
Westside’s Pony Pages 
“Mustangs Ride with Pride” 

Mission Statement:  

The mission of Westside Primary School is to foster a caring and safe environment where all 

children have equal opportunities to be challenged with rigorous content and use that 

knowledge at the application level. 

“We Can…We Will” 

Mr. Glendon A. Jones, Principal                              Ms. Tawanda Small, Lead Teacher 

September 2021 

 

 

 

Westside Primary School 
6046 Quantico Road 

Quantico, Maryland 21856 
410-677-5117 

 

 

 

Looking 

ahead: 

 

 

October 

 
6: Progress 

Reports 

Published 

 

11: Virtual 

Back to 

School Night 

 

15: No 

School 

(MSEA 

Convention) 

 

22: Fall 

Picture Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to welcome our Westside Families to a new and promising school 
year.  Although, we are opening our schools with excitement and anticipation of a 
fun-filled school year, we also realize that there are unanswered questions as to 
what our school year will ultimately look like a few months from now due to 
Covid-19.  I appreciate the cooperation and acceptance of our families in 
participating in our virtual Open House on August 31, 2021.  This was the recent 
of trying to follow the social distance policy of adults maintaining 6 feet apart and 
avoiding too many adults in our classrooms knowing primary parents participate 
in large numbers.  Now that students are with us in our building, we are doing 
everything possible to ensure we are following all safety precautions as outlined 

by our Board of Education and the Center for Disease Control.  Here are some of the precautions and 
recommendations we are adhering to currently to keep our faculty, staff, and students safe: 

 
● All students must wear a mask while being transported by any Wicomico County bus or transportation 
provided by the Wicomico County Board of Education. 
● Students will be required to wear masks while in our school building except when they are six feet apart. 
Recess, physical education classes, PreK nap time, and while eating lunch are examples of times when 
students may be unmasked.  Teachers are also given the liberty to provide frequent mask breaks.  We did 
this last year and found this to be very effective for our students.  
●    Students are greeted at doors by teachers, assistants, and administration and are given hand 
sanitizer prior to entering any new setting, going to and from recess or lunch, or taking a restroom or 
water break. 
● Students are asked to bring their own water bottles which we can refill for them from bottled water 
supplied by the school, should they need additional water throughout the day. 
● At lunch students are seated based upon the social distancing guidelines.  

           
Faculty and Staff 

● Staff is using disinfectant to wipe down frequently touched surfaces in their classroom daily.  This 
includes their teacher desk, chair, instructional counter tops, phones, and any teacher technology 
devices. 
● Gloves and disinfectant spray are available for use by employees making copies, using instructional 
resources, using vending machines, refrigerators, or other common equipment in staff lounges. 
● Front lobbies, staff lounges, hallways, restrooms, handrails, and other high traffic areas and frequently 
touched surfaces in common areas are sanitized throughout the day by the operations (custodial) staff.  
● All hand sanitizing stations, hand soap, disinfectant, towels, and other supplies are replenished 
throughout the day and as needed by operations staff.   
● Operations staff clean floors nightly with floor cleaner, wet mop, empty the trash, and use disinfectant to 
wipe down door handles, light switches, and other frequently touched areas within the classroom.  
     
I also do frequent hall checks looking to ascertain protocols are being checked.  Only outside agencies 
who are suppling intervention or related services are allowed to visit throughout the day.  All faculty, staff, 
and administration must answer the Covid 19 screening questions prior to entering our school.  No one 
can enter the classrooms throughout the school day but teachers and related providers who are tasked 
with providing intervention services, administration on an as needed basis only, and custodians to clean 
up spills etc. By following the protocols listed above, we hope we will have a safe and successful school 
year.  Should you have any questions or concerns; please feel free to email or call administration. 



NEWS YOU CAN USE 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Westside Primary School hours are 

8:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.  This is when 

adults are available to supervise 

students.  Classes begin daily at 9:15 

a.m.  Students should be in their rooms 

by this time and prepared for 

instruction.  Dismissal begins promptly 

at 3:45 p.m. Please make sure your 

child arrives by 9:00 a.m. so they are 

ready for the school day. 

 

DRESS CODE 

Please visit www.wcboe.org to find the 
current dress code policy for the 2021-
2022 school year. 

The current dress code policy does not 
permit the wearing of flip flops in 
elementary schools.  All shoes must 
have an ankle/back strap and protect 
the feet.  This is especially important as 
a safety measure at recess.  All tops 
must cover the shoulders and skirts 
must be no more than 3 inches above 
the knee. 

The student dress code is intended to 
create a positive school climate of 
respect for self and others, reduce the 
occurrence of discipline problems, and 
maintain a safe and orderly school 
environment to ensure effective 
teaching and learning can take place. 

 

Car Riders and 

Daily Drop-

off/Pick-up 

Procedures 

If you bring your child to school, please 

drop-off only in the visitor parking lot 

area.  The front loop is for the use of 

buses only and the side lot is an 

unsupervised staff parking lot.  A 

school employee will be in the visitor 

parking lot to greet your child and 

ensure his/her safety upon entering 

school.  At the end of the day, it is 

necessary for all parents picking up car 

rider students to wait in their cars in the 

visitor lot pick-up line.  We do not 

dismiss car riders from the office during 

dismissal.  Ensure you have your sign 

displayed on the car mirror to expedite 

moving the car rider line. Car Rider 

dismissal is from 3:45 p.m.-4:15 p.m.  If 

you are later than 4:15 p.m. you must 

pick your student up in the front office. 

 

Westside Primary Cafeteria 

All students will be served a Free 

breakfast in the classroom. 

Monthly menus can be found on the 

WCBOE website.  No carbonated 

beverages are permitted in the café.  

 

http://www.wcboe.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+car+rider+signs&view=detailv2&&id=6E0FF9488AC348973674724AB75DEE9E14DC1D7B&selectedIndex=9&ccid=BN3k%2bwce&simid=608019971261530880&thid=OIP.M04dde4fb071eaa05af6a2911ed296e07o0


STUDENT ATTENDANCE:  EVERY 

SCHOOL DAY COUNTS! 

 

 

 

 

 

If it is necessary for your child to be absent from 

school be sure to send in a doctor’s note when 

they return.  Without a note, students will be 

recorded as unexcused.  The parent may also 

communicate with Mrs. Lauer via email to 

tlauer@wcboe.org and Class Dojo. 

 

If it is necessary for a student to be dismissed 

early you must send a note, email, or dojo 

message.  Likewise, if there is a change in the 

afternoon transportation, please notify the office, 

in writing, no later than the morning of the day 

that the change needs to occur.  Please note that 

students will not be called to the office for an 

early dismissal until the adult is present to accept 

them. 

 

Please visit www.wcboe.org and click on the “For 

Parents and Students” tab then on the 

“Attendance Policy & Procedure” tab. There are 

several major changes to the previous policy.  

Some of the major changes includes the 

maximum days allowed for family vacations and 

the maximum number of “parent” letters before 

only doctor’s notes will be accepted.  

 

If you are planning a vacation, you must turn in a 

vacation request form, in advance, prior to the 

scheduled absence.  Without prior approval the 

absences will not be excused.  

 

 

Bookmobile 

The Wicomico Count Public Library 

Bookmobile comes to Westside Primary 

every few weeks to give students a chance 

to choose books to read for pleasure and to 

support learning.  Pre-K students will 

borrow books to use in the classroom; all 

other students may get a library car and 

borrow materials to take home.  Parents 

must complete the registration form and 

sign to give permission for children to 

borrow books, DVDs, or computer games.  

Please remember students are responsible 

for returning all items borrowed from the 

bookmobile. 

The bookmobile will be at Westside Primary 

on the following dates: 

10/5/2021 

11/2/2021 

11/23/2021 

12/14/2021 

1/18/2022 

2/8/2022 

3/1/2022 

3/22/2022 

4/12/2022 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tlauer@wcboe.org
http://www.wcboe.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Attendance+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=75808DD9D8846CD926E06A6B47A427DAF6B1E633&selectedIndex=8&ccid=7Zbr%2bJ1x&simid=608000734109369187&thid=OIP.Med96ebf89d7178e47d5dad456b8bea7bo0


PRE-KINDERGARTEN 

We are continuing Unit 1 of our classroom 

program, Connect4Learning®.  This unit will 

focus on helping your child get settled in the 

classroom with classmates, routines, and 

using the classroom environment.  We will 

continue to explore the following topics and 

skills: 

 

❖ Science: 

• The 5 senses 

❖  Math: 

• Working with numbers 

• Counting from 0 to 10 

❖ Literacy: 

• Hearing and using new words 

• Reading children’s books 

• Learning about the parts of a book 

and about authors and illustrators 

• Learning about rules for print 

(spaces between words, 

punctuation marks, capital letters) 

❖ Social and Emotional Skills: 

• Class expectations: Be safe, be 

kind, be a team player. 

 

What you can do at home: 

✓ Check Class Dojo daily for 

messages and updates from your 

teacher and school. 

✓ Check your email for a Ready 

Rosie invite to get connected. 

✓ Talk about the 5 senses with your 

child: hearing, seeing, smelling, 

touching, and tasting. 

✓ Read books and have 

conversations daily. 

With family and friends, encourage your child to 

make connections about safety, kindness, and 

being a team player.  

 

KINDERGARTEN 

 

 

 

 

 

This month in reading we will read literature 

that relates to expressing feelings and solving 

problems to help us build a solid and safe 

classroom community.  

We will also focus on 

letter recognition, letter 

sounds, rhyming words, 

and comprehension 

skills.  

In math we will be 

focusing on number 

recognition, building, and 

comparing sets, and 

numeral writing. 

 

Special Reminders: 

 

Please label all belongings with 

your child's name. 

 

Please check class dojo daily.  

 

Please check your child's folder 

daily. 

 



FIRST GRADE 

We packed up our rooms and 
headed home for summer 
vacation hoping that with 
vaccines, Covid would be in 
our rearview mirror. 

Unfortunately, the infection numbers this month 
prove otherwise. So, we have washed our masks, 
distanced our desks, and repurposed our Google 
slides in preparation for the 2021-22 school year. 
While disappointed that we still aren’t back to 
“normal”, what is encouraging is that we learned 
how to do so many distant learning techniques and 
had time to practice them last spring, so we are in a 
much more positive place starting this school year 
than last. We learned last year that while we adults 
often complained about masks, kids didn’t seem to 
mind them as much and often forgot to take them 
off during outside breaks. So as our first-grade 
team likes to say when we are together, “we’ve got 
this”.  
 

The first few weeks of school we will be busy 
getting to know your student. We know that the 
most important thing this year will be assessing 
their needs and planning on how to meet them so 
that your child is meeting with success on grade 
level. While academics are a primary concern, we 
also know that motor skills and social-emotional 
skills are important as well. Students will be 
practicing using school tools that may have been 
replaced with slides last year. As well, reviewing 
how to be a positive and productive member of our 
classrooms will be a priority.  
 

We know that many students did not have the 
opportunity to acquire necessary grade level skills 
last year. An area of focus for Wicomico County, to 
address the lag, is phonemic awareness and 
phonics skills.  We know that our best 
readers/writers can hear and manipulate letter 
sounds and understand predictable patterns to 
decode words so adding these two components 
this year should be beneficial. We will be using 
Heggerty for Phonemic Awareness and 95% 
Phonics as our supplementary programs to boost 
reading strategies.  
 
Your teacher should have reached out to you to 
explain snack needs for the year. We also ask that 
each student have a water bottle- one that is spill 
proof and is insulated (not metal if possible). We 
ask for headphones as well in a labeled plastic 
bag.  
 

We are all set and ready to begin a rewarding year 
with your first-grade child!  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

I am so excited for our school year to start so we can get 

moving together as we learn about all the healthy 

choices that we can make to help ourselves be the best 

version of us! 

As we kick-off the year we will be learning about the 

following PE and HEALTH concepts as we put them in 

action: 

* Health Enhancing Levels of Physical Activity and    

Fitness: participate and understand 

* Responsible Personal and Social Behaviors: 

following directions, understanding that practicing 

something helps you get better at it, and using verbal & 

visual skills as feedback 

*Value of Physical Activity: being active is fun and 

important, physical activity can be challenging, and 

finding satisfaction when completing a challenge 

*Healthy Eating: fueling our body with nutrients and My 

Plate 

*Practicing Good Hygiene: hand washing, brushing 

teeth, and getting a good night sleep 

Please help your child remember to wear athletic shoes 

and clothes that they can safely move in on the days that 

they have PE.  First graders do earn a grade in physical 

education.  Being prepared and willing to try new 

skills/activities will greatly help your child find enjoyment 

and success in the gym. 

If your child needs to be excused from physical 
education for a health or medical reason, 
the following applies: 

• a note from a parent/guardian excuses your 
child for that one day. 

• a note from a doctor will excuse your child for the 
time stated on the note. 

• if a note from a doctor that states an indefinite 
time, your child will need a doctor’s note stating 
that physical activity can be resumed before they 
can participate in class. 

• PLEASE understand that a note excusing a 
student from PE will also result in the student not 
participating in recess. 

Please contact Mrs. Noelte at mnoelte@wcboe.org or 

410-677-5117 with any question or concerns that you 

may have.  I truly am looking forward to a wonderful 

school year.  I am confident that with your support, your 

child will have a successful physical education 

experience. 

mailto:mnoelte@wcboe.org


Music at Westside Primary 

 
WELCOME BACK! I can’t wait to see the children 
this year!  
We are using the cloud-based music program 
this year at Westside Primary called Quaver 
Music.  
 

Quaver Philosophy  
“Quaver brings Seriously 
Fun Teaching and 
Learning to the music 
classroom.  
SERIOUS because our 

teaching resources are academically sound and 
address grade-appropriate concepts that meet 
state and national standards.  
But the Quaver approach to music education is 
not only serious, it’s also FUN! Teachers enjoy 
teaching with Quaver resources and their 
students are motivated to learn, which benefits 
students beyond the classroom walls.”  
You can find out more at their very informative 
website, https://www.quavermusic.com/info/   
 
 

PreK - We will be learning 
about how to recognize and 
feel the steady beat in the 
music we hear. We will then 
learn how to recognize the 
difference between fast and 
slow beats.   

 

Kindergarten - 
We will be reviewing 
the concept of steady 
beat in music. We will 
then learn about the 
four ways we can use 

our voices with the song ‘Whisper, Talk, Shout 
and Sing’.  
 
 

1st Grade - We will 
be reviewing the 
concept of steady beat 
in music and strong 
and weak beats. We 
will then learn about 
music in meters that 
have 2, 3, or 4 beats in each measure, 
while recognizing the STRONG and weak beats 
in that music.  

 

 

 

 

 

Hello and Welcome to All of My Wonderful 

Westside Families! 

We’re underway in another school year and 

everyone is doing such an amazing job!  I want 

to extend a warm welcome to all our new 

students this year, you will love our Westside 

family! 

It’s that time of year again! A paper copy of 

our yearly health questionnaire was sent home 

asking all families to complete and return for 

your student(s).  Medical needs, medications and 

emergency contacts evolve over time, and we 

want to be sure that we have the most current 

information on your student should a medical 

emergency arise. Please reach out to the school 

or email me if you need a copy so that we may 

complete our emergency records for this school 

year.   

In addition, please ensure that you are keeping 

your student(s) home if they are exhibiting any 

of the signs/symptoms outlined in the COVID 

parent/guardian notice and please communicate 

any illness that should arise during the school 

year. 

Please feel free to contact me anytime and we 

will continue to work together to ensure the 

health of your student. 

 

Brooke Berezowski, BSN-RN, MACADR 

 

https://www.quavermusic.com/info/


Counselor’s Corner 
Ms. Robin Price 

 

Welcome back to another school year!  I 

am looking forward to seeing our new and 

returning students.  We will be continuing 

our character education program this 

year.  I will be teaching one lesson each 

week in all the classrooms.  Students will 

be honored for positive behavior by being 

included in the Pony Character Club.  

These students will get a certificate, a 

pencil, and a necklace or bracelet with the 

character value tag.  

Our character value of the month for 

September is Responsibility.  Our 

definition of responsibility is: 

1. Being dependable-showing people 

that they can count on you to do 

what you are supposed to do. 

2. Making good choices. 

3. Taking care of your possessions 

(your stuff) at home, at school, and 

in the community where you live. 

Our students will be learning about being 

good listeners.  We will discuss how eyes 

are for watching, ears are for listening, 

voices are quiet, and bodies are calm.  

Pre-K students will be having lessons with 

I-Care Cat to share ways to be a good 

listener and making a set of listening ears. 

Kindergarten students will learn about 

homework and the importance of doing 

homework. 

First grade students will discuss things 

we are responsible for at home and at 

school. 

 

Here are some books you can share with 

your children about responsibility: 

The Little Red Hen by Paul Galdone 

Horton Hatches an Egg by Dr. Suess 

Curious George Rides a Bike by H.A. Rey 

Arthur’s Computer Disaster by Marc Brown 

The Berenstain Bears and the Blame Game 

by Stan and Jan Berenstain 

 

 

Some websites that teach responsibility 

include: 

https://www.parents.com/kids/responsibility/ 

https://centerforparentingeducation.org/library-

of-articles/responsibility-and-

chores/developing-responsibility-in-your-

children/ 

https://www.loveandlogic.com/ 
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INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Dear Parent/Guardian or Staff Member: 

Legislation was passed in 1998 which required public schools to adopt 
an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) plan and to develop parental and 
staff notification programs, by the 1999-2000 school year, for pesticide 
application made to school grounds during the school year. 

At the beginning of each school year, each school must notify all 
parents/guardians, staff, and new students, regarding the Wicomico 
County Board of Education Integrated Pest Management Plan. 

A. What is the Integrated Pest Management Plan? 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a plan of controlling pests 
that do not depend on automatic application of pesticides.  
Instead, pests are monitored by regular and careful inspections.  
The inspections also identify conditions contributing to pest 
problems.  It is then decided what actions are necessary, if any, 
based on the biology and habits of the pests involved.  Priority is 
given to non-chemical pest management techniques that can 
prevent a recurrence of the problem.  Pesticides are used, when 
necessary, but only in a way that minimizes potential exposure to 
people and the environment.  Records are kept tracking 
problems, prevent recurrences, and evaluate the results of pest 
management actions. 

B. What are the names of the pesticides and bait stations that 
may be used on school property?  These include but are not 
limited to: 
Fipronil, Boric Acid, Delamethrin, Foramsulfuron, Brodifacoum, 
Chlorfenapyr, Hydroprene, Pyrethrin, Cyfluthrin, Allethrin, 
Permethrin, Methoprene, Indoxacarb, Propoxur, Imidacloprid, 
Amorphous Silica, Isopropylamine Salt, Cyhalothrin, Dithiopyr, 
Trifuralin, Isoxaben, Glyphosate, Imazapyr, and Pendimethalin. 

C. Who is the person that I may call if I have any questions? 
 
     Mr. Dave Fulton, Environmental/Safety Specialist 
     Facility Services Department at WCBOE, 410-677-4593. 
 
Mr. Fulton will have the product labels and Material Safety Data 
Sheets for all pesticides and bait stations that are listed above.  
In addition, they will be available for any newly introduced 
pesticides. This information is available at your school and at the 
Facilities Department of WCBOE, 900 Mt. Hermon Rd., 
Salisbury, MD 21804 You may review this information at any 
time.  Mr. Fulton will be happy to share additional information 
and to listen to any comments and/or questions you may have. 

D. Notifications before pesticide use: 
Additional notifications will be sent to students, 
parents/guardians, and staff members in Elementary schools 
before any application of the pesticides are made in a school 
building or to school grounds.  These written notices will be sent 
home with students and staff at least 24 hours before each 
application and within 24 hours after an emergency pesticide is 
applied.  The concept behind an IPM Plan is to utilize all other 
non-chemical means to eliminate pests before a pesticide is 
used.  It is our intention to continue to adhere to this practice. 

MEMORANDUIM 

DATE: September 2021 

TO:  Parents, Teachers and 

Employees 

FROM:  Westside Primary School 

RE:   Availability of Asbestos 

Management Plan 

In October 1986, the U.S. Congress 

enacted the Asbestos Hazard Emergency 

Response Act (AHERA).  Under this 

law, comprehensive regulations were 

developed to address asbestos problems 

in public and private elementary and 

secondary schools.  These regulations 

require most schools to inspect for friable 

and non-friable asbestos, develop 

asbestos management plans that address 

asbestos hazards in school buildings and 

implement response actions in a timely 

manner. 

These regulations assign schools many 

new responsibilities.  Our program for 

fulfilling these responsibilities is outlined 

in our asbestos management plan.  This 

plan contains information on our 

inspections, reinspection’s, response 

actions and post-response action 

activities, including periodic surveillance 

activities that are planned or are in 

progress. 

You can review this plan during normal 

business hours without cost or restriction. 

If you have any questions about 

reviewing our management plan, please 

contact: 

Blair Todd at (410) 677-4411 

(WCBOE Designated Person for 

AHERA) 

 

 

 


