
Inside this issue: 

Some wonderful things have been 

happening at Mardela since school has 

opened! Your support and our consistent 

enforcement of the Wicomico County 

Board of Education cell phone policy has 

resulted in student focus on instruction. As 

one twelfth grader put it, òAll we can do is 

learn.ó Another result is that the climate 

of the school is calm, kind, and safe. We all 

want to thank you again for supporting 

instruction at Mardela.  

We opened the school year with òState 

of the Classó addresses. We let each class 

know where they stood with the average 

GPA, average number of days missed, and 

average number of referrals per student. 

The Code of Conduct and the Bullying 

Policy were reviewed. We let them know 

that Mardela has high expectations for 

them academically and behaviorally. The 

goal is a 3.0 (or B) average for all students. 

Students have approached me in the hall 

to tell me they need tutoring to keep their 

grades up. I had another student tell me 

that he had all Aõs and Bõs; and for the 

first time, was thinking about attending 

college. We all want what is best for our 

children, and they need to be able to 

compete in this global economy. It requires 

their very best effort and our very best 

effort to make that happen. Ask them 

about homework and encourage studying 

on a daily basis. Structure a time and 

place where they can get their homework 

done before they relax for the rest of the 

evening.  

We have a new program to help keep 

you up-to-date on your childõs progress. In 

November, Mardela will be launching 

Family Portal. This internet program will 

allow you to access the teachersõ grades in 

real time to see what your child received 

on a test, what homework is missing, and 

how they did on the big project. You must 

have a current Personal Data & 

Emergency Record Form on file in the 

office to get a password for Family Portal. 

Most families have sent their forms in; we 

will let you know if we need yours. It is 

important that we have current 

information so you can get the Parent Link 

messages, too. Parent Link messages are 

school notifications by telephone and email 

about weather delays, testing, and 

activities.  

Parent Portal training will be held on 

November 12, 2009 in the cafeteria at 7 

PM. Please join us to learn about this 

valuable program.  

Go Warriors!  

lbatts@wcboe.org 
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100 Days of Peace  
The race is on! On September 1st, all grades began competing to be the first 

grade to reach 100 Days of Peace. Itõs a tight race. As of 9/24, the 6th grade class 

was in the lead with 17 days; 8th, 9th, 7th, 11th, and 12th were close behind with 

10th grade last. Current standings for number of days of peace are:  

 6th Grade:  17 days  9th Grade  12 days  

 7th Grade  12 days  10th Grade  7 days  

 8th Grade  13 days  11th Grade  10 days  

     12th Grade  10 days  

Each day a grade does not have a student receive an office referral is counted as 

a Day of Peace. Log in to our website for updates!  
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Right of Access to Student Records  
For parents/guardians and 

students age 18 and older, the 

information below details the 

right of access to all official 

educational records maintained on 

a student by the public schools of 

Wicomico County. In accordance 

with Public Law 93 -380, Section 

99.4, a student who has reached 

the age of 18 has the exclusive 

right of access to these records.  

Information maintained about 

each student includes the date of 

birth, place of birth, family 

information (brothers, sisters, 

occupation of parents, etc.), lists of 

subjects taken and grades earned, 

attendance information, test 

scores, and health records. 

Additional information in the 

folder may include, but not be 

limited to, emergency information, 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l s ,  s p e e c h 

eva luat ions,  immunizat ion 

records, and medical information 

given to the school by parents.  

Cumulative records are 

confidential. Access is granted 

only for legitimate educational 

needs. The following persons are 

granted access to student folders.  

A parent, legal guardian, legal 

counsel, or eligible student 

(student 18 years of age or 

students enrolled in post -

s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n 

programs).  

Professional personnel of the 

Wicomico County school 

system or other government 

agencies as required by law on 

a òneed to knowó basis. The 

State Health Department has 

access to immunization 

reco rd s  and  d i r ec to r y 

information in the event of an 

epidemic. 

Others when they present 

written permission of the 

parent, legal guardian, 

student 18 years of age, or 

student enrolled in a post -

secondary program.  

Schools are required to keep a 

list of every person obtaining 

information from a student folder 

other than a staff member of the 

studentõs school. Parents may 

receive copies of reports forwarded 

to others if requested. Either 

parent of a student has all the 

rights of access to student records 

unless there is a legal document 

presented to the principal stating 

o t h e r w i s e .  A n  a n n u a l l y 

determined per copy cost and 

necessary postage will be charged 

for all records copied and mailed.  

Student records will be sent to 

another school in which the 

student enrol ls  when an 

authorized agent of that school 

requests the records.  

Student records are reviewed 

by the principal or designee when 

the student moves from one school 

to another or withdraws from 

school. Parents or eligible 

students have the right to review 

the contents of a cumulative folder 

and to challenge information 

which is incorrect, misleading, or 

in some other manner violates an 

individualõs rights to privacy. 

Schools may settle any problem 

regarding records or a formal 

hearing may be requested by a 

student or parent if an agreeable 

solution is not reached at the 

school level. 

Subsequent information may 

be obtained from the Board of 

Education policy on student 

records which is available at each 

school. Questions may be directed 

to the school principal.  

The Wicomico County Board of Education has adopted the following definition of directory information by the Final Rule 

on Education Records, Section 93.3, provided by the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare:  

 
Directory information may only include the student's name, address, major field of study, 
participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members 
of athletic teams, dates of attendance, degrees and awards received, and the most recent 

previous local school system or educational institution attended by the student.   
 
The Wicomico County school system will release "directory information" only for legitimate educational purposes. 
 

If a parent or student over 18 is unwilling to have a school provide any or all categories of what is defined above as 

"directory information" for legitimate educational purposes, the parent or student should notify the principal of his/her 

school in writing by October 15, 2009 . 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION   
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H1N1 ACTION STEPS FOR PARENTS TO PROTECT YOUR 

CHILD AND FAMILY 

(Information is from the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention)  

 

 

Educate and encourage children and family members to cover 
their mouth and nose with a tissue when they cough or sneeze.  

If a tissue is not available, cough or sneeze into your elbow, not 
into your hand.  

Practice good hand hygiene by washing hands often with soap 
and water. Hand sanitizers with 60% alcohol are also effective.  

Be a good role model by practicing good hand hygiene and 
covering your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze.  

If you or your child is sick, stay home for at least 7 days or 
until you have no fever for at least 24 hours.  

Clean surfaces and items that are more likely to have frequent 
hand contact, such as doorknobs and cupboard handles.  

Get your family vaccinated against seasonal flu AND  H1N1 flu 
when vaccine is available.  

Plan ahead for child care if your child gets sick or if his or her 
school is dismissed.  

Try to isolate a sick person in a separate room in the house 
away from the family.  

H1N1 Information  
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Please remember the lane in front of the school is the bus lane and 

an emergency lane. If you are dropping off a student, and not leaving 

your vehicle, please do NOT stop in front of the doors. This is a walk -

way for parents, students, and visitors to walk from the parking lot into 

the building. It is also where our handicap ramp is located. This area 

MUST  be kept clear at all times, NO EXCEPTIONS!  

Parent Portal ñCOMING SOON!  

The Parent Portal is a secure, internet-based site that will allow parents to view their childõs 

grades and attendance. This program is still being developed at this time. Once active, parents 

will be notified. 

Access to the Parent Portal will be given to parents/legal guardians who have turned in a completed Personal 

Data & Emergency Record Form. School personnel are diligently inputting the updated data forms into our 

system. 

Remember, not only will this form allow you the opportunity to be able to view your childõs information 

when you want, but it allows the office to: contact parents in case of an emergency, know who is authorized to 

pick up your child, have Parent Link notify parents when students are absent, and have administrators advise 

parents of important upcoming events. 

If you have a change of address, please be sure to bring in a copy of your 

recent electric bill with the service address portion attached. Once we have 

this information, your new address will be updated in our computer system. 

Change of Address  

Front Lane: Bus Lane and Emergency Lane  

If your child had a free or reduced status last year, that status will 
expire on October 9, 2009. This extension is due to Free & Reduced 
Lunch Forms being delayed this year. 
 
If you do not return your form (whether a new or renewal), your child 
will be charged full price after October 9. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Food Service at 410-677-4819. 
 
This form must be completed every year. If you have more than one 

child in the Wicomico County Public School System, you only need to return one form; 
however, you must list ALL your children on your form. 

Free & Reduced Lunch  
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Weõre on the WEB! 

 

Please visit the Mardela Middle & High School website at  

http://www.wcboe.org/schools/mmhs  

for news, information, and calendar updates.  

A Community of Excellence! 

Future Newsletters  

All newsletters for the school year will be sent to your attention 

at the beginning of each month. We will have extra newsletters 

available in the main office.  

IF YOU HAVE AN ADDRESS CHANGE, PLEASE NOTIFY 

THE OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION REGARDING THIS REQUEST.  

Future of Mardela  

On September 8th, 2009, the Board approved the FY2011-2016 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). 

For your information the following link is the specific request for Mardela:  

 

http://www.wcboe.org/departments/Facility/Planning/EFMP_FY10/CIPRequest_MMHS.pdf  

 

Please note that this is WCBOE's request to the County and the State for funding, it has not been 

approved by those agencies yet.  

  

In addition, the following link will take you to the "Future Plans" portion of the Educational 

Facilities Master Plan (EFMP) which documents how priorities are established for major projects, 

etc. by the Superintendent's Task Force on Long Range Planning:  

 

http://www.wcboe.org/departments/Facility/Planning/EFMP_FY10/FY2010_FuturePlans.pdf  

  

If you are interested, there is additional information regarding both the CIP and the EFMP.  

 

CIP:  http://www.wcboe.org/departments/Facility/Planning/CIPindex.html  
 

EFMP: http://www.wcboe.org/departments/Facility/Planning/EFMP_FY10/EFMPfy10index.html  



8th Grade 

The 8th grade team is planning a field trip to Assateague to study wetlands and to practice 

taking water quality measurements. Our planned date is October 8th. The 8th grade is also planning 

on setting up a field trip to Space Camp again this year. Eighth and ninth grade students will be 

invited to apply. Information will be disseminated the end of September.  

Look for class news and homework on the following sites:  

http://hoeffner.wicomico.wikispaces.net/  
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Sixth Grade 

The sixth grade is off to a wonderful start. At this time, our sixth graders are winning 

our 100 Days of Peace challenge. So far this school year, the sixth grade has not had ANY 

office referrals. That is truly amazing, and we are very proud of the great behavior of our students. Keep 

up the good work.  

Mrs. Guillemart is happy to announce that this year she will be awarding a  6 th  Grade Social Studies 

Student of the Month certificate to one student from each class at the end of each month. This student 

will be someone following Mardelaõs Warrior Way (Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Ready). 

Everyone is eligible to win and winners will be announced in this space. Do your best everyday and you 

may be a winner.  

Middle School Messages  

Mr. Clark ñRELA  

http://mrclarksclass.wicomico.wikispaces.net  

 

Mr. Boltz ñBand  

http://mardelabands.wicomico.wikispaces.net  

 

Mrs. McElroy ñArt  

http://mmhs.pbworks.com  

 

Mrs. Luckett ñFrench  

http://www.mardelaluckett.wikispaces.com  

Mr. Matonak ñAlgebra  

http://matonak.wikispaces.com  

 

Mrs. Hurley ñMath & Algebra  

http://jhurley.wicomico.wikispaces.net  

 

Mrs. Hoeffner ñScience 

http://hoeffner.wicomico.wikispace.net  

Faculty & Specials Websites  

Below are websites of some of our faculty members you may want to visit. You may also access these 

websites by visiting our main website (http://www.wcboe.org/schools/mmhs) and clicking on the Staff 

menu and then the subject submenu to select the staff member whose website you are interested in 

viewing.  
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Spotlight on 7th Grade 

 

RELA 

In RELA, we just finished taking our first benchmark of the year. We are working on short 

stories from the textbook and will be starting novels this month. In addition, we will be starting 

Writerõs Workshop. Students will have an opportunity to practice the writing process and will be able 

to try different topics and genres of writing. Please make sure your student keeps an organized 

notebook and brings his/her textbook to class each day.  

 

History 

In history class, we are currently examining reasons that countries in Europe were interested 

and ready to create colonies. The first colony that we will spend time on in October is Jamestown, 

Virginia. Then we will analyze the Puritan culture as they began to settle New England. Students 

should be writing assignments in their agendas, using the textbook that was sent home, and bringing 

supplies, including colored pencils, to class. 

 

Math 

Mrs. Hurleyõs math classes are off to a great start. Pre-Algebra students have finished their first 

unit on fractions, decimals, and percents and are now working on an integers unit. Algebra I Part I 

students have finished their first unit on integers and are moving on to order of operations and 

evaluating expression.  

 

You can access our math wiki at http://jhurley.wicomico.wikispaces.net to find information 

about our classes. On the wiki you can find a materials list, steps to access our online textbooks and 

textbook supplements, and daily homework assignments.  

 

All Algebra I Part I students will need a TI-83 or TI -84 graphing calculator. These can be rented 

through the school for $10. If your child does not have a calculator yet, please make sure they have 

one as soon as possible.  

  

Our students are participating in the MATH-A-THON again this year. Our students work on 

their math skills and win prizes while we raise money for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. It is a 

win -win situation! All sponsor forms and donations are due on October 7
th
. 

Middle School Messages  

Upcoming Benchmark Tests 

 

7
th
 Grade Algebra I Part I students will be taking their first Algebra Benchmark  

on October 22
nd

. 

8
th
 Grade Algebra I Part I students will be taking their second monthly test  

the end of October.  

All 7
th
 grade students will be taking the first 7

th
 grade math benchmark on  

November 5
th
 or 6

th
. 
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Media Center  

Grolier online is an easy to use reference portable available to Mardela students at home and at 

school. Grolierõs  home page gives students one-click access to encyclopedia databases, multimedia 

presentations, an interactive atlas and dictionaries, all from their home computer. The site includes 

50,000 websites and several hundred magazine articles. The site includes òEncyclopedia Americanaó,  

òGrolier Multimedia Encyclopediaó and òThe New Book of Knowledge.ó òAmerica the Beautifuló, an 

online encyclopedia of the states is also available from the site. To log on from home, go to 

www.wcboe.org/grolier.php . Click on òfor studentsó on the Wicomico Public Schools website, then click 

òresourcesó, òGrolier onlineó, finally, click òlogin to Grolieró. 

Rachelõs Challenge 

Due to last yearõs overwhelming support from students, staff, and 

community for Rachelõs Challenge, we are continuing the challenge 

again this year! There will be assemblies for middle and high school students, training sessions, 

culminating in the evening community event. Please come out and support this worthy cause.  

Tuesday, October 20, 2009  

Middle School Assembly:  8:00 ñ 8:50 AM    High School Assembly:  9:20 ñ 10:15 AM  

Student Training:  1:00 ñ 2:30 PM    Community Event:  6:30 ñ 7:30 PM 

Lego League 

Mardela middle school students will 

be entering the FIRST Lego League 

this fall. FIRST  LEGO League is a 

creative competition that features 

programming a robot, researching a 

real -world problem, and presenting 

solutions in a creative manner. The 

ultimate goal is to get students excited 

a b o u t  S c i e n c e ,  T e c h n o l o g y , 

Engineering, and Mathematics 

through friendly competition. This 

yearõs challenge, Smart Move, focuses 

on the problems we face in 

transporting people, goods, and 

services safely and efficiently. More 

information about FIRST  LEGO 

League can be found at the USFIRST.org website. The regional tournament will be held early 

in the spring semester.  

Pictured from left to right:  Wyatt Hall, Andrew Boltz, Connor 

Hatton, Tim Long, Sal Ercolino  

http://www.WCBOE.ORG/Grolier.PHP

