of their sons. They said they raised their sons to respect the
ocean. They are glad that the boys were there to help. The four friends were happy they were there,
too.

Quiz
Which question is answered in the section "Boys Were Brave To Help"?

2

(A)

why the brothers were not wearing wet suits

(B)

where the teens received lifeguard training

(C)

how the brothers got into trouble

(D)

what the brothers' names were

Which selection from the article explains where the rescue happened?
(A)

On November 11, four friends were surfing in California. They stopped in the water to take a rest. lt was
then that they heard cries for help.

(B)

The boys looked through the fog. They saw two heads going in and out of the cold ocean and arms
waving in the air.
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(C)

They went too far into the ocean. Quickly, they were pulled away into deep water.

(D)

The swimmers' family couldn't see them in the fog after they were pulled in. The water was very cold.

What did Adrian York do FIRST after the teens saw that the brothers needed help?
(A)

He checked to see if they were breathing.

(B)

He found someone on shore to call 911.

(C)

He paddled to the brothers to help them.

(D)

He went to shore to get help.

Why did the brothers need help in the water?
(A)

They did not have surfboards to climb on.

(B)

They were not strong swimmers and got pulled into deep water.

(C)

The fog kept them from being able to see their family on shore.

(D)

They decided not to wear wet suits.
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Image 1. An Amazon employee pushes a cart on February 21. 2020, inside an Amazon Go Grocery store set to open soon in the Capitol Hill
neighborhood of Seattle, Washington. Following the opening of several smaller convenience-type stores using an app and cashier-less
technology to tally shoppers' selections. the store will be the first Amazon Go full-sized cashier-less grocery store. Photo: Ted S. Warren/AP
Photo

Amazon is shaking up the grocery market. The online giant plans to get rid of checkout lines.
Amazon opened its first cashier-less supermarket. Shoppers do not have to wait to pay. They do
not even need to open their wallets.
The new store opened on February 25. It is in Amazon's hometown of Seattle, Washington.
Shoppers scan a smartphone app to enter. Cameras and sensors track what is taken off shelves.
Items are charged to an Amazon account.
"I love the convenience of literally grabbing and going," said Art Kuniyuki. He lives in Seattle.
Kuniyuki spent $15 on groceries at the store.
A New Kind Of Grocery Store

The new store is called Amazon Go Grocery. It is part of 25 Amazon Go convenience stores. The
grocery store is bigger, though. It also stocks more goods.
Cameron Janes helps oversee Amazon's physical stores. He said the store's technology had to be
changed. Now it accounts for the way shoppers look through fruits and vegetables. People like to
touch different vegetables before they pick one. They only get charged for the one they leave the
store with.
Amazon is not new to groceries. In 2017, it bought
Whole Foods and its 500 stores. It also delivers
groceries. However, Amazon is still far behind rival
Walmart. Walmart is the nation's largest grocery store
with more than 4,700 stores. Walmart's online
grocery service is also popular. Customers order
online. Then they drive to Walmart for pick up.
At Amazon Go Grocery, families can shop together.
One phone scans everyone in. All the items are
charged to one account. Shoppers, though, should not
grab things for strangers. They will be charged for the item if the person walks out with it.
Other stores are trying to catch up. They are starting their own cashier-less technology. Earlier in
February, 7-Eleven started testing a cashier-less store. It is for 7-Eleven employees.
Not Everyone Likes Cashier-Less Stores

Lawmakers and others, though, are critical of cashier-less stores. They say the stores are
unfair. Shoppers must have a credit card or bank account. It discriminates against low-income
people. Amazon, though, has started letting people pay in cash.
The stores also cut the jobs of cashiers. Janes said the new Amazon store only has "several dozen"
workers.
Cashier-less stores get rid of waiting in line. However, it also kills some joys of the supermarket.
"Just walk out technology is kind of cool, in theory," said David Bishop. He advises companies.
Bishop added, though, that shoppers look for more than just speed.
Still, Bishop said, grocery companies cannot ignore Amazon. "They're not giving up," he said.

Quiz
Read the paragraph below from the Introduction [paragraphs 1-4].

The new store opened on February 25. lt is in Amazon's hometown of Seattle, Washington.
Shoppers scan a smartphone app to enter. Cameras and sensors track what is taken off shelves.
Items are charged to an Amazon account.
Which question ís answered ín this paragraph?

2

(A)

Do groceries cost less at Amazon Go Grocery?

(B)

How big is Amazon Go Grocery?

(C)

Do people like to shop at Amazon Go Grocery?

(D)

How does Amazon Go Grocery work?

Read the section "A New Kind Of Grocery Store."
Select the sentence from the section that explains HOW other companies are reacting to Amazon Go Grocery.
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(A)

The new store is called Amazon Go Grocery.

(B)

ln 2017, ít bought Whole Foods and its 500 stores.

(C)

Walmart's online grocery service is also popular.

(D)

They are starting their own cashier-less technology.

WHY do some people not like Amazon's cashier-less stores?
(A)

Not everyone can shop there and they take away cashier jobs.

(B)

They are only in a few places in the country.

(C)

The stores do not carry some of the most common grocery items.

(D)

lt ís too easy for the stores to accidentally charge people for things.

WHY do shoppers at Amazon's cashier-less store need a smartphone?
(A)

They keep a list of what they take on their smartphone.

(B)

They scan a smartphone app to enter the store.

(C)

They have to take a picture of each ítem they want to buy.

(D)

They talk to store workers on their smartphone.

