
    1 | P a g e  
 

Westside’s Pony Pages 
“Mustangs Ride with Pride” 

Mission Statement:  

The mission of Westside Primary School is to foster a caring and safe environment where 

all children have equal opportunities to be challenged with rigorous content and use that 

knowledge at the application level. 

“We Can…We Will” 

Mr. Glendon Jones, Principal                        Mrs. Tawanda Small, Lead Teacher 

April 2020 
 

 

 

Westside Primary School 
6046 Quantico Road 

Quantico, Maryland 21856 
410-677-5117 

 

 

 

Due to the 

closure of 

public 

schools, 

April’s 

calendar 

and list of 

upcoming 

events will 

be sent 

out at a 

later date. 

 

Happy April! April showers bring May Flowers.  On behalf of our Westside School Family, we are 

wishing everyone good health, safety and most of all fun with your family.  I feel this is a time for 

all of us to reflect on how grateful we are to have our good health and freedom to come and go 

as American citizens.   It is during times like this; we can really see the caring and consideration 

we all have for each other and our extended family members.  We know the Coronavirus has 

crippled the entire world.  Keeping all of this in mind, we will need to stay connected as a 

community and school in educating our children and sharing any updated information that will 

help our families.  I would like to share a brief message regarding Coronavirus and what we all 

can do particularly to stay safe according to the Center for Disease Control and how Westside 

Primary and our county is working to make certain our students are able to access educational 

activities and resources.   

We all have been listening to the news or reading news articles online regarding the Coronavirus 

disease 2019 (Covid19) and how it spreads.  It is a respiratory illness that can spread from person-

to-person.  The virus that causes Covid19 is a novel coronavirus that was identified during an 

investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China.  The virus is thought to spread mainly between 

people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet) through respiratory droplets 

produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes.  It also may be possible that a person can 

get Covid19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching their own 

mouth, nose or possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads. 

According to the center for Disease Control, people can help protect themselves from respiratory 

illness with every day preventive actions. 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.  Use an alcohol-

based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not 

available.  

Westside Primary School, along with our classroom teachers, reading, math and technology 
teachers are daily finding educational activities and task that our students can complete while 
our school is closed.  Again, these activities won’t be graded, but are being made available to 
help keep our students engaged in the learning process and to afford parents resources to use 
with their children.  I will be sending ongoing School Messenger links to all families as any new 
updates involving online resources for our students or important information from Dr. Hanlin our 
Superintendent.   
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE 

Pre-Kindergarten 

By:  Ms. Salazar and Ms. Sterrett 

 

Pre-K will pick up right where we left off in Unit 4 in the 

Connect4Learning® classroom program. This unit is about 

museums and collections. We will continue to explore the following 

topics and skills:  

❖ Science: 

• Dinosaurs (paleontology) 

• Medieval times 

• What is inside museums, who works there, and 

how museums work 

 

❖ Math: 

• Patterns and how to extend them 

 

❖ Literacy: 

• Fairy tales 

• Comparing and contrasting real and imaginary 

stories 

• Stating opinions and providing support for them 

• Creating signs for collections and exhibits 

 

❖ Social and Emotional Skills: 

• Differences in emotions from one person to the 

next 

• Problem solving with emotions 

• Managing strong emotions such as anger 

 

PreK will begin unit 5 in mid-April.  This unit will be about gardens 

and the living things that you find there.  

What you can do at this time: 

➢ Talk about museums with your child and visit a 

museum if you can. 

➢ Read books about museums, dinosaurs, and medieval 

times. 

➢ Point out and talk about signs and captions in the 

community, especially how they help you. 

➢ Encourage your child to state an opinion and back it up 

with supporting statements. For example, ask your 

child to name the best TV show or movie, and ask, 

“Why do you think so?” 

➢ Find patterns in your daily life, such as with laundry, 

dishes, and toys, and create new patterns with them. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please message your PreK 

teacher via Classroom Dojo or email. 

Kindergarten 
By:  Mrs. Horsey 

 

When we return to school, we will continue to 

work with our students in guided reading groups 

to promote their reading skills at the appropriate 

small group levels. We will emphasize many 

skills, including comprehension, vocabulary, word 

attack skills, and fluency. we will practice word 

families with the short "u" sound, such as "ut", 

"ug", and "ub", as well as, word families with the 

short "e" sound, including "ed", "et", and "en". 

In math, we will continue to practice addition, 

subtraction, decomposing numbers 11-20, and 

2D and 3D shapes. We encourage students to 

solve story problems by using manipulatives, 

acting out the stories, and/or drawing pictures to 

show their thinking. 

In science we will learn 

about living and nonliving, as 

well as, taking care of the 

earth as we observe Earth 

Day.   

Our writer's workshop provides our children with 

many opportunities to develop writing skills by 

thinking about a topic, sketching ideas, and 

composing sentences to express ideas. We still 

encourage them to write sentences beginning 

with a capital letter, leave spaces between words, 

and use a punctuation mark at the end of a 

sentence. 
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INSTRUCTION AT A GLANCE - CONTINUED 

Grade 1 
By:  Ms. Matthews 

Reading and Language 

Our teacher read aloud for this month will focus on 

stories about understanding the 

natural world: planting and 

growing, journeys near and far 

and Bob Graham: exploring 

everyday life.   For Writer’s 

Workshop we will work on 

opinion writing and begin our 

poetry unit.     

Math  

We will be working on Unit 7: Subtraction Fact 

Strategies and Attributes of Shapes.  

We will learn about:   

• fact families  

• attributes of 

2D shapes  

• solving story problems   

 

Science  

We will work on:  

• Pollution   

• Earth day  

• Animal Habitats  

• recycling    

 

Social Studies  

We will work on:  

• maps  

• showing loyalty 

 

 

 

 

 

Art 

By: Ms. Sultana 

 

Westside Primary students will make artwork 

that uses various elements of arts. Such as 

line, color, shape, space, form, value, and 

texture.  

April and spring go hand in hand. Spring is 

the season for renewal and new beginnings. 

Each grade level will 

create art projects that 

are Spring related and 

based on the changing 

weather.  

 

_____________________________________ 

 

 

Music 

By: Mr. Oltmann 

 

 

To Be Announced… 
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Physical Education 
By: Mrs. Noelte 

 

Physical Education Updates and Reminders 

As we happily welcome spring, please make sure that 

your child is coming to school wearing shoes appropriate 

for outdoor play.  Athletic shoes are the safest footwear for 

physical activity and should be worn on PE days.  Clothes 

suitable for outdoor play are also recommended as we will 

being to head outside for PE class more frequently as the 

temperatures rise. 

We are welcoming Mr. Adkins, a student intern from 

Salisbury University to our school.  I’m sure our students 

are going to love learning from him during PE classes. 

In the upcoming months we will continue to improve our 

healthy fitness zone, practice volleying, dribbling with feet, 

and striking with short/long handled implements (rackets, 

paddles and bats).  Please continue to ask your child 

about PE class and HAVE FUN trying out this Heart 

Healthy Bingo Game as a family. 

 

 CONGRATULATIONS 

Westside Primary 

on our first  

KIDS HEART CHALLENGE EVENT! 

School Total: $8035.00 

Top Five Fundraisers: 

Emma Stonnell 

Ryder Messick 

Marshall Malone 

Abernathy Small 

Frank Willing 

Jack Sandlin 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

helped support our event 

through fundraising and by 

making heart healthy choices! 

 

 

 

 

FIELD DAY IS FRIDAY, JUNE 5!!! 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE 
Happy April Wonderful Westside 

Families! 

Wow, what a whirlwind it’s been! 

I’m so thankful that in this time of 

uncertainty, we have the best parent, 

administration, faculty and staff 

working together to support our 

amazing students until we are 

together again. 

Families, please remember that 

mental and emotional health during 

this time are as important as hand 

washing.  There are also several 

resources for free meals during the 

school closure. Please reach out 

should you need to utilize this service 

and get connected to the location 

nearest you.  

PLEASE! Tell your student that Nurse 

Brooke misses them SOOOO much 

and that I look forward to seeing 

them again soon!  Please also share 

with your student that I want them to 

listen to their family, do whatever 

schoolwork is asked of them and be 

sure they are doing something kind 

each day.   

 

Best, 

Brooke Berezowski, BSN-RN, MACADR 

PTA NEWS 

Our school is participating in a creative fundraiser with 

Art to Remember that allows you to purchase keepsake 

products customized with your child's art. There are over 

50 products, and many are less than $15. These make 

great gifts and a percentage of every purchase goes 

right back to our school.  

We are hoping to continue our fundraiser with order 

forms being sent home with students on 3/31. Orders will 

be due on 4/8 and products should be received by 5/4. 

However, there's no need to wait! You can click on the 

link below and search for your child's artwork now! Add 

the artwork to your gallery, shop, and even choose to 

ship your order directly to your 

home.  https://arttoremember.com/school/LA49YK 

Westside Schools PTA Executive Board is looking for 

new members for the 2020/2021 school year. All 

positions are available to include: President, Vice 

President, Treasurer, and Secretary. The PTA will not be 

able to operate next school year without a full board. We 

currently do not have any volunteers for the upcoming 

school year. If we are unable to assemble a full board, 

we will have no choice but to terminate Westside 

Schools PTA effective June 30, 2020.  

The PTA is providing $13,500 to our schools this school 

year. Not having an operating PTA next year will have a 

great impact on our schools and children. Please 

consider volunteering for Westside Schools PTA for the 

upcoming school year. Nominations are due by March 

15, 2020. We have not had any volunteers to date. PTA 

elections will be held at our next General PTA meeting 

on April 20, 2020. For questions or more information, 

please contact westsideschoolspta@mail.com. 

We are eagerly working on more dining fundraisers for 
the upcoming months. Please stay tuned for further 
information to come home with your child. Be sure to 
follow us on Facebook at Westside Schools PTA for 
upcoming events and news. Our next general PTA 
meeting will be held on April 20, 2020 at 5:30pm at 
Westside Primary School. 

 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farttoremember.com%2Fschool%2FLA49YK&data=02%7C01%7Ctlauer%40wcboe.org%7Ca8aae8ef476d45e5df3608d7cb2ad49b%7C6e8a4bb0fd1b4436bc2c31e9272cab43%7C0%7C0%7C637201257141070308&sdata=%2FoQZ0T5iYyv%2FwdxACvnUh3wpia12ZzLgat1D1M2InL4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:westsideschoolspta@mail.com
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Guidance News 
By:  Ms. Price 

 
During the month of April, we will be learning about the 

character value of loyalty.   

Loyalty means standing by friends and family in good times 

and bad times.  We will be discussing what makes a good 

friend in our class lessons.  Here is a list of the 

characteristics of a loyal friend.  

Good friends listen to each other. 

Good friends don't put each other down or hurt each 
other's feelings. 

 Good friends try to understand each other's feelings 
and moods. 

Good friends help each other solve problems. 

 Good friends give each other compliments. 

Good friends respect each other. 

Good friends are trustworthy.  

 Good friends care about each other. 

Some websites that will give you more 
information about helping children develop 
loyal friendships are: 

http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.as
px?p=335&id=1705&np=286 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids/issues/making-friends 

Some books to read about loyalty are: 

Enemy Pie by Derek Munson. A funny story, with 
instructions for turning a best enemy into a best friend. A 
very entertaining and satisfying read.  

A Sick Day for Amos McGee by Philip C. Stead and Erin 
Stead. A Sick Day for Amos McGee is a very sweet book 
about a friendship between a zookeeper named Amos and 
the animals he cares for. When Amos gets sick, his friends’ 
elephant, tortoise, penguin, rhinoceros and owl come to his 
house to comfort and care for him.  

Friends by Rob Lewis. Oscar moves to a new town with his 
mother and tries to make friends. At first, Oscar is critical of 
each new kid he meets and refuses their invitations to play.  
He learns that he needs to give others a chance to be his 
friend. 

Congratulations to the Students of the Month 
for March.  They have shown honesty to 

others. 
 

Star Performers 
 

Ms. Salazar 
Lacey Adkins 
Logahn Gross 

 
Ms. Sterrett 

Shariq Soherwardi 
Aarambh Tiwari 

 
Mrs. Bails 

Gage Horseman 
Sophie Neff-Mattingly 

 

Mrs. Horsey 
Savannah Idoni 
Rhett Messick 

 
Mrs. Rousseau 

Maverick Berezowski 
Riley Fieser 

Jaxon Holloway 
 

Mrs. Thompson 
Levi Hall 

Kendra Huber 
Mason Jones 

 

Ms. Matthews 
Sunny Crouse 
Aamani Jones 

 
Mrs. Reed 

Anastasia Insley 
Allen Merritt 

 
Mrs. Tripp 

Ruthchama Oge 
Tristan White 

 
Ms. Weldon 

Jonathon Bryant 
Avery Krauss 

 

Mrs. Wessels 
Max Scott 

Calista Sweeney 

 
 

http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&id=1705&np=286
http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&id=1705&np=286
https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids/issues/making-friends

