
    1 | P a g e  
 

Westside’s Pony Pages 
“Mustangs Ride with Pride” 

Mission Statement:  

The mission of Westside Primary School is to foster a caring and safe environment where all 

children have equal opportunities to be challenged with rigorous content and use that 

knowledge at the application level. 

“We can…We will” 

Mr. Glendon Jones, Principal                                Mrs. Tawanda Small, Lead Teacher 

May/June 2021 
 

 

 

Westside Primary School 
6046 Quantico Road 

Quantico, Maryland 21856 
410-677-5117 

wps.wcboe.org/westsideprimary 

Upcoming Events 

 
May 

⧫ 3-7: Children’s 

Mental Health 

Matters Week 

⧫ 3-7: Teacher and 

Staff 

Appreciation 

Week 

⧫ 12: Progress 

Reports 

Published 

⧫ 31: Memorial 

Day: No School 

 

June 

⧫ 7: Pre-K Virtual 

Awards 

Assembly 

⧫ 8: Kindergarten 

Virtual Awards 

Assembly 

⧫ 10: Grade 1 

Virtual Awards 

Assembly 

Details on Virtual 

Awards Assembly to 

follow. 

⧫ 11: Early 

Dismissal 

⧫ 14-15: Early 

Dismissal 

⧫ 15: Last Day of 

School 

⧫ 18: Report 

Cards Mailed 

 

Principal’s Message 

This is the last newsletter for the 2020-2021 School Year.  It has been a pleasure to work with 

you and your family.  It has truly been a year to remember in terms of hybrid and virtual 

learning, returning to school four days, and parents and guardians as our most valuable players 

in making certain our students were logged-on and ready to learn each day.  A huge thank you 

goes out to Mrs. Small, teachers, content specialist, and counselors who planned many, many 

fun activities to help keep our students actively engaged in physical, social, and emotional 

activities as well as our core curriculum.  Here are just a few of the activities in which our 

students had the opportunities to participate in during the school year:  

• virtual field trips  
• assemblies  
• culminating end of the unit activities  

• virtual field-day 
• celebrating Dr. Seuss’ Birthday 
• Raising A Reader 
• Bedtime in A Box  
• Every Kid Healthy and Story Activities 

• Character Education Dance and Play & Christmas Activity  
• Kids Heart Challenge – Students raised over $500o Dollars and participated in a virtual 

30-minute workout.  
• World Kindness Week Google Docs Slide to promote kindness, and 
• Winter-Break Workout Exercise Challenge. 

The list above contains a small snippet of the fun types of activities created by our educational 

staff to keep our students engaged in fun and meaningful ways while learning.  During the 

summer vacation, children become involved in a variety of enjoyable activities that are 

worthwhile and enriching.  These same activities can be used to reinforce the basic skills that 

children have learned during the school year and ones that will need to be utilized when school 

resumes.     We are all worried about the educational gap students may feel due to them not 

attending school in a normal fashion as in the past. I do believe students can close any 

educational gap by reading daily and practicing basic math facts.  

I wish our families and community members a healthy and fun summer vacation and look 

forward in working with you throughout the remainder of this year and during the next school 

year as well.     
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE 

Pre-Kindergarten 
In May, pre-k will be completing Unit 5 in the Connect4Learning® 

classroom program. We have been learning about gardens and the 

living things that you find there. In this unit, we will explore the 

following topics and skills: 

❖ Science: 

✓ Growth of things over time 

✓ What plants and animals need to grow 

✓ How people grow food 

✓ Documenting observations in a journal 

 

❖ Math: 

✓ 2-D and 3-D shapes 

✓ More advanced counting strategies 

✓ Early addition and subtraction concepts 

 

❖ Literacy: 

✓ Learning from and creating informational text 

✓ Using text to learn a sequence of events 

✓ Supporting opinions 

✓ Learning more letters and sounds and how to 

blend sounds to make word 

 

❖ Social and Emotional Skills: 

✓ Understanding social problems 

✓ Creating new solutions 

✓ Thinking of ways to cooperate 

 

What you can do at this time: 

➢ Log into Classroom Dojo daily for updates from 

teachers. 

➢ Log into Google Classroom daily to complete 

asynchronous work. 

➢ Log into Clever to access DreamBox (online math 

games); complete 3 lessons per week 

➢ Review the alphabet chart daily to ensure your child 

is getting familiar with all 52 upper-case and lower-

case letters. 

➢ Explore growing things at home and in your 

community. 

➢ Keep counting small groups of objects. 

➢ Create patterns with art supplies. 

➢ Observe people’s different emotions about the same 

event.  

 

Upcoming Events: 

➢ Parent-Teacher Conferences 

➢ Unit 5 Culminating Event 

➢ Music Therapy Sessions (during school hours) 

End of the Year (EOY) Family Fun Event 

 

Kindergarten 
 

This month Kindergarten students will continue to 

listen to texts read to them and participating in 

follow-up discussions. We will encourage them to 

include important details and facts. 

Again, we will emphasize 

sounding out CVC words, 

(consonant, vowel, 

consonant). We have 

explored many short vowel 

words. Students should be 

able to read most cvc words. 

It is great to see students writing sentences 

independently. We will continue to provide many 

opportunities for them to practice this skill. As we 

have said before, “Kid” writing is acceptable. 

Our Earth Day 

activities have 

extended into further 

study of plants and 

animals. We plan to 

study oceans and ocean animals. 

For Social Studies we will learn about Memorial 

Day and US symbols. 

In Math we will review many of the skills/concepts 

presented throughout the year, such as 2D/3D 

shapes, counting on from a given number, 

counting by ones, fives, tens; addition/ 

subtraction and fact fluency. 

Please make it a priority to work with your child 

on the asynchronous activities in Google 

Classroom. We sincerely appreciate your 

continued support. 
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE - Continued 
Grade 1 

 
As the last full month of this pandemic school year 
begins, we are thrilled to have so many students back 
in the classroom and we look forward to a more 
normal year next year. In the meantime, both roomies 
and zoomies will continue to squeeze in as much 
academic activity as possible before we say our 
summer farewells.  
  
Students will finish the year with two reading focuses- 
fantasy and community. At the beginning of the 
month, students will identify the difference between 
realistic fiction and fantasy as they compare and 
contrast stories. As the month closes, the students 
will be finding the messages in fiction and nonfiction 
stories about living and working together- a very 
timely message! Writing will be in response to the 
texts. 
  
Last month the phonic study was on short vowel 
sounds so May will be about the long vowel sounds. 
Students should have mastery of vowel sounds as 
they head to second grade where they will continue to 
learn vowel teams. 
   
During math students will explore the relationship 
between addition and subtraction, compare different 
subtraction strategies, and continue to work on fact 
fluency. They will also explore the defining and non-
defining attributes of 2- dimensional shapes and 
continue their work on telling time to the nearest hour 
using analog and digital clocks. This is the time to 
bring out those math flashcards!! Students should 
now work towards being fluent on addition facts to ten 
and then work on subtraction facts. Flash cards are 
available at the Dollar Store or just make your own 
with index cards. A fun challenge is to play Beat the 
Calculator by having your student try to answer a 
math fact faster than you can do it on the calculator. 
   
Finally, students will be doing iReady and MAPP 
testing. If your child has continued to do distance 
learning it is crucial that your child do the 
assessments independently so that the programs 
adjust to their own learning pathways and we get a 
realistic assessment at strengths and weaknesses.   

 

Music 
Mr. Oltmann 

 
 

It has been a pleasure having the children back in 

my Music portable this term. We have started off 

Term 4 with learning about High 

and Low sounds for Pre-K and 

K and learning about the four 

ways we use our voices 

(Whisper, Talk and Shout and 

Sing) in 1st Grade. 

  

Upcoming lessons/units: 

 

Pre-Kindergarten – The theme 

will focus on Places Around Us, 

and Things Loud and Soft.  

 

Kindergarten – The units will 

focus on Musical Patterns Up 

and Down, and Beats in Groups 

of 2 and 3.  

 

1st Grade – The units will 

focus on Lines and Spaces, 

as well Melodic Direction and 

Patterns. 

 

 

Looking forward to and exciting 4th Term! 
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Physical Education 

 
During the month of April, we had a blast celebrating the start of 

SPRING and Every Kid Healthy Week!  Ask your child what 

exercises they can do that start with each letter in 

SPRING!  During our spirit week for Every Kid Healthy we were 

mindful, learned about fruits and vegetables, wellness, being 

thoughtful and even dressed in our favorite workout clothes for 

Fitness Friday! On Wellness Wednesday we enjoyed a Snack-n-

Story Zoom.  Mrs. Williams shared “The Panda Problem” and we 

pretended celery was bamboo for our healthy snack.  IT WAS A 

BLAST! 

The first week in May is National Physical Education and Sport 

Week!  We will celebrate during PE.   

***Physical Education Virtual Reminders***: 

Please have your child wear sneakers and clothes they can safely 

move in during their PE time. 

We always start class by checking our space for obstacles that may be 

in our way.   Please help assure that your child has an adequate 

amount of space to move.  

***Physical Education IN PERSON Reminders***: 

Students who are attending school on their assigned physical education 

day should come to school dressed appropriately for physical 

activity.  Students come to the gym for PE class to participate in safe, 

socially distanced activities along with their virtual classmates.  It is 

expected that students wear athletic shoes for class.  Safety continues 

to be of utmost priority.  If a student does not have gym appropriate 

footwear for class, they will be given an alternate activity to complete.   

We will be having class outside as weather permits.  Please have 

students dress prepared for warm and sunny days! 

ALL STUDENTS: 

We will continue to improve our own healthy fitness zone while learning 

about other healthy choices.  Nutrition and MyPlate have been 

introduced and will continue to be taught.   

Skill work will begin to be incorporated into lessons.  I will send a dojo 

message if your child needs anything for PE class.  Items may include a 

tissue, a towel, a rolled pair of socks, or a small stuffed animal.  All 

items will be things you can find around the house.  If you do not have 

the exact item, something similar will also work.   

The PE Google Classroom will continue to be updated with movement 

opportunities.  These opportunities are optional and just a way to add 

more physical activity to your day.  They will be listed as 

materials.  Assignments are activities that need to be completed and 

turned in by a certain date.  A Dojo reminder will be posted when 

assignments are added to the Google Classroom. 

Please email or send a dojo message to Mrs. Noelte with any Physical 

Education questions or concerns. 

Hello Wonderful Westside Families! 

It’s hard to believe we are almost to the 

finish line! Thank you all for your flexibility, 

care for your student(s) and diligence for 

health during this unprecedented school year. 

I appreciate all your help as we continue to 

navigate together. As we begin to close out, I 

want to remind families of a few housekeeping 

items. 

-I will be contacting families for any 

medications/supplies to be picked up close to 

the end of the school year. 

-Please continue to have students come to 

school prepared with an extra mask, water 

bottle and a change of weather appropriate 

clothing. 

-Please remember not to send your student to 

school if they are experiencing any of the 

symptoms outlined on the COVID parent 

agreement. 

-Remind your student(s) how wonderful I 

think they are =) 

As always, I’m here for you and our fantastic 

students. 

Have a safe, happy and healthy summer! 

Best, 

Brooke Berezowski, BSN-RN, MACADR 
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Guidance News 

By: Ms. Price 
 

 
Our character value for the month of 
May will be perseverance. During the 
month of June, we will be learning 
about the character value of courage.  
 
Perseverance is trying your very best at 
something and never giving up even 

when things are hard.  We will discuss ways to show 
perseverance in class. 
 
  Some ideas we will share are: 
 

1. When you are near the end of the race and 
struggling to finish, find a burst of energy to cross 
the finish line. 

2.  Try a new sport or skill that is difficult and do not 
quit. 

3.  Learn to ride your bike or how to play a new game. 

4.  Spend time learning to play an instrument. 

5.  Pay attention in class and complete your work. 
 
 
Courage is overcoming fear to be able to take part in new 
activities or to try something that may seem hard. 
 
 

Some books to read about perseverance and 
courage include: 
Belinda the Ballerina by Amy Young 
Ella Takes the Cake by Carmela D’Amico 
The Hare and the Tortoise by Caroline Castle 
Little One Step by Simon James 
The Little Red Hen by Margot Zemach 
The Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper 
 
A website you may find helpful to teach your child 
about perseverance is 
http://www.momentsaday.com/5-activities-to-help-
your-kids-learn-perseverance/.  
 
A website you may find helpful to teach your child 
about courage is: 
https://pbskids.org/arthur/health/resilience/courage-
cards.html 

 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Hammond 
Jamir Lankford 

 
Ms. Salazar 

Madison Flynn 
 

Mrs. Bails 
Carter Gosseline 

Erika Jung 
 

Mrs. Horsey 
Noah Hearn 

Andrea Palma 
 

Mrs. Rousseau 
Camden Moore 

Maggie Musengwa 
 

Mrs. Thompson 
Preston Seabrease 

Elianna Testly 
 

Ms. Matthews 
Colton Hill 

 
Mrs. Reed 

Reese Cline 
Jaxon Holloway 

 
Mrs. Tripp 

Yarrel Correa 
Erika Grant 

 
Ms. Weldon 

Elli Harris 
Devesh Khan 

 
Mrs. Wessels 
River Calder 

Jozee Patterson 
Peyton Tilghman 

http://www.momentsaday.com/5-activities-to-help-your-kids-learn-perseverance/
http://www.momentsaday.com/5-activities-to-help-your-kids-learn-perseverance/
https://pbskids.org/arthur/health/resilience/courage-cards.html
https://pbskids.org/arthur/health/resilience/courage-cards.html
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Mrs. Hammond 
Kyra Tensley 

 
Ms. Salazar 

Gabriel Bezjak 
 

Mrs. Bails 
Makenzie Brown 

Jean Carlos Perdomo Portela 
 

Mrs. Horsey 
Lacey Adkins 

 
Mrs. Rousseau 
Logahn Gross 

 
Mrs. Thompson 
Melody Linfante 

Amar Purnell 
 

Ms. Matthews 
Aaliyah Joynes 

 
Mrs. Reed 

Braxton Dorr 
Yael Lopez-Mejia 

 
Mrs. Tripp 

Claire Dernowski 
Wyatt Greenlee 

 
Ms. Weldon 

Parker Dulany 
Weston Dulany 

 
Mrs. Wessels 

Annabelle Evans 
Kendra Huber 

 

 

 

 

 
Mrs. Hammond 

Athena Pierre-Sanabria 
 

Ms. Salazar 
Amelia Rumbley 

 
Mrs. Bails 

Chance Biehl 
Adrianna Goslee 

 
Mrs. Horsey 
Jack Sandlin 

 
Mrs. Rousseau 

John Deckenback 
 

Mrs. Thompson 
Madison Suchanoff 
Myrikel Washington 

 
Ms. Matthews 

Miamee Boswell 
Martrell Jackson 

 
Mrs. Reed 

Stiles Gaskins 
Joseph Thomas 

 
Mrs. Tripp 

Adyn Johnson 
Vada Sabo 

 
Ms. Weldon 

Briella Wagner 
 

Mrs. Wessels 
Loraine Hade 
Jodecii Purnell 
Wyatt Wright 

 

 


