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Westside’s Pony Pages 
“Mustangs Ride with Pride” 

Mission Statement:  

The mission of Westside Primary School is to foster a caring and safe environment where all 

children have equal opportunities to be challenged with rigorous content and use that 

knowledge at the application level. 

“We Can…We Will” 

Mr. Glendon Jones, Principal                              Mrs. Tawanda Small, Lead Teacher 

January 2021 

 

 

 

Westside Primary School 
6046 Quantico Road 

Quantico, Maryland 21856 
410-677-5117 

 

Upcoming 

Events 

 

January 

 

⧫ 4: Virtual 

Learning 

resumes 

⧫ 19: Hybrid 

Learning to 

return 

⧫ 18: Dr. 

Martin 

Luther 

King Day 

School 

Closed 

⧫ 29:  End of 
Term 2 
 

February 

 

⧫ 1: 

Profession

al Day 

School 

Closed  

⧫ 4: Report 

Cards 

published 

⧫ 15: 

Presidents’ 

Day 

School 

Closed 

Message from Mr. Jones 
Westside families, it seems just a few months ago, it was summer vacation, and we were excited to start our new 

school year. We are now embarking upon a new year which marks the beginning of excitement to try new things 

and leaving the old behind to forge forward in our endeavors.  I am wishing each of our families a season of 

gladness, a season of cheer, and to top it all off—a wonderful year.  Please enjoy your holidays with family and 

friends because they will go by all too quickly, and we will be back with more virtual and hybrid learning and 

ongoing concerns regarding where our nation is going in terms of Covid-19.  I have learned over the years; the 

best relaxation techniques are those spent with family and friends sharing laughter, games and most of all; some 

self-time to refocus your goals and objectives for the upcoming 2021 year.   

As we know currently, the plan is to have prekindergarten through grade eight teachers return to their classrooms 

January 11, 2021, in preparation for the return of prekindergarten through grade eight students for hybrid 

in-person learning the week of January 19, 2021.  An announcement will be made around January 4th on 

whether Wicomico County’s Covid-19 health metrics will allow the school system to continue with these plans. 

As we move forward in the hybrid or virtual models of learning, parents of students who may need additional 

supplies are asked to please contact the school.  We have some supplies that we will be able to help our families 

with should you need them. I am reaching out to all parents at this time asking that you please remember that 

we will continue with our bell schedule of 8:45 – 9:15 for all students to be logged on to their computers and 

ready to begin their school day.  It is imperative by the State of Maryland that students attend school on a regular 

basis.  Since students are required to attend school regularly, Wicomico County Public Schools’ Attendance and 

Grading Policies are in effect. Westside Primary’s attendance monitors, teachers and administrative team 

have been working diligently in making contacts with parents regarding attendance as this is our biggest 

issue currently. Students may fail the marking term as a result of five days of unexcused/unlawful 

absences.  Therefore, we are asking the parents of students who may be absence to please email your 

child’s teacher and Mrs. Lauer stating the reason for the absence.  This practice needs to be done the 

next day your child is in attendance. If you child has missed 3 or 5 days, you have received letters stating 

our ongoing concern regarding your child’s attendance.  Students who have missed 5 or more days will 

be placed on an Attendance Intervention Plan. The requirements of this plan must be completed prior to 

the end of the grading term for the student to pass the grading period. Teachers are required to notate on 

the second term report card when a student is failing and may not be promoted to the next grade level.  A 

conference will be established to discuss the ongoing concerns. Should you have any questions regarding our 

attendance or grading policies, please feel free to contact me.   

We are also asking parents to support their children while learning virtually.  The best support is to have your 

child logged on to the computer at the start of the school day and to assure they remain on with their teachers 

until they are dismissed by them.  Please make certain your child is completing all required assignments and 

participating in class discussion via Zoom with their teachers. We are also asking that parents not give students 

the answers but assist them with coming up with the correct answers.  These strategies will assure educational 

growth for students as this is the model we used when students attended school prior to the pandemic. Thank 

you for your ongoing support and we look forward in working with your during the 2021 school year. 
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE 
Pre-Kindergarten 

By:  Ms. Salazar and Mrs. Hammond 

 
We are continuing Unit 3 of the Connect4Learning® program. This 
unit focuses on how tools and structures work, and how to make or 
do things. We will explore the following topics and skills:  
   
We will continue to learn about the following topics and skills: 
  

❖ Science: 

• Exploring forms and functions of objects through 
experiments, games, and activities 

• Observing shapes and uses of objects and how 
they move  
 

❖ Math: 

• Increasing counting skills and learning the plus-
one pattern 

• Quickly recognizing a small quantity without 
having to count 

• Duplicating and extending patterns 

• Adding to and subtracting from patterns 

• Learning how 2-D shapes become 3-D shapes 
and comparing their features 
 

❖ Literacy: 

• Reading and writing how-to texts, which explain 
how to make or do something 

• Exploring sequences of events to explain a 
process 

• Learning more letters, rhyming words, and 
beginning sounds in words 

• Making informed guesses based on what 
children already know 
 

❖ Social and Emotional Skills: 

• Recognizing feelings and their causes in 
themselves and others 

• Talking about anger and learning good ways to 
calm down when angry 

 
 
 What you can do: 

✓ Log into Classroom Dojo daily for updates from teachers. 

✓ Log into Google Classroom daily to complete 

asynchronous work. 

✓ Observe how things move, and notice tools around you. 

✓ Use words such as slide, roll, function, structure, design, 

materials, straight, and curved. 

✓ Help your child recognize quantities in small sets of 
objects without having to count them. 

✓ Point out feelings and ways to calm down with strong 
emotions. 

✓ Log in to the online portal to play math games - 
https://platform.connect4learning.com/user  

 
Upcoming Events for Pre-K: 

➢ January 11th – Virtual Field Trip to the National Aquarium 
➢ January 14th – Virtual Field Trip to the Baltimore Zoo 
➢ January 19th – Virtual Assembly with the Science Guys 

 

Kindergarten 
 

In January Kindergarten will continue to discuss fiction and 

nonfiction texts. The children will learn to explain the 

difference. 

We will continue to do 

Guided Reading, which gives 

students opportunities to read 

books on their own level. We 

will also expand our work 

with various word families and practice sounding out 3 letter 

words. We will add to the sight word list we have already 

taught. 

In Writer’s Workshop we will think about beginning, middle, 

and end of stories we are writing; and label pictures with 

appropriate letters and/or words. Writing sentences will also 

be emphasized. 

In Math we will continue composing 

and decomposing numbers 1-20. 

Composing is combining two sets to 

make a larger set and decomposing 

is breaking a set into two or more 

smaller groups.  

We will continue to practice counting by ones and tens to 

100. Using manipulatives to solve addition and subtraction 

story problems will also be emphasized. 

In Social Studies we will learn about people and animals in 

winter. 

Each Kindergarten class will take 2 virtual 

field trips this month, one to the National 

Aquarium, and the other to the Maryland Zoo. 

Your child’s teacher will send out information 

about those experiences after the holidays. 

Please remember to have your child complete the required 

amount of time for DreamBox and STMath. Also, the 

materials in the practice bag will be helpful. 

DoJo messages are sent out frequently. Please make sure 

you stay up to date by checking those on a regular basis. 

Again, we appreciate your support and cooperation as we 

continue this virtual platform of education. 

https://platform.connect4learning.com/user
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE - Continued 

Grade 1 
 

December took on its new virtual look in first grade with wrapping 
paper, Christmas lights, naughty elves, and holiday accessories 
filling Zoom frames. Just like past December school days, 
distance learning days also brimmed with the excitement of the 
season. Singing and dancing and moving to holiday music helped 
to channel the energy while teachers wove learning opportunities 
into each busy morning.   
  
Unit 3 math finished up just in time for 
students to get to enjoy lots of holiday 
story problems before winter break. When 
students return in January, they will be 
introduced to length measuring. This is a 
great opportunity to jumpstart the concept at 
home! Gather those gift boxes and compare 
the sides. Which side is longest? Shortest? 
Which box is longer? Can you find a box with a side that is the 
same length? Get out that ribbon and measure off pieces for your 
child to compare with objects around the house. Find items that 
are longer, shorter, and the same size. Be creative and talk about 
measurement this holiday!  
  
The month ended with our text study focusing on folktales and will 
continue when we start the new year. Students have been 
identifying folktale elements- been around for a long time, good 
and bad characters, and a lesson in the end. As you read stories 
together over the holiday, make sure to include some of your 
favorite folktales as a child. Epic would be a great place to find 
some of the stories that you can all sit down as a family and 
enjoy.   
  
“How-to” writing wrapped up this month as students identified 
things they could teach, who they could teach it to and how to say 
it across their fingers so they could write it in steps. Again, this 
time of year is ripe with opportunities to share with your child how 
important it is to be able to write and follow directions. Find some 
kid friendly recipes on Pinterest and make some holiday cookies 
together! Mix up some of that delicious snack mix, following 
directions. Point out the numbered steps and transitions words as 
you work together.   
  
Finally, for this quarter, students have been learning about many 
holidays, their traditions, and their customs for social studies. 
Such a perfect time for everyone to learn more about our diverse, 
rich world by sharing traditions with others! Maybe Zoom your 
favorite family customs with a family who practices something 
very different. Or compare how differently you may celebrate the 
holidays than people in the past. So many opportunities abound 
for understanding and tolerance when we learn about one 
another.  
  
While this Christmas, like the entire school year, may not look like 
anything we have had in the past, it does make us reflect on the 
most important things in life. Having more close family time may 
seem exhausting, it can also be a gift. No better time for baking 
those cookies, reading those books, Zooming with friends than  
this. This Covid year will be behind us, so find the strange 
blessings before it is gone.   

Physical Education 
By:  Mrs. Noelte 

 
Physical Education Virtual Reminders: 

Please have your child wear sneakers and clothes they 

can safely move in during their PE time. 

We always start class by checking our space for 

obstacles that may be in our way.   Please help assure 

that your child has an adequate amount of space to 

move.  

We have spent 2020 learning about fitness and healthy 

choices.  When we return in 2021, we will continue to 

improve our own healthy fitness zone while learning 

about other healthy choices.  Skill work will begin to be 

incorporated into lessons.  I will send a dojo message if 

your child needs anything for PE class.  Items may 

include a tissue, a towel, a rolled pair of socks, or a 

small stuffed animal.  All items will be things you can find 

around the house.  If you do not have the exact item, 

something similar will also work.   

The PE Google Classroom will continue to be updated 

with movement opportunities.  Some of these 

opportunities are optional and just a way to add more 

physical activity to your day.  They will be listed as 

materials.  Assignments are activities that need to be 

completed and turned in by a certain date.  A Dojo 

reminder will be posted when assignments are added to 

the Google Classroom. 

Please email or send a dojo message to Mrs. Noelte 

with any Physical Education questions or concerns. 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE 
January Health News 

Happy New Year Wonderful Westside Families! 

 

A new year is upon us I’m excited for 2021 to 

start!  When considering your New Year’s 

resolutions, please include the kids! Here are a 

few kid/family centered resolutions that will 

help continue to create a healthy you, healthy 

family and healthy household for 2021. 

1. Put phones down during family time! 

2. Brainstorm as a group and enjoy a 

family centered activity every day. 

3. Plan to eat more meals together. 

4. Get active and outdoors! 

5. Find a common interest and volunteer 

together. 

As we move into this new year, I will continue 

to perform record checks and contact families 

that are missing information for our 

permanent files.  I will also resume 

vision/hearing screenings when we are able to 

return to the school buildings. 

Happy 2021! 

Brooke Berezowski, BSN-RN, MACADR 

 

 

 

 

Guidance News 
By:  Ms. Price  

 
The character value for the month of January is 

Tolerance.  Tolerance is respecting others 

even when they differ from us in some way.  

Some examples of showing tolerance are 

waiting in long lines, playing games or reading 

with younger brothers or sisters who take 

longer than we may like, and sharing different 

opinions or beliefs. 

• Pre-Kindergarten students will identify 

how objects and people are alike and 

how they are different. 

• Kindergarten students will discuss what 
it might be like to be the new person in 
a group. 

• Choose the correct words for an 
apology. 

• Learn a lesson about how unkind 
words can hurt others. 

• First grade students will share actions 
you can take to help everyone feel like 
they belong. We will talk about how to 
include others in activities. 
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Guidance News - Continued 
 

 

Some books that we can share with children 

about tolerance include: 

The Sneetches and Other Stories by Dr. 

Seuss 

Different Just Like Me by Lori Mitchell 

Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Lionni 

The Cow That Went Oink by Bernard Most 

Whoever You Are by Mem Fox 

 

During the month of January first graders and 

kindergarten students will practice using I-Care 

statements in place of mean words or angry 

actions.  They will also work to develop their 

understanding of both their own feelings and 

the feelings of others.  I-messages help us 

communicate our feelings about our needs and 

wants while at the same time being respectful 

and mindful of others’ feelings, needs, and 

wants.  It's a great tool for moving beyond 

emotions surrounding a conflict and getting to 

the heart of the conflict itself. 

 An example of an I message is: “I feel sad 

when you leave me out because I want to play 

in the game too.” 

We will also focus on how to handle our 

feelings in appropriate ways so that we don’t 

hurt others’ feelings or bodies.  We will practice 

talking about how we feel with each other to 

work our problems peacefully. 

 

Star Performers 

Congratulations to the 
Westside Primary Students of 

the month of December who have shown 
responsible citizenship! 

 
Mrs. Hammond 
Sierra Gaskins 

Sydney Gaskins 
Amalia Palma 

 
Ms. Salazar 
Kent Hade 

Alex Munoz-Cortes 
 

Mrs. Bails 
Makenzie Brown 
Jy’Mere Collins 

 
Mrs. Horsey 

Emily Townsend 
Eliza Walling 

 
Mrs. Rousseau 

John Deckenback 
Liliana Layfield 

 
Mrs. Thompson 
Rhylen Prettyman 
Jesus Soto-Rubio 

 
Ms. Matthews 
MaKayla Kurtz 

Leonel Torres-Hernandez 
 

Mrs. Reed 
Mason Jones 
Jenna Mitchell 

 
Mrs. Tripp 
Fisher Earp 
Aris Parker 

 
Ms. Weldon 

Thorsten Jones 
Marshall Malone 

 
Mrs. Wessels 

Keidrick Jackson 
Noah Rathel 

 


