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Westside’s Pony Pages 
“Mustangs Ride with Pride” 

Mission Statement:  

The mission of Westside Primary School is to foster a caring and safe environment where all children 

have equal opportunities to be challenged with rigorous content and use that knowledge at the 

application level.                                                 “We Can…We Will” 

Mr. Glendon A. Jones, Principal                        Mrs. Tawanda Small, Lead Teacher 

October 2019 
 

 

Westside Primary School 
6046 Quantico Road 

Quantico, Maryland 21856 
410-677-5117 

Upcoming Events 

 

October 

⧫ 1:  Fall Picture Day 

⧫ 2:  Walk Maryland Day 

⧫ 3:  Mid-terms go home 

⧫ 11:  Charleston Wrap 

Fundraiser Begins 

⧫ 14: PTA @ WPS 5:30 p.m. 

⧫ 15: Bookmobile 

⧫ 17: PK Field Trip to 

Oakley’s Pumpkin Patch 

⧫ 17: Lockdown Drill 

⧫ 18:  MSEA Convention 

(SCHOOL CLOSED) 

⧫ 25: PTA Trunk or Treat @ 

WIS 6-8 pm. 

⧫ 28:  Charleston Wrap 

Fundraiser Ends 

⧫ 29: Grade 1 to Planetarium 

(Reed/Weldon) 

⧫ 30: Grade 1 to Planetarium 

(Matthews/Tripp/Wessels) 

 

November 

⧫ 1:  PK, K and 1st Field Trip 

to Parkside 

⧫ 5:  Bookmobile 

⧫ 6:  End of Term 1 

⧫ 7:  Make-Up Picture Day 

⧫ 8: Professional Day 

(SCHOOL CLOSED) 

⧫ 15-22: Scholastic Book Fair  

⧫ 26: Bookmobile 

⧫ 27-29: Thanksgiving Break 

(SCHOOL CLOSED) 

 

It seems like just yesterday; we were just starting the school year.  Here 

we are in the new school year with lots of excitement ahead as we just 

completed Back-to-School Night and Take Your Parent to PE Week.  

Faculty and staff agree that classes began smoothly and our first few 

weeks have been a fine beginning of what should be a productive school 

year.  Our students and parents, as our partners, have been most 

cooperative in helping to make Westside Primary a wonderful school and 

educational place where students can learn and grow.  

Many of you are probably decorating for the fall and getting in the mood for the upcoming holidays.  

Yes, fall and winter are upon us and preparations for the holidays take a lot of our time.  Throughout 

the school year; I am asking you to please try to attend our PTA meetings and activities in support of 

our students.  On Monday, October 14, 2019 at 5:30 – 7:00 P.M. we will hold our first 

PTA/Conference Meeting (Westside Intermediate and Primary) for the Westside Schools at Westside 

Primary School.  The conference is the school’s way of communicating with parents.  For your child 

to achieve maximum success in daily class work, it is important for teachers to communicate with 

parents.  Research has proven that the more parents are involved in and informed about their child’s 

educational process, the higher the level of success the student will achieve in school.   

This school year, administration at Westside Primary is dedicating our efforts in promoting school 

climate for students, faculty and staff.  We will intermittently practice 5 fire drills, 2 lockdown 

security drills, 2 evacuation drills and 2 safe and in place drills. You will receive prior notification 

prior to lockdown, evacuation and safe and in place drills.  Hopefully; you will be able to schedule any 

appointments for your children around the time of the drills, because no one will be allowed to enter 

our building until after the drills are completed.  After each drill, the faculty and staff will evaluate the 

efficiency and safety of techniques used.  Another ongoing effort to improve school climate is our 

School Messenger email and telephone system.  You will receive messages each week stating 

upcoming events and positive happenings that have occurred during the week and any information 

that may be important to you as parents.      

In the area of academics, we are expecting another successful school year. During our weekly 

Professional Learning Community Meetings, the administration and teaching staff will be monitoring 

and evaluating our current data in the areas of our KRA (Kindergarten Readiness Assessment) EM4 

(Everyday Mathematics) and English Language Arts/Literacy.  This data will drive current teaching 

strategies and assessments and help us make instructional decisions.  We are happy to announce 

that kindergarten and grade 1 students will have a new math program called ST Math.  Parents 

received computer login information this week.   This will allow your child to practice and work with 

this program at home.  ST Math is a standards-aligned program that creates opportunities to move 

away from mere digitized math drills and puts students in the mindset to think creatively. Challenging 

games help kids explore non-routine problems and build number sense instead of memorizing 

disconnected facts. 

We are glad to have you as partners in our educational journey this year and we are committed to 

do our best to help your child experience academic, social, and emotional growth to the best of our 

abilities.  With your help and cooperation, this should be an excellent school year. 
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE 

Pre-Kindergarten Team 

By:  Ms. Sterrett and Ms. Salazar 

 

During the month 
of October, we 
will celebrate 
Fire Prevention 

Month and the season of fall.  The “Family 
Fun” project for October is decorating an 
emotion pumpkin for our bulletin 
board.  More information will be sent home 
about this project. 

We will continue to work with our first C4L 
theme “Connecting with Schools and 
Friends”.  During the third week of October 
we will begin Unit 2 “Our Environment”. We 
will travel in our 
community to 
Oakley’s Farm Market 
to visit the pumpkin 
patch and learn about 
life cycles, fall and the life at a farmer’s 
market.  
  
We will be counting 0 to 10 and creating 
sets of objects.   
 
Please read with your child each night and 
fill out the October reading log. When 
reading help your child identify the title, 
author and illustrator of books. Please work 
with your child on behavior expectations.  
 

If you haven’t signed up for 
Ready Rosie and Class 
Dojo but would like to, 
please send us a note and 
we can get you and your 
child signed up.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Team 

By:  Mrs. Rousseau 

This month Kindergarten students will focus 
on letter recognition, beginning 
sounds, rhyming words, and 
sight words. These skills will be 
reinforced in the poems which 
will be taught and included in 
the children's poetry books. 

In Math we will focus on 
numerals 0-10, writing 
numbers 0-10, counting 
sets of objects, subitizing, 

and counting on from a given number. 
Many of the math skills will be taught using 
various manipulatives. 

At this point your child should be able to 
write his/her first name beginning with an 
upper-case letter, followed by lower case 
letters. Also, your child should be able to 
match upper to lower case letters and 
identify many letters. Your child should also 
be practicing writing the numbers to 10. 

Please help us out!  
Please label your child’s 
bookbags, lunchboxes 
and jacket with their 
name. 

Please be sure to accept the 
Ready Rosie invitation so that you 
may view the interactive videos in 
order to help your child at home. 

If you are sending money in for any reason, 
please send it in a sealed envelope with 
your child's name and indicate the purpose 
for the money. 
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE 
First Grade Team 
 

By:  Ms. Matthews 

 

 

Reading and Language 

First grade students will be reading stories 

about the importance of friendship and 

taking care of each other.  For Writer’s 

Workshop we will begin writing small 

moment stories.  

 Math  

We will Begin Unit 2: 

Introducing Addition.  

During this unit we will be:  

• decompose numbers within 10   

• basic number stories   

• writing number models   

 

 

Science  

We will:  

• explore sound  

• changes in Autumn  

 

 

Social Studies  

We will work on:  

• fire safety  

• Value of the month – 

respect  

 

 

Art 

By. Ms. Sultana 

Hello!  
My name is Ms. Razia 
Sultana, and I am so 
excited to be your child’s 
art teacher this year! We 
are going to do so many 
FUN things in the art class and in the 
process, we will learn a lot too. I see 
students once in a week, and we 
usually complete an artwork per class. 
When the students come in class, they 
are using one or of the elements of art 
to complete their artwork. Such as lines, 
colors, shapes, forms, values, textures 
and space. For the first project we 
made Vincent Van Gogh inspired 
sunflowers. Which turned out great!  

If you have any questions you can 
email me at  rsultana@wcboe.org 

 

mailto:rsultana@wcboe.org
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE 

Physical Education 

By: Mrs. Noelte 

Our students have done a wonderful job kicking off the 

school year in PE class, remembering their PE days 

and to wear safe shoes is a big responsibility!  During 

the month of September, we celebrated “Take You 

Parent to PE Week”!  This weeklong event was a huge 

success.  We had approximately 170 visitors join us to 

participate in PE class.  I appreciate the support and 

know that our students loved having their family 

members in class.   

During PE this month we will continue learning about all 

the healthy choices we can 

make both during school and at 

home.  You may find that your 

child starts asking to go for a 

walk with you or tag along to the 

food store to help pick out 

healthy snacks.  Ask your child what fitness 

components they are working on and what happens to 

their heart when they exercise…they are so smart! 

We are continuing to learn how 

to travel safely in our gym 

space using different locomotor 

movements.  Chase, flee and 

dodge games will continue to be 

a favorite as we start to work on 

balancing and jumping/landing. 

October 2 is Walk Maryland Day.  We encourage 

students to wear something to school that represents 

MD.  This could even be Westside spirit wear. 

 

 

 

Nurse’s Nook 

By:  Mrs. Berezowski 

 

A warm HELLO to all of my wonderful Westside 

families and friends! 

I hope that you have all had a great start to 

the new school year and are settling in well. I 

wanted to take a moment to introduce myself to 

all of you as the new school nurse for WPS.  I 

have been a sub nurse in Wicomico county prior to 

my start here and have a background in nursing, 

interpersonal communication and conflict 

resolution.  I am looking forward to a fantastic 

year with all of my new Westside family and am 

excited to get to know everyone.   

I want to extend a HUGE THANK YOU to St. 

Phillips Episcopal Church and their congregation 

for the generous donation of new packages of 

socks/undergarments for our clothing cabinet.  

Your donation is so appreciated! 

This month, we will have the Lion’s Club come to 

help with vision screenings for our students.  

Please also consider getting a flu shot!  

My door is always open, stop by or call and say 

hello! 

Brooke Berezowski, BSN-RN, MACADR 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE 
 

 

 

 

 

The next PTA meeting will be held on 
Monday, October 14, 2019, at 5:30 pm at 
Westside Primary School.  
 
If you would like to become a member of 
Westside Schools PTA, the annual dues are 
$7, and anyone can join at any time. This 
year we are offering a PTA Special! You can 
purchase a PTA membership and a discount 
card for $15! 
 

We have our Trunk or 
Treat Family Fun Night 
coming on October 25, 
2019 from 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm at Westside 

Intermediate School. Please plan to attend 
and/or volunteer to help at the event. We 
need volunteers to decorate their trunk, 
donate cakes, and help at the event. You 
can complete the volunteer form sent home 
with your child or contact the PTA.  
 
PLEASE SEND IN 
CANDY WITH YOUR 
CHILD!  
 
 
Please continue to sell our discount cards 
as this is the PTA's largest fundraiser. 
Discount cards are $10. 
  
Be sure to like our Facebook page 
"Westside Schools PTA" 
 

Box Tops for Education 

Box Tops is changing ot fit 
today’s families.  The new 
and improved Box Tops 
mobile app uses state-of-
the-art technology to scan 

your store receipt, find participating products 
and instantly add Box Tops to your school’s 
earning online. 

Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased 
out of production but may continue to be 
found on many products throughout the 
store.  You can still clip and send them to 
school.   

Eventually the Box Tops program will 
become digital only! Participating brands are 
starting to change their packaging from a 
traditional Box Tops clip to the new Box Top 
label.  

 

_______________________________________ 

SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 

BE LOOKING FOR THE CHARLESTON WRAP FUNDRAISER 
PACKETS COMING HOME ON OCTOBER 11. 

THE TOP SELLER WILL RECEIVE A $100 GIFT CARD AND 30 
SECONDS INSIDE THE MONEY MACHINE. 

THE 2ND AND 3RD SELLERS WILL EACH RECEIVE A $50 GIFT 
CARD. 

ALL STUDENTS THAT SELL 10 ITEMS OR MORE WILL BE 
ENTERED INTO A DRAWING AND ONE STUDENT WILL WIN 30 
SECONDS INSIDE MONEY MACHINE. 

A DONATION OF $50, IN LIEU OF PARTICIPATION, WILL ALLOW 
THE STUDENT TO BE ENTERED INTO THE DRAWING TO WIN 30 
SECONDS INSIDE THE MONEY MACHINE. 
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Counselor’s 

Corner 

By:  Robin Price 

 

Our character value for the month of October is 

respect.  We will identify respect as treating others 

as you would like to be treated and being 

considerate of other people’s feelings.  Respect 

includes self-respect, respect for others, respect 

for authority, and respect for property.  We will be 

role playing, discussing, writing, and drawing 

examples of these types of respect in our class 

lessons. 

Since positive reinforcement is such a positive 

learning tool, it would be helpful to tell your child 

when you see him/her showing self-respect and 

showing respect to property. When children hear 

the words, “I am glad to see you know how to 

respect your brother’s toys”, they get a clear 

picture in their minds of what self-respect for 

property is all about. 

Some books to share with children about 

respect include: 

Amos and Boris by William Steig                              

Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polocca 

Crow Boy by Taro Yashima 

Frog and Toad Together by Arnold Lobel 

Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry 

Hey Little Ant by Phillip and Hannah Hoose 

 

Our guidance lessons in first grade will focus on 

taking responsibility for what you say and do.  We 

will discuss thinking before you act or speak as 

well as making good choices. 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten will learn the first I care rule: We 

listen to each other.  We will practice taking turns 

listening and speaking.    Good listeners learn 

many things about the world around them. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-kindergarten will learn about caring for 

themselves and others around them to be good 
friends.  We will practice taking turns and sharing 
with others. 

Some websites to share about respect 
are:  
 
https://www.physicianscenter.org/parents/parenting-
resources/articles/teaching-children-respect-themselves-and-
others/ 
 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-power-
prime/201001/parenting-respect-starts-home 
 

 

https://www.physicianscenter.org/parents/parenting-resources/articles/teaching-children-respect-themselves-and-others/
https://www.physicianscenter.org/parents/parenting-resources/articles/teaching-children-respect-themselves-and-others/
https://www.physicianscenter.org/parents/parenting-resources/articles/teaching-children-respect-themselves-and-others/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-power-prime/201001/parenting-respect-starts-home
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-power-prime/201001/parenting-respect-starts-home
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=i+care+cat+pictures&id=5B4BC903AB05DC43E1C02EA808E551355B712917&FORM=IQFRBA
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Our value for the month of 

September was courtesy.  

Congratulations to our star students who 

have shown courtesy to others by using 

kind words and displaying good manners! 

Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Ms. Salazar 
Marceline Mitchell 

Amar Purnell 

 
Mrs. Sterrett 

John Deckenback 
Carley Groves 

 
Kindergarten 

 

Mrs. Bails 
Aminah Belizaire 

Vincent Cioffi 
Anna Davis 

 

Mrs. Horsey 
Jimena Colin-Rivera 

Violet Flanders 
Jaxon Stafford 

 

Mrs. Rousseau 
Jaxon Holloway 
Makayla Lewis 
Aryanna Willey 

 

Mrs. Thompson 
Kamarion Dashiell 

Madison Marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Grade 

 

Ms. Matthews 
Avery Johnson 

Lilliana Pierre-Sanabria 

 
Mrs. Reed 

Natalie Causey 
Logan Long 

 

Mrs. Tripp 
Cameron Doukas 

Damari Purnell 

 
Ms. Weldon 

Lily Clapper 
Israyah Walker 

 
Mrs. Wessels 
Erin Dernowski 

Mason Saunders 
Calista Sweeney 
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