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Westside’s Pony Pages 
“Mustangs Ride with Pride” 

Mission Statement:  

The mission of Westside Primary School is to foster a caring and safe environment where all 

children have equal opportunities to be challenged with rigorous content and use that 

knowledge at the application level. 

“We Can…We Will” 

Mr. Glendon Jones, Principal                              Mrs. Tawanda Small, Lead Teacher 

January 2020 

 

 

 

Westside Primary School 
6046 Quantico Road 

Quantico, Maryland 21856 
410-677-5117 

 

Upcoming 

Events 
 

January 
2: Schools reopen 

⧫ 13: PTA @ WIS 

5:30 p.m. 

⧫ 14: Winter Concert-

Grade 1 

⧫ 20: Dr. Martin 

Luther King Day 

School Closed 

⧫ 21:  Bookmobile 

⧫ 24:  End of Term 2 

⧫ 24:  PK Field Trip 

to Baltimore 

Aquarium 

⧫ 27:  Professional 
Day – School 
Closed for 
Students 

⧫ 30:  Report Cards 
Distributed 
 

February 

 
⧫ 11: Bookmobile 

⧫ 17: Presidents’ Day 

School Closed 

⧫ 26:  Bookmobile 

Message from Mr. Jones 
 Thought: There is no such thing in anyone’s life as an unimportant day.  

Alexander Woollcott 

I welcome you to another start of what we hope will be a beautiful and rewarding second 

half of the school year for you and your family.  It seems like yesterday; we were just 

starting the school year and now it’s almost half over.  We have to continually ask 

ourselves: Where does time go?   We are excited to be back and to hear the laughter and 

joy of our faculty and staff, students, parents, and guardians.  This excitement, caring and 

concerns for one another is what makes our year go by so smoothly and quickly.  I would 

be remiss if I didn’t share Westside Primary’s thankfulness for the ongoing support of our 

wonderful faculty, staff, parents, community and business partnerships.  Together; we are 

making a difference in the lives of all young children.  

In our efforts to do the utmost for all children, once again I ask for your cooperation and 

assistance in the matter of helping our children learn and put forth their best efforts in 

school.  I know your child will return to school with the natural desire to learn, plenty of 

energy and a bit of anxiety brought on by the change in routine during the holidays.  You’ve 

probably been preparing your child for the second half of the school year by answering 

questions and talking about school.  I would like to share with you several tried-and-true 

tips for making the remainder of the school year a successful one. 

• Talk positively about school.  The way your child perceives your feelings about 

his/her school and his/her teacher will have a direct effect on how he/she feels 

about them.  

• Encourage your child to ask questions about school.  Informed children are 

confident children. 

• Practice the morning routine of getting up, encouraging your child to eat 

breakfast in order to prepare for a smooth start to the school day, and getting to 

school on time.  Allow enough time to prevent putting the family through a harried 

morning rush. 

• Reserve a little time each day to talk about your child’s school day.  Look over 

anything your child brings home from school. Discuss any papers and offer 

encouragement and praise. 

We are delighted to have you and your child at Westside Primary School.  I look forward 

in continuing to work with you during the remainder of the school year. 
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE 
Pre-Kindergarten 

By:  Ms. Salazar and Ms. Sterrett 

 
We are starting Unit 3 of the Connect4Learning® program. This unit 

focuses on how tools and structures work, and how to make or do 

things! 

From the beginning of December to the end of January, we will explore 

the following topics and skills:  

❖ Science: 

• Exploring forms and functions of objects through 

experiments, games, and activities 

• Observing shapes and uses of objects and how 

they move  

❖  Math: 

• Increasing counting skills and learning the plus-one 

pattern 

• Quickly recognizing a small quantity without having 

to count 

• Duplicating and extending patterns 

• Adding to and subtracting from patterns 

• Learning how 2-D shapes become 3-D shapes and 

comparing their features 

❖ Literacy: 

• Reading and writing how-to texts, which explain 

how to make or do something 

• Exploring sequences of events to explain a process 

• Learning more letters, rhyming words, and 

beginning sounds in words 

• Making informed guesses based on what children 

already know 

❖ Social and Emotional Skills: 

• Recognizing feelings and their causes in 

themselves and others 

• Talking about anger and learning good ways to 

calm down when angry  

What you can do: 

➢ Observe how things move, and notice tools around you. 

➢ Use words such as slide, roll, function, structure, design, 

materials, straight, and curved. 

➢ Help your child recognize quantities in small sets of 

objects without having to count them. 

➢ Point out feelings and ways to calm down with strong 

emotions. 

➢ Use the flashcards that are sent home daily to practice 

letters, numbers, and shapes.  

 

Looking ahead:  

We will be having a field trip on January 

24th to the National Aquarium.  All 

students must have a guardian join us 

for this trip.  We will send home more information about this when it 

gets closer. At the end of this unit, we will be inviting families to come 

see our creations from unit 3. 

Kindergarten 
By:  Mrs. Horsey 

 

In January Kindergarten 

students will discuss fiction 

and nonfiction texts.  They will 

learn to explain the difference. 

All Kindergarten students will take the BAS test 

sometime during one of the following weeks, Jan. 6-

10 or Jan. 13-17.  It would be helpful if you would 

review sight words and have your child read over the 

Christmas break.  

We will continue to work on word families and 

sounding out 3 letter words, 

as well as, sight words.  In 

writer's workshop we will 

continue to think about the 

beginning, middle, and end 

of stories we are writing, 

label pictures which help to tell the stories, and to 

write sentences.  

In math, we will learn to compose and decompose 

numbers 1-20.  Composing is combining two sets to 

make a larger set and decomposing is breaking a set 

into two or more smaller groups.  We will continue to 

count by tens and ones to 100. 

Colder weather is here.  Please 

remember to have your child 

wear appropriate outer 

wear.  We go outside for recess 

as long as the feels like 

temperature is above 32 

degrees F. Please make sure your child is able to 

button or zip his/her own jacket. 

Also, please remember to use the EM4 math games, 

ST math, and the practice bag materials.  We DO 

appreciate your support. 
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE - Continued 

Grade 1 
By:  Ms. Matthews 

 

 

Reading and 

Language 

Our teacher read 

alouds for this month 

will focus on comparing 

fiction and nonfiction texts. For Writer’s Workshop 

we will begin working on writing informational 

pieces of writing.   

Math  

We will work on Unit 4: Introducing Length and 

addition facts. We will:   

• Measure with 

nonstandard units  

• Represent data with 

a bar graph   

• Add three numbers   

• Find 10 more and 10 

less 

   

Science  

We will work on:  

• animal habitats and 

hibernation  

• observing weather  

Social Studies  

 
We will work on:  

• Martin Luther King Jr.  

• New Year’s 

Resolutions  

 

 

 

Art 
By:  Ms. Sultana 

 
 

 
 

Westside Primary students are making artwork that 

uses various elements of arts. Such as line, color, 

shape, space, form, value, and texture. 

 

 Pre-K and Kindergarteners are 

enhancing their fine motor skills by 

practicing cutting with scissors for 

various projects. 

 

 First grade is using shapes, lines, and pastels to 

create a cityscape.  
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE - Continued 

Music 
By:  Mr. Oltmann 

 

Our Pre-K Has been learning the way three different holidays are celebrated in 

December (Christmas, Hanukah, and Kwanzaa), as well as some music that 

goes along with each.  

Kindergarten classes are continuing their instrument search on a Musical 

Safari, incorporating music from The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra. They have been gaining 

knowledge of the four main instrument families – Woodwind, String, Brass, and Percussion. Not only are 

they learning them by name, appearance, of family grouping, but also leaning how some of them are to 

be played. 

 Our 1st Grade classes are still working on their January Winter Concert 

performance of ‘FLAKES’. Get ready to shiver, shimmy and shake! The North 

wind is starting to blow, and temperatures are dropping to ten below - zero, that is! 

A big blizzard is on the way as a cool bunch of jazzy, finger-snappin' snowflakes 

take center stage. What a glistening sight. UH OH! Here comes the snowplow! 

Join the fun as the Flakes and Snirts help the Littlest Snowflake see how no two 

flakes are alike and we are all special in our own way! 

 

The performance date is going to be Tuesday, January 14, at 6:00 PM – you won’t want to miss this!! 

NEWSFLASH!! 

Below you will find two links to get to the website I created for our Winter Musical, 'FLAKES!'  

The first link takes you to the home page, from which you can access the song pages (on mobile device, 

click menu at top right). 

 

https://poltmann.wixsite.com/mysite 

 

The second link takes you directly to the song pages. Clicking the song title opens up a page with the 

lyrics and the music! 

 

https://poltmann.wixsite.com/mysite/winter-program-music-and-lyrics 

 

The children have enjoyed learning these songs thus far, and this will give you a preview, as well. 😀 

 

 

https://poltmann.wixsite.com/mysite
https://poltmann.wixsite.com/mysite/winter-program-music-and-lyrics
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Your child 
is a 

participant in The 
AHA has five priority messages 
for your at 

Dear Family, 
Jump rope, play tag, ride a bike, or just run—how 
important is it for your child to get up and get moving                                                           
For starters, physical activity helps control weight, 
reduces blood pressure, raises “good” cholesterol, and 
reduces the risk of diabetes and some kinds of cancer. 
It also improves self-confidence and self-esteem, can 
improve moods and can help improve sleep. That’s all 
good news! The American Heart Association recommends 
that all children ages two and older participate 
in at least 60 minutes of enjoyable, moderate- to 
vigorous-intensity physical activity every day (that 
means vigorous activities that are appropriate to them 
age, gender, and stage of physical and emotional 
development). The benefits go beyond good health: 
physical activity can bring a family together, it doesn’t 
have to cost any money, and it’s fun! 
Remember, your child doesn’t have to do 60-minute 
workouts. Two 30-minute or even four 15-minute periods 
of physical activity a day will benefit your child too. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Noelte 
• Schedule a 
family 
playtime. 
Take a walk or 
play a family 
game of tag. l 
around the 
yard. 
• Select toys  
 
 

Good to Know! 
Here’s a fact: healthy kids have better grades in 
school, have better attendance, and behave better 
in class. Getting active is an important step to good 
health! Learn more at heart.org/HealthierKids. 
that encourage 
© 2019, American Heart Association, Inc. All rights reserved. Kids Heart Challenge is a trademark of the 

American Heart Association and cannot be used without permission., a computer 

Your child is a participant in the American Hear 

Association’s KIDS HEART CHALLENGE.  The 

AHA has five priority messages for your family. 

Physical Activity 

Healthy Eating 

Sodium 

Sodas and other Sugary Drinks 

Tobacco/Smoking 

********************************************* 

RESEARCH SHOWS THAT ACTIVE 

PARENTS RAISE ACTIVE CHILDREN. 

Join your child with these tips to work activity 

into your daily routine: 

• Get outdoors!  Hike a local nature trail 

or ride bicycles along a bike path. 

• Schedule a family playtime.  Take a 

walk or play a family game of tag.  Play 

catch or kick a ball around the yard. 

• Select toys that encourage movement, 

such as balls, kites, skates, sleds, and 

jump ropes. 

• Limit screen time to no more than two 

hours a day.  Don’t put a television in 

your child’s bedroom, and limit 

computer and tablet use to school 

projects. 

• Plant a garden.  Caring for plants 

provides a reason to get outside, 

teaches kids where their food comes 

from , and lets your child sample fresh 

grown foods to encourage healthy 

eating habits. 

• Do chores, such as raking leaves and 

shoveling snow, as a family.  The work 

will be completed more quickly, leaving 

more time for outdoor play! 
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and tablet use to school 
projects. 
• Plant a garden. Caring for 

NEWS YOU CAN USE 
January Health News 

Happy New Year Wonderful Westside Families! 

 

A new year is upon us and it’s going to be the 

best yet!  When considering your New Year’s 

resolutions, please include the kids! Here are a 

few kid/family centered resolutions that will 

help continue to create a healthy you, healthy 

family and healthy household for 2020. 

1. Put phones down during family time! 

2. Brainstorm as a group and enjoy a 

family centered activity every day. 

3. Plan to eat more meals together. 

4. Get active and outdoors! 

5. Find a common interest and volunteer 

together. 

 

As always, my door is always open. You are 

always welcome to stop by or call and say hello!  

Happy 2020! 

Brooke Berezowski, BSN-RN, MACADR 

 

Join us for a PTA dining fundraiser at 

Buffalo Wild Wings on 

January 29, 2020 from 

11am to close. Flyers 

will be sent home with 

students. Please be 

sure to dine at BWW and show your flyer in 

paper form or on your mobile device. 

Westside Schools PTA will receive a portion 

of the sales.  

Our school is 

participating in a 

creative fundraiser 

with Art to 

Remember that allows you to purchase 

keepsake products customized with your 

child’s art. Right now, children are busy 

creating colorful, fun artwork, and soon you 

will receive a personalized order form. Not 

only do the products make great gifts for 

friends and family members, but every order 

supports our school!  

Thank you for supporting Westside Schools 

PTA! We couldn't be successful without you! 
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Guidance News 
By:  Ms. Price  

 
Our character value for the month of January is 

tolerance.  Tolerance is respecting others even when 

they differ from us in some way.  Some examples of 

showing tolerance are waiting in long lines, playing 

games or reading with younger brothers or sisters who 

take longer than we may like, and sharing different 

opinions or beliefs. 

Pre-Kindergarten students will identify how objects and 

people are alike and how they are different.   

Kindergarten students will discuss what it might be like 

to be the new person in the group.  They will choose the 

correct words for an apology.  They will also be learning 

a lesson about how unkind words can hurt others. 

First grade students will list three actions you can take 

to help everyone feel like they belong.  Small groups will 

share reflections and action ideas with the whole class. 

Some books that we can share with children about 

tolerance include: 

The Sneetches and Other Stories by Dr. Seuss 

Different Just Like Me by Lori Mitchell 

Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Lionni 

The Cow That Went Oink by Bernard Most 

Whoever You Are by Mem Fox 

During the month of January first graders and 

kindergarten students will practice using I-Care 

statements in place of mean words or angry actions.  

They will also work to develop their understanding of 

both their own feelings and the feelings of others.  

I-messages help us communicate our feelings about our 

needs and wants while at the same time being 

respectful and mindful of others’ feelings, needs, and 

wants.  It's a great tool for moving beyond emotions 

surrounding a conflict and getting to the heart of the 

conflict itself. 

 An example of an I message is: “I feel sad when you 

leave me out because I want to play in the game too.” 

Star Performers 

Congratulations to the Star 

Performers for the month of 

December who have shown responsible citizenship! 

Ms. Salazar 
Arianna Dickey 
Victoria Lemon 

 
Ms. Sterrett 
Luna Bowser 

Maci Hill 
 

Mrs. Bails 
Sophia Pusey 

Peyton Tilghman 
 

Mrs. Horsey 
Keidrick Jackson 
Casina Sweeney 

 
Mrs. Rousseau 

Oliver Brown 
Natalie DeBord 
Braxton Dorr 

 
Mrs. Thompson 

Reese Cline 
Yesli Hernandez-Bruno 

Maxwell Steele 
 

Ms. Matthews 
Jackson Larmore 

Malania Lee 
 

Mrs. Reed 
Mitchell Donoway 

Olivia Elliott 
 

Mrs. Tripp 
Aryanna Goslee 
Sophia Hearn 

 
Ms. Weldon 

McKaylee Dennis 
Rowan Traum 

 
Mrs. Wessels 

Anna Marie Perkowski 
Alexis Reddish 

 


